
COMMONS DEBATES.
Government, and with the terms of the charter which had been granted
to it-"'
Well, Sir, 1 find that after this letter goes through the
ordinary routine of being reported upon by Mr. Sebreiber,
and in turn by the Minister of Railways, the charter is
disallowed ; but before it is disallowed, the question goes
before the Minister of Justice, and I think the statement
made by the Minister of Justice on behalf of the Govern-
ment, should be held up as soon as possible and as strongly
as possible to the reprobation of the people of this country.
lie says that in an Order in Council previously passed and
forwarded to the Government of Manitoba, this extraordi-
nary principle was propounded:

" The Government think it very desirable that allIrailway legislation
shal originate bere, and that no charter for a line exclusively within
the Province of Manitoba should be granted by its Legislature, without
the Dominion Government first assenting thereto."

to what its utterance may bo. Hon. gentlemen opposite
may hope they will take the country by surprise and snatch
a verdict in their favor. But I believe they will not be
able to snatch a verdict or to come back and boast of a
majority. Some of them will come back, but when they do
we shall not hear any such boasting and glorification and
great distortion of facts such as wo have listened to last
evening, and such as we were compelled to occupy nearly
all this day in refuting and rebutting.

Mr. CASEY. I think, like the hon. gentleman who bas
just sat down, that the Minister of Railways is perhaps
rather sorry for having excited this discussion.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. How can you think he is
sorry?

Mr. CASEY. Considering the amount of the hon. gentle.
man's shortcomings it would be hard to say when he could

If that is good doctrine for the Province of Manitoba, it is be sorry enough. The words, devilish ingenuity, was used
good constitutional doctrine for Ontario and Quebec, and it by him in describing the manner in whieh this amend-
lays down the broad principle that we have seen so much of ment was drawrn, and that word may become after
lately, in attempts to tighten the control of the bis use of it, a proper parliamentary expression, but I do
Federal over the Provincial Governments. If not impute that phrase to the policy of the hon. member in
this doctrine is laid down, then herealter no challenging this discussion. But I think, on the othe-r hand,
Provincial Legislature must venture to legislate on any bis intention was excellent, pcrhaps, te carry off n triumph
important railway matter without first obtaining the assent by cballenging a discussion that be tbought would not core
of the Dominion. This is almost equal to what was known on; but the contrary bas been the resuit and bis plan bas
in the old time as Poyning's Act-an Act which required miscarried. I tbink it was the duty of everyone wbo at-
that every Bill presented to the old Irish Parliament should tacbed lis name to any of the amendments of Last year to
emanate from the English Government, or first go to the meet the hon. gentlemans challenge, and show wbether ho
English Government for its consent. Another letter from held to his sentimcnts and was preparcd te meet bis con-
the Secretary of the Company bas been placed in my hands, stituents on the motion to whieh he set bis name. During
in which he requests the Government to consent to a this discussion it bas been plninly sbown that many of the
change of the location of the lino of railway from Portage ovils then forold bave core te pass. Tho bon, gentleman
la Prairie to the crossing of the Assiniboine River. They daims great credit, bocause some oftbese evils have net yet
simply in timate to the Government that a particular change core to pass; but the falness of time bas not yet ar! ived
of location, made entirely for their own benefit, is necessary for tbe culmination of tbose evils. Ho bas net told us, how-
to be sanctioned, and forthwith the Government of this ever, that a single evil we thon predîctod bas been shewn
country ratify the decision of the Syndicate. Taking all te be impossible, or improbable. That being the case thi
these things into consideration, I do think, Sir, that we are balance of the whole discussion is in our favor and against
placed in an extraordinary position ; but I have this conso- the poliey of the Minister of Railways. If part of our pre-
lation, that I think the bon. Minister of Railways probably dictions have come true, the ]est is likoly te bo realizod,
wishes in bis heart by this time that ho had confined him- whieh casts the balance in our favor. Take the
self to bis statement with regard to the progress of the question of monopoly in the North-West; it bas been
work on the Pacifie Railway, and that ho had not attempted clear]y shown that monepoly bas existod, and in a
to slash and cut down, right and left, hon. gentlemen on sense that nobody anticipatcd xhon theSyndieato contract
this side of the louse. 1 wonder if lie fanhed that we were was beibronthe wlise aerwhiae the leader ofthe Goveru-
af'aid te discnss this mattor. I wonder if ho thought tat mnt said culd ntexist. In that respect our prodictionsof
wo would allow bis eriticisms of these resol utions te pass, se evil bave been more than verifled. Tho Minister of Rail-
thatt by-and-byc ho might stand up at public meetings and ways attempted te do away with the force of an objection

aY: " I said so-and-so in the Parliament cf Canada, before with regard teo this mnopoly by showing that the local
these bon, gentlemen, aud they did net contradimt me." If the rates of the Canadian Paciti Railway was in soste cases the
hon, gentleman made any calculation of that kind, ho finids rates of other roads owncd by private parties. oe admitted,
bîmaself greatîy mistaken. We have dared te centradimt of course, that those rates were bigher than they would have
bim , and we tell bim that we denounce this contract as been if this had been a Govern ment rond. De t us tako
injurieus te Canada, subversive of the intorosts and the the case without considering the question of what the rates
hiberties et the people of Canada, and we wihll bodcighted wvuld have been on a Government rend and foi then ake f
te go before the people of this country and ask them tebis comparison with other railroads eo gave us only local
ocndemn the mon who imposed this bargain upon them. rates of roads whss e length was only 145 miles, in other
The people will cendemn them, and hon. gentlemen know words, the whole completed lino of the Canadian Pacifie
that amongst their own frienda, whe for other reasens sup. Bailway from Emerson t Brandon. But e forghtab etot
port them, this cbarter is net approvd of-that it was net us what is realy the fact that whil other railways give
ilpproved of by many bon. gentlemen oppobite who were through invoics at vastly roduced rates, the Canadian
''duced to support it last year; but the Pacifie cRailway, for the simple reason that it has ne
remonstrances and the censures of the people cf this comptitor gives through rates very litte les, if
eulntry wilI net se easily be set aside or supprossed. anything less, than local rates. The local rates are

I trust the people will soon speak, and speak loudly, plainly, als the throngh rates and are vastly higber than those
itolligently and honestly-speak as people whe love their cf any other railway of the same ength. 0f course
euntry, who are true-harted and truly inteligent-people through rates as a rule are very much lower than loeal

Who detest mismanagment and who will nover beuwihling rates, and for what reason? Simply because on through
to become the tools of a policy whieh is calculated t involve, traff i railroads have competition. In this case the railway
their bontry in sch difficulties and misfortunes. The has necompetition, and bas wn objecttiihin a lower
ceUnthese h l speak, and we, on our side, have ne doubt as rate for a car of wheat from Brandon for Miontreal than
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