
A.D. 1955 SATURDAY. 16th JULY 965

Now, I do no t th in k  I should deal w ith  a ll these p a rticu la r cases. I believe 
the  honourable M em ber should be satisfied w ith  th e  reasons I have given so 
far. I w ould perhaps re fe r him  fu rth e r  to M ay’s fifteenth edition, w hich gives 
the general theory , and  w hich is to  th e  effect th a t re tu rn s  m ay be asked for, 
b u t if th e re  is a fa ilu re  to  comply, how ever am ple th e  pow er of each House 
to enforce the  production  of papers m ay be, a sufficient cause m ust be show n 
for the exercise of th a t power, and  if considerations of public policy can be 
urged  against a m otion for papers, it is e ith er w ith d raw n  or otherw ise dealt 
w ith  according to  the  judgm ent of the  House. In  th is  case, if th e  honourable 
M em ber w ishes to  com plain fu rth e r  about the  non-com pliance w ith  the  
order, it  is no t a po in t of o rder or a point of privilege, and he m ust do so by 
m oving th e  p roper m otion if he deem s th a t advisable.

A nd the  honourable  M em ber for K am loops (M r. F u lton ) having  sta ted  th a t 
he would consider th e  possibility  of requesting  th e  House to o rder th a t  th e  
said re tu rn  be am ended;

Mr. Speaker: P erhaps th e  honourable M em ber w ould look a t M ay’s 
Seventh Edition, because since M ay refers to  cases w hich happened  betw een  
1820 and 1876 it  w ould be w ell to look a t the  edition of M ay, w hich is closer 
to the  period. The Seventh  Edition was published in  1873. A nd if the  
honourable M em ber w ould look a t page 561 he w ould find th e  following, 
indicating  w h a t th e  old practice  w as w ith  respect to these re tu rn s . I t  says: 

In  the  commons, w hen a m in ister of the  crow n has any  papers to  
present, he goes to  the  bar, and, on being called by  th e  Speaker, he 
brings them  up; and  they  are  ordered  to  lie upon th e  tab le ; bu t papers 
a re  also p resen ted  by o ther official persons. W hen such papers a re  
b rought up, they  are  generally  ordered  to  lie upon th e  table, as a  m a tte r 
of course; bu t upon the  question th a t they  do lie upon the  tab le , a 
debate has on some ra re  occasions, arisen.

Now, w hen th e  honourable M em ber looks a t citations 445, 450 and  452 
in  B eauchesne’s Second E dition he w ill find th a t he is dealing w ith  the  
procedure as ou tlined  in  M ay’s Seventh  Edition, as I  have ju s t indicated.

The House resolved itself again into Com m ittee of Supply.

(In  the C om m ittee)

The follow ing Resolutions w ere adopted:

MAIN ESTIM ATES 
(Less am ounts vo ted  in  In terim  S u p p ly )

PU BLIC ARCHIVES AND NATIONAL LIBRARY

A—P ublic Archives 

343 G eneral A dm in istra tion  and Technical S e rv ic e s .....................$ 349,638 00

B—National Library

344 G eneral A dm inistra tion 119,097 00


