CONVENTION ON THE CONSERVATION OF ANTARCTIC MARINE
LIVING RESOURCES

The Contracting Parties,

RECOGNISING the importance of safeguarding the environment and protecting
the integrity of the ecosystem of the seas surrounding Antarctica;

NOTING the concentration of marine living resources found in Antarctic waters
and the increased interest in the possibilities offered by the utilization of these
resources as a source of protein;

Consclous of the urgency of ensuring the conservation of Antarctic marine
living resources;

CONSIDERING that it is essential to increase knowledge of the Antarctic marine
ecosystem and its components so as to be able to base decisions on harvesting on
sound scientific information;

BELIEVING that the conservation of Antarctic marine living resources calls for
international co-operation with due regard for the provisions of the Antarctic
Treaty” and with the active involvement of all States engaged in research or
harvesting activities in Antarctic waters;

RECOGNISING the prime responsibilities of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Parties for the protection and preservation of the Antarctic environment and, in
particular, their responsibilities under Article IX, paragraph 1 (f) of the Antarctic
Treaty in respect of the preservation and conservation of living resources in
Antarctica;

RECALLING the action already taken by the Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Parties including in particular the Agreed Measures for the Conservation of
Antarctic Fauna and Flora, as well as the provisions of the Convention for the
Conservation of Antarctic Seals:

BEARING in mind the concern regarding the conservation of Antarctic marine
living resources expressed by the Consultative Parties at the Ninth Consultative
Meeting of the Antarctic Treaty and the importance of the provisions of Recommen-
dation IX-2 which led to the establishment of the present Convention;
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