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MORAl. AND) SIIRVIF'.XI. 1tESSONS ON ii~
NVAR FOR CANAI.N EDUCATION.

Myil suîject is 'l'ie Spirizual Gains of div %Var. Thew
Wor(1 "gaitis., etiv lsss 'l'lie lo f s thelwar are
lk'Vond lhuman comiputation, lusses iln things nmatvrial;
Ibs'es in certain things moral. But wve arc concerned
wiîh the siirilual gains, and grcat as are the losses, it is
111V* ~'VConvionthat the sgain.;we have %%on f ron t diear
%Vill far outweigh the l1 n. efer flot ",o rnuch toths
gains that our Empbire won. \Ne have xx-ured the Fre-
doruî of the World, Honouir and Gt-xi Faill aniong the'
nations, and flic reiign of International L aw. let
things are arrns broughit back with victorv.

TIhere are other gains. tous îtiat wc have %%on. T'he
(liscovry of ancient pe-oples. long forgotten. wilî their
righLts and wrongs, the crexion of new v _tates out of dis-
nembered Ij)arts; the crnaneilation of ensl.îved peoffles
from a tvrannv intelligent and cruel; the grouping of
f rec ><tes under great ideals, a notably grrat group being
the Ixeague of Nations In this class of -gains the mosîý;
important. 1 would consider. is the formation of the
grecatest Lcague of Nations (he world bas vet sectn, the
Anglo-Celtic league. In duit group lies the hope of the
wo.-ld for permanent peace. and for a stcady advance in
ci vilizat ion.

But it is of the spiritual gains thiat are avail-
able for us in Canada, for immediate and praictical use.
that I wvould brieflv speaý-.

1. First arnong tiiese 1 iwould say that there is the
Re-oiffirmit ion of Consciencr as Suprent' mn ilumart Con-
<luri. 1 am not going to attcmlît a philosophical disais-
sion of conscience. 1 shall simply accept a definition of
conscience which we bave f rum a great German-I mean
a German long since dead. Immanuel Kant called con-
science the -categorical imperative. ''isalo fo1i
variations in standards of conduct, l>ut it asserts an im-
Iperza'.ive demand that, according to bis own standard, a
man should do the right thing. 'l'lic right thing as
àgainst the challenge of in4terests; the right îhing as
even against the possible, beoause it is alwavs possible
for men to die.

TIhis was, as we ail knowv now, and as ail the world
knows, the fundameuutal issue in the war. Conscience
wvas challenged b>' the greatest military power the world
bas ever known; challenged by its intorests, reinforced
by a distorted view of revolutionar>' law and ly appeal
to irresponsible force. The cause of humanitv ivas trans-
ferrcd f rom the court of conscience to the arena of the
gun and the bomb. The judge gave place to the G. O. C.,
the pleading of the advocate to the bludgeon and the bul-
fr1 Ail this our Empire and our country definitel>'
challenged, and challenged with ail the resources of their
power bebind their challenge, mairytaining that flot the
tbing that was politicaîlly astute, flot the thing that paiid
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iiiust 1we dune,lbut the' ding tbat wa.4 ,iimil right. lii.
rule of rigbt wu% dkmandcil as fundamental to Christian
iikiitmzîln order that tlie citixun of the world should

1w ,eue in AIl is relations. For ins*tance, it wus
nainîraîned, as theC (hincest, tliouliboy said, that lgiunq

-%ýa' nul a moac but a country.- Ih was further main.
t.uned tbinil >i, hing a sovreign miate, had right to
ilt freedoni ot lier courts of justice. Also that Franoe,
thouigl weaker in a military e Pie<han ber great ad-

hesr~lad e'till the' rigbt to have ber coasts inviolate.
'l'ie trc.aties bearing the signature of certain nation&
4ilil<I b' naintained k <the full miglît of thes.e nations

Now uone of the fruit* of vion is tii, <bat belote
thie (X>urt of International (*oni,-irnc« nationsstand lo be
judged. Ironi thi. Court there i% alh.olutelv no appeal.
Th1ii'. thing our armie.. have won for the worid.

And for us. 100, in our individual relations, the
princiffle is re-affirmed <bat when once aecognùed ia
tverv* deplartmtnt off lite, the <'aglu thing oéould be dont,
wiîbout parlr%. and without argumnent, and witbout he
n-untilîg ofthte cost. I.aws benceforth in national affaira

ini our ('anadian National affairs, ought to expressth
tlîîng tbat i% rigb hbetwn man and man, andd iuM »
le etiacted and preserwed. 'Thev s"Iud reprEeSnt wha
Î> right lc<ween claýss and class., what is simply tight be-
tw'ern man and bis community.

Customs based on rigbt should he cherisbd, thon
otberwiâe based sbouki ke rumblesAl> uprooted. laidha-
tions that prescrve the rule of righ shouid be cheriahed;
Al others should be rc<oved. The cm who atamdsfà r
the thing -thatis; right in any departmetof life ahould
1w honoured and supported, and(l al others should be ro..
moved.

Therc is a double advantage ini the simple asser-
tion and maintenance ofthiis principle. Firet of a,
Riglit rules, and secondl>' the vision of xighutstandad s l
(ififed. When I was in Britain last year there were4 ifý
I arn not nistaken, a d<Qzn or so RoyalCo iai
secking to find out what was the right thing in the viii.
ous Indust-rial and Social activities ini Gmt Buitai*
trying tb find ouiwhat was the sngkt-thing <o b. duM i laý
the various buman relations. I have wandered whdioe.
the difficuky would not have largely disappearsiif <6*e
sWmple principle had been frankly and loyally accepu.d
tbroughout Great Bnîtain, ruml>, that the thing <t lis
riglit betwecn man and man should rule. Ther. bue to
mY mind the words f mom an ancient book: -If tIuiu< Ct
be single, tby body shal k full of light." Not oaly,"do
this detcrmination that the right <bang ts to b. dont st 4
costs, secue for us the ruie of right, bt, as 1 bave mi&
it helps Ioth to right thinking and right doing. TW
onlv is the way of peace, tiiis the way of sound proSpeIty. i'
Woe to the man that under whatsoever pressure woul4à''
seule difficulties by any other law than <is; woe to teî

1 ) 1 *( , A l* 1 q )N \ 1 ý R E V 1 E \V


