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A PEIRSONAL LETTER.
'MY PrAR F-i- r r owx-Ti-,xcîiiRS,-

What do yair purpose doing on .\rbor Day this

'-aNaw is the tinie ta lnfrtebotfii

of the s"chool grounds. You will agrc with n'le

that much oughit ta beý-donce, aud that iiîuchi nîay he

clone, towards nmaking the sellool prenîîses mare

attractive. Yoil-will agrce with nie, also, wiien 1

say that aur teachers must l'ad in this work. Won't

you lead this year? Wait yoit make' a determnied

effort this year, by p!anting trees, shrubs and flow"-

ers, ta make the schaal grounds niore beautifll

Who does bis duty is a question
Too complex to be salvcd by nie;

-But be, 1 venture the suggestion,

Does part of bis that plants a trec.
-Lowell.

"Let us observe Arbor Day in cvery s chool witli

apprapriate' sangs and exercises;, but' let us nat

forget ta plant when planting needs ta be donc.

For schoals wvhose premises are treeless, the proper

thilrg ta do wvould be ta dig rather than ta sii» ç.

What .is the use Of singing and reciting about trees

w hen planting and caring for trees is needed?"P

Amang .the parents samething 'mnay be accani-

plished; but for the true teacher thF. pupils will be

the mainstay in such an undertaking. In mny awn

experience, I have always -found pupils willing ta

assist in any wark which had for its abject the un-

provement of schaol conditions. Da nat think that

the' improvements seen about the schaal premises

wili* be aIl the gaodý wrought. Fifty years f rom

ta-day a few gray-haired menr and wamnen will give

-f their children axid g'randchilàretfi encouragement in

having a garden" aIl their awn;" will take mare

interest in ànd extend syffipathy and service ta the

better appearance of the schoal grounds because of

your altruism wheti you taught the district schaol.

We are building for the.future.

*But I hear you say, " What is the use?ý When 1

leave,,succeeding teachers will not take care af any-

thing. That may be; but the goad exanîplè set by

yog-mui't bear fruit, somcwhere, somne tim .e.

No blooming of roses'enduretb -forever,

The glories of sunset flot alway remain;

Yet liveth their grace ini the spirit, though neyer

* The senses perceive the same beauty again.
-S. M. Newniai.

If the schaol grounds are flot enclosed , wan't, yotu

try this spring ta induce the trustees ta put up a

neat wire fence with suitable gates? If cattle and

other animaIs do not roam the raads in your section,

it may not be necessary ta enclose the schoal

&rounds ; but" "an ounce of preventio~ is warth a

Pound of cure." Perhaps you cauli raise same

111ney 1hy njeans of a concert or social ta help pay

imr the fenice. -Whcerc there is a wvil1 there is a

11, atlditiali to thc planting of trees, shrubs, flow-

crs, etc., can't sanlie of aou arrangc for a real school

garden ? The board of education will give ta every

teacher wvho establishes a garden, and makes good

educatiaflal nse' of it. a yearly grant of thirty dol-

lairs; and ta the trustees of -the schaol a@ grant of

twenty dollars, which. ainiunt is ta be used in con-

nection. with the garden and school grounds, ta- pay

for tools, plowing, cultivation during the vacation,

etc., etc. Any persan who lias a love for the things

af nature, is enthusiastic, perseveriflg, and willing

ta do 'some mental and physical work beyond the

routine, can, by study and experience, make a suc-.

cess 'of schaol gardening.
Do nat think that th.'e abject of a schaal garden

is ta teach farmers how ta farm. In every section

no doubt there are'a few farniers who could give-

even a well-trained teacher many " pointers" as

regards agriculture. In every section, -also, there

are persans wha could teach the teacher grarmar,

nîathematics, histary, etc., subjects in which, if in

any subject, the teacher has been well drilled.

Teachers do nat pretend ta have a monopoly nf

every ordinary subj ect, yet they must teach those

subjects as best they can ta the children sent ta

them from hames' where there may be experts ini

those ardinary- subjects. The school. garden is for

the children primarily, and we must measure re-

sults f rom the standpaint of the children, and not

fram the standpoint of the successful agriculturist.

"Give children large interests, and give thern

early."
I hope that you, fellow-teachers, after reading

my remarks, will do somne bard brain work, and,

if possible, crystallize yaur thoughts in to deeds. I

may say that I haveprepared a bulletin that giveS

detailed directions for the planting of trees and

sbrubs, and thelimaking and care of school gardens.

This bulletin will appear as an appendix of the

chief superintendent's annual repart. It. will also

be published in separate bulletin farn for free dis-

tribution. At aIl tinies 1 shahl be pleased ta advise

or assist yau, teachers, in. any way that I ca.n.

Dan't be backward about writing in regard ta any

topics relating ta nature study or schaol gardens.

With best wishes, Yours sincerely,

D. W. HAMILTON.

Normal School, Fredericton, N. B.,
February I2th, 1908.


