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Our course of instruction is so fuît that it seemns

as thoughi very littie timne can be spared for nature

sîtudy. This subject,,lcft as it is largely to the

teacher to select what and how miuch shall be taught,

is thei easicst crowded out. l4ut surely it is one of

the niost important, if not the miost important, sub-

jcct of the whole course. The child who has been

led to know somcething of his own surroundings.

and to be intcrcested in and in sympathy with themn,

lias an added interest in life.- LUs powers of obser-

vation are developed. an'd he'sees what otherwise

he wojuld pass- by without -noticing. Generally

speaking, it is thý things we are inteérested in we

sce.- The- teacher who has led the child to love the

study of nature bas done much more for him than,

if she had taught him to work out the most intri-

cate probiems or led him to memnorize history until

lie knows the event connected with every date be-

tween the covers of the text-book., These things hie

soon forgets. to a great extent, and most of themi

lie neyer misses, although, he has, of course, the

b4nefit derived froin the exercise of his reasoning

powers and miemory in the mastering of them. But

could nlot bis mind be developed equally well in

acquiring something that wiil stay it-himn and b

te imii a lasting source of intcrest and pleasure.

The study of nature is a live study. The text-book,

the world around him, is ever open before him with

its changing aspects as the seasons change-always

new. alwvavs interesting-Nvith its past history wvritten

cin its face for th c student of nature to read. -It is a

subjeet large enoughit l ast a lifetime. and the re-

sýults of the v-ears of study will be meagre , but inter-

csting enough te be a source of pleasure througb

ail that timie. And it bas a telling effect on the

1-wv*s moral character. No boyv can be cruel if hie

lias lcarlied tco love tlic study of birds aîid insects.

It imakee, him better. happier, more usefl-and his

is surelv the aimi of ail truc education.

-Quite ofîcu. t00. isç teacher. having got very

little nature study as a pupil. feels, that she knlows

tcxo little to undertake wo tcach il. What is -h!e going

to teach and whcre will she begin? As regards bier-

>elf. the first study of aIl truc teachers is the bigh-

st of ail nature studie.; the studv of the chilil

As regards whcere she shaîl begin to teach, Prof

Locbhead's adv'icc is "Iei-ntigthat bas ai

interest fo--r the chiidrcni. anything that bias an inter,

est. for you-somnetiflg suggestedby a reading les-

son. Once begun you wili be surprised at the num-

ber of subjects that will corne up for investigation

--only be sure to begin. There are many common-.

place tbings to study whcn we reaily, set with our

cyes and hear with our ears and realize that every

detail ef the structure of a plant' or an animal, or

of the country around, hias a history and a ineaning,

Most of it within the comprehiension of the child."

0f course, as teachers, wc iust have some definite

knowledge of the subj ect ourselves before we

atiempt to teach it. It is right to study and in*#'esti-

gate with the pupis. but wve need help outside -Qf'

this. There are niany excellent books on nature

study, somne of which evcry teacher sh.ould have, and

that such be in the library of every school fortunate

enough to have a iibrary. Every teacher should

read " The Nature Studv Idea,' by 'Baîley, and

Flash-liits of Natuire.* by Grant Allan;

then there is -Nature's Garden by 'Bianichard:

NareStudy Course," bv Deerness, n ra

many others on nature study iii general, bes-ides a

great variety- of compreliensive ones on the differ-

ent departulents of the sub-ject. These latter are

many of them too expensive for a teacher to afford

in a private library;, and here is where the 'school

library should corne in.

Granted that very little tinie San be given to nature

study, there are spare momrents that can be utilized

-jyst a few minutes here ani there on something

that happens to corne up-excursions to be nmade

after school, questions put to the children and sug-

gestions made that will lead themn to kcep their eyes

open and senses alert outside of the schoolrooni, and

corne in next niorning full of the things they saw.

It mav be a newv bird-it often iofvery wonder-

fui colour and iînarlking-. showing how sadly in need

of training the pulpil is along the line of making

correct observations~ in detail; later. the wonderful-

specimen sobers down int solilething quite ordinary.

Thus. with only a few minutes now and then, with

very little space on the tinme-table. nature study may

be made a very important feature of the year's

work.

* Wc can begin work right where we are-in our

*home surroundings. in the school-yard. Study the

*plants that -grow there--not for the purpose of

analysis particularlV, but with regard to their7 en-

vironment. Whv thcv grow. in that particular

1locality: what in-their structure makes themn adapt-»

- d to thieir surrounidings. the effect of light and


