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On the ove of the day fixed for the coronation.
the sudden'illness of Kiîýg Edward, and the need
of perforniing a dangeréus surgical operation to
save bis life, caused the oeremony to be indefinitely
postponed. Grief and anxiety took the place of
rejoicini ,througliout the ýempire. The King, how--
ever, quickly rallied; ancd bis crowning took place
on the àh of August, Iwith mucli less spiendor
and nmOJiceni:e, and wjth briefer -ceremony, but,
no doubt, with deeper réligous fervor than if the
interruption had flot occturred. And this, perhaps.
was fitting; for the croi*ning of an English king
is essentially a religious Weemony, an:-acknowledg-
ment that ail rule.and ail -aLthority -contes fromn
God.i

A Russian cheinist bas invented a new proceas of
treatmng.wood in such a ffanner as to make it fire-
proof. Experiments m4de by the Gernian navy
with wood so treated .sbbw that it wil[ witbstand
tbe blaze froin petroleuffi soalced faggots for an
hour before taking fire.

The completion of the great dami across the Nile.
at Assouan, is announced. It is about a mile and
a quarter in length, and vises inety feet above the'
river beJ. Its purpose is to regulate the heiglit of
the river for agritultural purposes.

The Baldwin Arctic expedition, wbich, when it
set out liât sunimer, was said to have been better
equipped than any other, bas returned unsuccessful.

Tbe campanile of St. Mark's, Venice, one of the
most fanious and beautiful detached bell towers of
the 'world , bas fallen., Tbe foundations of this
tower were laid in 911, and it was completed in
1591. Its height was 322 fee.t.

It is said that- the new irrigation works ini Egypt
have so ihcreased the 'humidity of the air that the
sphinx rnay -become a muin. Tbere are now from
fifteen to eighteen days of rain in Eg;ypt annuallY
where formerly rain was almnost unknown, and the
crumbling away of this remarkable monument of
alicient irt, that lias stood tbrougb so many cen-
turies, la. bélieved now to bo wliy. :a question of
years.

The Colloge of Cardinals, at Rome, after due
consideration, bas definitely refused to canonizle
Joan of Arc. Some of the reasons for refusai are
tlîat ber capture disproves bier divine mission, that
she sufferecl martyrdom- unwillinglýy, and that bier
own admissions throw doubt upon bier moral char-
acter.

The abandonnient bY Great Britain of five small
islands in the Bay of Honduras bas caused great
indignation.among the inhabitants. These islands.
which .belong territorially to the Republic of. Hon-
duras, were unoccupied until about sixty years ago,
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wben some colonists, .principally .froin Jamaiëa.
made a settiement. there. and .cWamed Britishi pro-
tection. The dlaim was allowed for a time, but the
British flag boing.now withdrawn, the inhabitants
_who choose t9 remain must becotne cititens of Hon-
duras.

The growing influence of Great Britain inii the
east is ,shown ini the' announcement that an agree-
ment has been conchided under whieh Great Brit-
ai and Japan guarantee the independence of Koýea.

The Marquis; ofý Salisbury hpbu resigned- the
premiership of the United KCiagdom, aàd .beea sué-
ceeded by. bis nephew, the 'Riglit Ho.A. J. Bal-'
four. Lord Salisbury, in retiri»g,ý leaves the 9sn-
pire at peace,,and free from tbe.two- grçat dangers
that threatened it ini Afrc,' the hostility of the
Soudait and-tise ambition of the Bocis to eé<itro
ail -Sôuth Africa and -9drive the B14Mal ito -the
sea.". Theréjsave been no importwitt changes in
the c.binet, ad'the Balfour adminiistration may lie
regarded as a contimsance of the Salisbury admnin-
istration..

The first of the Welsb.sottiers fromn Patagonla
have arrived and bp'for*arded to -tlhir, new homnies
in- Assiniboia. et1rs wil .probably, follow.

Aniong the discoveries made now that the war
la over, is the fact that i Boesis had.a, very'rmuch

lr&nùmber of -mn under anis- than ý we sup-

Foregu prisoners of war* taken witb the. Boer
prisoners.. will not be aliowed to return -to Souath
Africa when th"y are set at libertY.

scbools for natives, are, to be among the new
tbings introduced in -the Transvaal and Orange
River colonies under Britisb rule.

Good progress bias been made'in -resettling the~
Boer farffis.' -Already 9,000 families. have beýn
reinstitèd- on their lIaàcia,.though> the worké of rç-
placig then ià accompanied. by man*y difficulties.r

Caaa îa to be the. great source of' the:'*orld's
*futiùte -supply of pulp w"oc Her mnagni4lcent 'boit

of spruce,- extending front Quebec to the. Macken-
zie River, -is' as yet practically 'ttouCheci, excep>t
along -its so uthekn . etin Rallway pffojects nôw
undertaken w-fill before long open up this boit and
make its wealth available.

Steamers runing between, the United States
and C:entrýal, Ainenicà, are now using oit for fuel.
The ekperiment is toho tried on a large passenger
steamer crossig the Atlantic. It lias -aiready been
found, practicabie in Russia;,and it açeins probable
that oit will.soon take the place of coal on lail ocean.
steamers.

The premiers of thse Atlantic Provlices, it, i.saici.
will hold a meeting in Quebec in Septeniber to dis-
cuss an important amendment to thse -Britishs North


