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the eneniy and Carthage was forced to
sue for peace which was granted on
very severe ternis.

This first war with Carthage had
made Rome a power on the sea, but
nearly twenty years elapsed 'hefore
another great naval enterprise was
undertaken. In 229, B. C., some Ital-
ian inerchant ships were captured by
pirates of Illyria, a country on the
eastern sie of the Adriatic. The
Romans demanded satisfaction which
was refused. Perhaps the refusai was
more satisfactory to Rome, for it gave
lier an exèuse for fittiug out a vast
fleet of two lîundred ships which com-
pletely subdued Illyria and so brought
another country und er the Roman
yoke.

To the Romans of this age war was
the only honorable means of acquiring
wealth froni other nations. Trade
was looked upon with the sanie con-
tempt with which it is regarded by the
titled snobbery of to-day. .A law was
passed about this time whîch prohibi-
ted Roman senators frorn owning ves-
sels exceeding a very sniall burden.

The second Puuic war culminatîng
li the defeat of Hanînibal at Zama was
one of great land batties, but its stip-
ulations bring us to the sea. Along
with paying a surn equal to
Sîo.ooo.ooo within, fifiy years, the

Carthaginians were forced te deliver
ail their navy with the exception of
ten triremes, to the Romans. Al
that magnificent fleet, numbering up-
wards of five hundred slips was bur-
ned by Scipio ini view of the Cartha-
ginians. We can scarcely realîze how
mortifving that sight was to a people
whose standards so lately dominated
nearly all Italy. During this war
Rome also reduced Syracuse. This
event is of special interest, for the
great talents of Archimedes were exîi-
ployed in the defence of that city,
against the Roman fleet.

Wlîen the fifty years required to
pay the war îiideninity had elapsed,
the insatiable Romans souglit fresh
excuses for ho.stilities against Carth-
age.

Masinissa, a king of Numidia in al-
liance with Rome, was encouraged to
harass Carthage and througli his
machinations Romne soou found the
excuse she so much desired. War
was again declared against Carthage,
and after a terrifie struggle, in which
both peoples suffered severely, Carth-
aire was utterly destroyed. So per-
ished one of the greatest sea powers of
ail tîme.

In the same year Rome also des-
troyed the great and wealthy city of
Corinth.


