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MAIRV-, DWYRXE'S CHRISTMAS

Martin retired to the chamber, minus his spouse ; and being

that time no believer in the supernattiral, iminecliately laid

wn to rest on a pallet that bis wife hâd prepared for 1iiix.

)ouit two o'clock he was awaketied, from a heavy sleep by the

ýssure of a human hand on bis body. H1e looked up at the

tire of a tail Frencliman, in the old and picturesque costume

his country, only that his head. was bound wîth a lbloody'

ndage. Struck with sudden and extreme fear, he was about

spring from bis bed, but the spectre stood before hlmii ini tlit

gtmoonliglit, with one armn extended so, as to miaster imii if

attemipted to rise; the other hand held up in a warnmng and

ive attitude, as if threatening Dwyre if lie sbould offer amn

;istance. Thus lie lay in mortal agony for more thani au hour,

:er which it pleased the spirit of ancient days to leave itu lii

ssession of bis chaxuber; which it did by vanishing throughi

e closed door out iuta the rear biall-way.
Dwyre, thougli soimewhat perplexed as ta the origini of the

litanit was about to grant himnself aicense to go to sleep agaii¾

len thirough the moonliglit that filhed bis rooinihe beganl ta see

s door slowly open, and ini the darknless of the outer hall lie

inmenelced toi see the gleamiing o! a soft Iigbit, whicbi ilicreased

brightuiess and exent. The gleaml seemned to corne frasi

me cenitral p)oit, whicb gradually took formi and beaiiie the

Il Freuchinani agaiu, whio slowly stepped acroas the hall and

mmileuced to descend the stairs. At the tbttoin the spectre:

used. and looking back, saw Dwyer, wlio lid riseiu froin is

d, gazinig at hlmi ln wonderment ; the Freuclhniafl slowly rai:sed

s hauds, wbich were long and bouy, and l*ld tlheni before lmi

lie salk upon bis kucees and buried his face iii the pailus, ln

e attitude of Prayer-wheii quite suddctily the 11gb t wenit olit

di Dwyre was iu darkneas.
After securinig a candle, Dwyre aroused the butier and told

hinm bis adveliture. The butler tinkiing thiat saine robbers

>re playiixg a praluk on the erratic D)wyte, suiticioid lus at-

adants ; and arm-ed with sword andbudrudscdd tilv
)be seenl about U1ic

or werur the subljcct oft


