
In a previous issue (December, 1914) this Journal
urged the importance of a central Bureau of Muni-
,cipal Information as the basis uipon which to build
that superstructure of civie education, so xiecessary
to the solidification and dignity of the municipal
life of this country. lIt was then pointed out that
the municipal seurtes were not made the most
of bee there 'was no jproper system of exehange
or information, and tbat it had been suggested that
the Cnadian Mnicipal Journal shoauId be the me-
dium. Ths uggestion ia now takiag ooncrete form
i thie determination of the CXTMLJ., with the help

o! men whose interests are identical with those of
themuicialtis, tobuild up suc abureau. 0f

course, this would be impossible without the aid of
the iiunicipalities thenseves, but this we have every
on~fidenice will b. forthowning, and as a start we

ask every muiiai clerk or treasnrer to èend in
a early as possible the statisties of bis particular
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2nd..-It does away with mucli unnecessary labor
on the part o! municipal officiais, for they, by fil1-
iug up thia ONE form, and taking copies, cau give
the saine answers to ail financial enaquiries.

The filling up of the form will mean ranch study
on the part o! officiaIs, and it has been even hinted
that it is almost beyond the average clerk, but this
the Journal does not beieve, for or experience
in the past has been that, however, intricate a muni-
cipal problem miglit be, the secretary4treasurer man-
ages to solve it. And wheu we suggest that this is
a standard !orm that will satisfy any reputable fi-
ancial liouse, it 'wiil bc worth the trouble to master
the questions. Soin. olerks wiIl ask why such an
elaborate f orm, when many bond houses are con-
tent to have much simpler forms flUod. Our answer
is that these saine simple fonris--made dei4berately
so te ensure even a repl-are not sufficient for a
tenderer to put in as high a price he would do if
he had more detailed information, eonsequently ten-
ders when opened usually fail short o! the prices
expected. This can be proved by the betr prices
secured by those municipalities, whieh whoei off or-
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To Municipal Treasurers and Clerks


