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SNGLISIIMEN are won t ta boast of tIc
age .of thieir iberal instituttionis, e\,on as
thtey are proud of their anicestry anîd
their aidl castles and theilt grandrathers'

dlocks. Tlîey are too apt ta think that the
vessential princi Ides af constitt-jonal govern-
nient, whîch have been theirs for centuries,
Werle fiirst recognized and developed in their
own history. Te on ateMgaCat
not onl1Y as the basis ai their own liberties, but
as tIc foundatian afiaal thaït persanal freedamn
of the subljeet whieff is so larcgely enjoyed thc
world over. This is oui atl rc

Ortly seven years lifter the Great Charta
xvas Nvrested fromn ICîn. Johin It itunnymede,
tIc Grolden Bull xvas proclaimed by the Ilun-
garian Parliamnent, and the king wvas iorccd ta

-ie Iiis conisenit ta its provisions, the iast af'
whicli -%as tInt "if tIc en should despise the
laws of bis contry, then the niagnates and
freemien shouid be entitled ta resist thue autho-
riry of sitl a king without thcreb)y hicurringr
the p>enalies af hfigh treason. " Th~Iis was oniy
the confirmation of righits heI Hinga-
riait nation hll mnjayed froi the earliest days
af irs -gveriituent. Thecldoctrine that kings
lîid their power by Divine riglit, and that re-
sistance ta thin -vas a crime, w'ai hin ini Eng-
land as late as tie seventeenth. cenitury, buit
nover slcece4eil ilu gottîng a foathîold lu .1ILna-

~Vhen the barbaraus tribes .%rlo camne fron
thie Steppes af Asia, andf laid the first founda-
tion af the 1-lungarian nation, started ntpan
their- exliedition of calonizing conquest, they
made a saleiln. agreemený-lt thal; their lZing""
shldc be elected. that lie should be 1bound by
a compact ta resp)ect their righîts. and tliat -'if
Ilc shouid breakz the contraet lie should be de-
rtosed and cursed and ban ii.shied." 'Vhrough ail
the subsequent stages af l-ungariaii Iiistory,
in the xnidst ai civil dissensions and af foreigu-i
wa~rs, this principle of tili responsibi]ity ai
thieir te te peoiple and thc riglit ai the
peop)le ta lid thenm acco-uitable for tlueir use
of power, and ta depose and banish theui iii
case af its abuse. Nvas neyer for anc marnent
reiiîquisled.

It wvas nat until the tinte of Cromwell that
tIe people af England coulut hld thieir king ta
an equal responsibiIity, but 110 kit ever as-
cended thLe ilungarian throne wvho dIld niot re-
cognize hiis resp-oiisib)ility, ta lier parliamnent
arnd subject Iijmnseif ta ai the attendant condi-
tions. Thuns w~hiIe Eiiglandi's l)eclaration of
Rights becamne faet in 1215, somne seven years
before the Hungarians openly secuired simular
liberties, the spirit and temper ai the people
w'e se much mare iii harmony -with the prin-
ciples invalved. 'qhat these liberties at once be-
camfe recagnized and recognizabie, nover mare
ta be disowned ar disputed ; while in England
it was inany tardy ycars before thc national
mind gritped and retained thc preciaus righîts
that; should laive been theirs before, and seve-
rai soicmn verificatians ai thc Charter wvere
required before thc Englisli kings acceptcd the
will af thc people.

Thc ]3ulla Aurpa, or Goi&ln Bull, of thc

HInigarians wvas wr-ung fromn Andreas Il. in
1222. He was a waextravaganit, and over-
iiblitious king. In trying ta extend his do-
main le broitglit dlistress uipon the country.
Businesswxas prostrated, anid finances becalne
se disarrangedl that h, wsa.s obliged te seli
crown lands ta maintain the iiiilitary estab-
lishinenit. H-e made favorites of foreigniers
and treated the native aristocracy -vith caon-
temnpt. At last, uiîwilingi ta endure furthier
exac' tions, thc nobility deteriined ta put an
end ta thc royal prerogatives and forced this
document froni the king. It is intercsting in
these last enlighitened days af the nineteenth
century, to notice somne of the enactinents of
titis great charter, proinul.-ated in thc early
t1ays of the thtirteentli. Thc comparison is

only a conîparison and not a coiîtrast, and is
nat to the disadvantag-e of the earlier law to
any extent. Personal ireedami was securcd to
ali it b)eiing reuidered illegral ta imprison or
punisht auy anc who iad not been surmmoned
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and convictect by the ordinarY tribunals. The
nobility -were ta be exemrpt frotn taxation, but
were i'equired ta <la 11i] itary service at their
ow'n expense. They could nat bc caxnpelled to
serve in an aggressive war nar on other titan
I{ungarian tcrritory. Persans cauld dispose
of thcir estates by will mithauit interference
frata thc king. Foroigners wvcre excluded
froni holdling office unicss naturaiized. NVIle
the nobility were carefully protected frein op-
pression by the king' ample safeguards wvere
rdaced betiveen the nobility and thc people.

The reader clin scarcely faau ta bc struck
with tIc singular coincidence of twa countries
so littie knawn ta eacli other, as were Engiand
andi Hungary, having obtained wvithin seven
years of each other, througli the w'eakness af
their imonarclis, thc great charters of ilheir
liberties. The Himungriaw, -wcre at thaï; time
daubtless superior ta the Englisli in eniitened
notions oi freedam, of civil riglits and of poli-
tical privileges.

Tho Hungarians are the descendants'of awar-
likc race of Tartars who inhabited the vast

plains lying between the frozen regions of Si-
beria, and thet geniai vaileys of China. It was a
defenco against the inroads of these, Tartars
that the g-reat walI of China was bult about
209Bi. c. 'i'Iiesc two peoples were coflstantly at
war wvîth eacil other until finally the Chinese
glaincd the miastery, whien a large body of Tar-
ters, unwiiling to submit to the conquerers and
hiaving assurned the ilnme of Magyars, started
westwvard in search. of a new home, and finally
alter miuch wandering took possession of the
vafleys along the Danube to whiehi they gave
the naine of Hiungary.

Froin the time the Magyars became estab-
lishied in Hungary the neîghboring nations were
fled with alaim and astonishlinent and not
'vithout cause. The terror of their arms soon
spread ail over Europe te France and Itaiy, and
the.potentates were forced to conciiate thiem
with gifts of the inost costiy and magnilicent
character. These predatory expedîtions ceased
early in the tenth century under the rule of
Geisa aud his enliglitened and devoted wife
Saroita, and the attention of the people wvas di-
verted frorn the arts of war and dirccted to the
pursuits of peace. For many years the nation
prospered and incrcased in. wealth and know-
Iedge. Their kings wçýere generally wvise and
patriotie. With in occasional exception, their
lives xvere unstained by the violence, oppression
and crime whichi so oftcn marks the early his-
tory af the na'ions. Thcy wero solicitous for
the welfare and happiness of the people ratier
tha thleir awi advainceinent. They firmly up-
hield the clignity of the Hiuigarian crown and
the idepenclence of the nation anci maintained
ordler and contentmnent at home by judicious
laws and prudent regulations. In short, a
horde of wandering barbarians wvere in the
course of a century, transformned intoâi civilized
and christian nation net behînd the forernost in
its views of civil liberty and tolerance and wvith
more truc ideas of just government than the
more civilized nations of Europe. Duriug the
latter part af the fourteentli century Hiungary
wvas recognized as the inost powerful country
in Europe. l'or rnany years it inaintained thîs
position, chielly by the sagacity of its kings and
the br avery of its soldiers. .A;ongst these nota-
bles were Johni Hunyadi, the ablest commander
of the timne, but for whose skill and foresiglit
the Turks wvould have swept, over the whole of
Europe ; and Matthias Corvinus, the best king
that ever sat on the throne of Hungary, wvho
knew so well hiow to inaintaîn and adoru. his
exalted position that lie wouid seemn one of those
rare instances where fortune awarded a crown
to one -,%hein nature hadl forined to wear it wor-
thily.

Unfartiunately in the sixteenth century the
accidentai drowning of LouiiII ici t Hungary
without akn.The Diet clected Johin Zapolya,
the governor of the Provinces and commander
of the army, to the throne ; some Ilungarian
magnates, bribed by Austrian gold, proclaimed
for Ferdinand of Hapsburg flic ruling liuse in
Austria then as now. For cleveti ycars the
rivais contested for thc throne and the country
wvas drendied inbtlood. Each contestant asked
for assistace froin tIc Sultan of Turkey and it
wvas granted ta Zapolya. Peace was at last
concludcd by dividing the counitry, giving each
a portion to rule over. Thus thc flapsburgs
got a foothold on thc throne of Hungary that


