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be dealt with here. From it we learn, however, that a numerical dispro-
portion of the sexes, no matter how produced, need not alarm us, as it will
be of only temporary duration. Having been produced by the action of
external conditions, and being the most suitable arrangement while those
conditions exist, when they cease to prevail the disproportion will in its turn
diminish until the most favourable ratio is again reached.

Among polygamous races a marked disproportion in favour of male
births might be expected, and accordingly a tendency to equalization of the
Sexes, monogamy being thus practically induced. With regard to purely
pologamous nations unfortunately no data are accessible, and as regards the
Mormons of the neighbouring Republic, they cannot be regarded as purely
Polygamous, not being self-sustaining, but maintained by proselytizing. If
any inferences are to be drawn from them the very necessity for prosely-
tizing would argue against polygamy being in accordance with the laws of
hature. Kven among the Turks we find the Harems to a certain extent
maintained by the importation of Circassian and other female slaves ; but
the Eastern nations—among which polygamy is most prevalent-—exist
under far different environment than do the Mormons, the climate itself
Tendering the conditions more favourable in making nuatrition as a rule
Toore abundant and more easily available, and perhaps polygamy may with
them be self-sustaining. Among polygamous animals two conditions are
Markedly different, whether wild or domesticated, for in both cases the
Proportion of female births seems to be in excess. The existence in polyg-
4mous forms of numerous enemies—for as a rule polygamous forms are
vegetable feeders affording food for carnivorous forms—may perhaps atford
8 clue to this, In fact there isa tendency for domesticated forms to become
Polygamous,

Further statistics with regard to polygamy must however be awaited

efore any statements based on natural laws can be affirmed concerning it.
.In the meantime Dr. Diising’s paper suggests some very important thoughts
I connection with it. J. P. McM.

MONTREAL LETTER.

AvrriL 18th, 1885.
No difference between this city and the cities of Ontario is more marked

t . .. .

h?‘n.that Which comes under the head of political interest. Here party-
Politics are feebly developed in comparison with Toronto, Hamilton or
London.

In fact, not only in politics but in other public matters, Mon.
apathy axs itself as a city of various uncohesive units. Its political
¥ 18 mirrored in its weak representation at Quebec and Ottawa, The

a8t adveny of the Conservatives to power had two special effects which
ave done much to debilitate the once strong Liberal ranks. Firstly, the
Anadian Pacifi contractors, Liberals to a man, were reduced to neutrality.
eN.P, through the embarkation of a good many more leading Reformers
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trié)mtecmd manufactures, resulted in a greatly diminished opposition to
tphant Conservatism. Our press, while not so strong as that of
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ronto, is much less violent in tone, and the Gazelte particularly is marked

Y3 spirit of quiet dignity, worthy of imitation elsewhere.
New 0ntrea! i.s thoroughly commercial in the tone of its soci'ety. As in
Tankg o(f)rf}(’ n:' Is the wealthy people who not only lead, but entirely fill, the
for Bogt, ashion, M?Gill University has not yet done the work' of Ha.ryard
Still oy on.  Of artistic, scientific or literary culture there is but little.
lagt, mer t.mercha.n.t princes are munificent in all matters of education, the
& sun Ntloned object for their aid being a botanic garden which is to occupy
1y slope of Mount Royal.
Ing cen‘::ould seem, year by year, that Montreal is gaining as a manufactur-
it epj o e, and l_osmg ground in commerce. It ]ac.ks ‘back countx;y, whlle
Opu']la{.s an unrivalled position as port, and has in 1tg French Canadian
eal of .on an ample supply of cheap labour. Our merchants take a good
vet the_mtemst in the re-enactment of reciprocity with the United States,
Moven, ' number seems not to include a leader capable of.’ organizing a
ew ent for the measure. It seems to me that O:}uada is just where the
cially élgland States would be if the rest of the Union separated commer-
0sg, om them, What New England would then suffer is our present
the gq; 2 natural market for Quebec hay and other farm produce 1 in
and M]ommg States ; for Nova Scotian coals in Maine, New Hampshire
manuf: s:“Chusgtts. Reciprocity should certainly admit certain American
ineg w(: ures, Tt is folly to attempt manufacturing ln.Canadu in manﬁ
i our °re & vast market is needed for economical working, as ev%dence
Prietorg grlr}t trade. To relieve surplus stocks of cotton, our mill pro-
ong, e8ire to send their goods to the calico-printers of Manchester in
€08t the W0 ocean freights and repeated handlings no more than off-set tl-,ﬁ
ago e?l?nomy and artistic excellence of Ma.nchester: as com.[{ared ) lwx
are bego',i 'he enormous national outlays for the Canadian Pacific Railway
Such Fan~n“‘% to alarm Conservative people here. Few have fmth‘n}l any
8u0cessfpi filling-up of the North-West as may make the great hig nva.);
an infOru Within twenty years. Yet apathy among vobers.——f,he absence o
hag med and jealous public opinion such as Great Britain possesses—

Placed n gi ' i of a few
ragh poli ticianifganmc mortgage on the country at the mstancez.

;

“ONE BY ONE THEY GO.”*

Mprs. Susanva Moobpig, the youngest of the Strickland sisters, has gone
from our midst. So well known in Toronto, and so much esteemed for her
literary talents, as well as for her personal worth, many Canadians will
join with her sorrowing relatives in regret for the loss of one of whom it
may be said, “ Take her for all in all, we ne’er shall look upon her like
again.” As a young child she early gave evidence of much original talent
-—one might say of genius—which showed itself in her love of verse and
in all that was beautiful. She began writing at an age when children are
yet learning the rudiments of cducation. The lonely country house in
which her young days were passed, with its old-fashioned garden, planta-
tions and labyrinth of wooded lanes, its vicinity to the sea-coast, and the
absence of young companions, no doubt fostered literary tastes in the
Strickland sisters, which were fed by solitude, free access to a large library
of books, by the legendary tales and old family chronicles listened to with
cager interest at the fireside of the old Hall, and the stormy events of the
early part of the century. All these aided in giving a particular tone to
the young romantic minds of the inmates of the Suffolk mansion.

It is said circumstances make the man; no doubt in a great measure
this is true, and it might be that it was so in the case of this remarkable
family. It was this combination of influences brought to bear upon natural
talent that produced authoresses in the Stricklands, each following the
bent of her peculiar taste. Thus the historical element in the elder
sisters produced the scries of * Moral Biographies ”; in Susanna works of
poetry and fiction; ¢ Roughing it in the Bush,” and other books well-
known were also written after she became a sojourner for the last fifty
years in Canada ; but she had written many minor works in England long
before she, with her husband, migrated to this country in 1832. Out of
the six sisters five were kuown to the literary world. Their brother, the
late Colonel 8. Strickland, also wrote that pleasant volume, “ Two Years
in Canada,” one of the most cheerful as well as useful books that has yet
been given as a guide and help to the Canadian immigrant.

In this brief notice of Mrs. Moodie it is not necessary to retrace the
events of her Canadian life. ' Some loving hand among those who live to
mourn her loss may possibly gather the unwritten fragments together at
a future date. M.

Mr. WHITE was a man of many parts, but he will be best known to
posterity as a Shakespearian critic, and by his edition of the great dram-
atist. His best works are “ Shakespeare’s Scholar,” published in 1854,
and “ Words and their Uses,” first issued in 1865. He was an enthusi-
astic musician, a good performer on the violin, and at times published
entertaining musical papers in the form of personal recollections. He was
all his life a pamphleteer. His “Gospel of Peace,” “The House that
Tweed Built,” ¢ Appeal” (against the decision of the bishops in the now
forgotten Onderkonk case), and any others had wide circulations. He
was descended from John White of Puritan stock, his father being a South
Street merchant. He graduated in the University of New York in 1839,
studied medicine and law, was called to the bar in 1841, but never followed
the profession, preferring to pursue literature. He was at one time con-
nected with the Courier and Enquirer and the World. For a time—from
1861 to 1878—Mr. White was head of the Marine Bureau. The immediate
cause of his death was gastritis, from which disease he has suffered all
winter. R.

[ The above was unavoidably crowded out of our last issue.—ED.]

HERE AND THERE.

Trae Montreal Herald, having metaphorically buried its head in the sand,
is very angry with other journals who have not followed that sagacious
example. Unfortunately for our contemporary, rage hag blinded it to the
decencies of journalism, and the other day its edltonal. columns were
distigured with a gratuitous attack upon THE WEEK which we hope ere
now has been bitterly regretted. The ultimate cause of this unfortunate
incident was nominally the statement that an amount of reluctance to
being sent to the North-West was shown by some eastern contingents.
This was looked upon by some writers as to some extent confirming
rumours of dissatisfaction with Confederation in the case of Nova Scotia
and sympathy with Riel in that of Quebec. Well, what is the use of try-
ing to suppress, or affecting not to notice, facts which are not only certain
but prominent ? If the Press is to tell people falsehoods, who is to tell
them the truth? Was it not French sympathy that saved Riel before, and
enabled him to escape and give us all the present trouble? Were the
accounts of dissatisfaction and even desertion amongst the Quebec bat-
talions altogether apocryphal? Is the reported disgraceful behaviour of
Colonel Ouimet’s command entively an invention of the enemy? And
does not the meeting supporting rebellion held on Saturday last in Mon-
treal, under the auspices of the Club National, contirm the fear expressed
by Tue Week that Ricl had many French sympathizers? If it is the
policy of the Herald to conceal these or other facts fqr party purposes, it
is none the less the duty of all independent journals to indicate their actual
significance. This THE WEEK proposes continually to do.

* S Stric l 1 i\i . Moodie), sixth daughter of ‘thomas Strickland, of ‘I{eyq()n
Hall, g\l:?f?)tlllr{l? x\c};zl{)l:r‘:ln;t( Sg;:we ii(:usg, Bungay, Suffolk, Dgcember the (»tlg 1808 ; died
in T(.;ronto, at the residence of her son-in-law, J. J. Vickers, Esq., Avpril the 8th, 1885,

Richard Grant White was born in New York, May 23rd, 1882, and died in his native
city, April 8th, 1885,




