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be deait with hiere. Froin it we learn, however, that a nuinerical dispro-
portion of the sexes, no matter how produced, need not alarmn us, as it wvill
be Of only temlporary duration. Having- heen produced by the action of
erternal conditions, and being the mnost7suitable arrangrement while those
conditions exist, when they cease to prevail the disproportion will in its tura
diminisîs until the most favourable ratio is a-ain reachecl.

Amonig polygamous races a niarkcd disproportion in favour of maie,
birtbs miglît be expccted, and accordingly a tendency to equalization of the
sexes, monogainy being thus practically induced. With regard to purely
POlogamous nations unfortunately no data are accessible, and as regards the
Mormons of the neighbouring Republic, they cannot be regarded as purely

h- Polygamlous, not being self-sustaining, but maintained by proselytizing. If
anfy inferences are to be drawn froml thein the very necessity for prosely-
tizing would argue against po]ygamy bcing in accordance with thc ],-w,; of
n~ature. Even arnong the, Turks we find the Harems to a certain extent
Maintaincd by tlic imlportation of Circassian and other femiale slaves ; but
the Eastern nations-airiong which polygamy is ilnost prevalenit--exist
under far different environrnent than do the Mormlons, the climat(, itself
rendering- the conditions more favourable in niaking nutrition as a mieo
more aburidaînt aînd more easily available, and perhaps polygamy may witli
them be self -sustaining. Amrin polygainous animnais two conditions are
markedly different, whethcr wild or domiesticated, for in both cases the
proportion of feniale births seems to be in excess. The existence iii polyg-
ailolis forîîns of nuinerous enemiies-for as a rule polygaînous forins are
vegetable feeders aflording food for carnivorous f orms -may perhaps atUord
a 'lue to this. In fact tlici' is a tendency for doinesticated forais to becoine

Polygamlou5 *
eurther statistics with regard to polygamny must howevem be awaitcd

hefore any statements based on natural laws can be affirmefi concerning it.
11n the mneantimîie Dr. Dmsing's paper suggests somo very important thoughts
inl cO1111ectio with it. J. P. MCM.
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No différence between this city and the ci tics of Ontario is more markcd

than that which cornes under the head of political intcrest. Here party-
politiles are feebly developed in comparison with Toronto, Hamilton or
London. In fact, not only iri polities but in other public matters, Mon.
treal betrays itself as a city of various uncohesive units. Its political
apathy is mirrored in its weak representation at Quebec and Ottawa. The
Ilast advent of the Conservatives to power had two special effeets whîch
have done much to debilitate the once strong Liberal ranks. Firstly, the
Cana1dian Pacifie contractors, Liberals to a man, were reduced to, neutrality.
The N, .., through the enîbarkation of a good many more leading Reformers

tri tce anfcue rcsultcd in a grcatly diminished opposition to
tpiuanît Conservatismn. Our press, whulc not go strongy as that of

Toronto, is mucîs less violent in tonle, and the Gazette particularly is marked
by a spirit of quiet dignity, wortby of imitation clsewhiere.

Montreal is thorouglhly commercial in the toile of its society. As inXew York, it is therwealtby people who not only lead, but entirely fill, the

""or Boft1  fa McGill University has not yet donce the work of Hlarvard
for chan atisi scientifie or literary culture there is but littlc.

SitOu meoned princes are munificent in ail matters of education, the
1'12tmet ob ol ct for their aid being a botanie garden which is to occupy

a stn'Ys'ope of Mount Royal.
. tWOUld seem, year by year, that Montreai is gainiing as a manufactur-

g tre an losing ground in commerce. Lt lacks back country, while
enjoys an Unrivalled position as a port, and lias in its French Canadian

population an ample supply of cheap labour. Our merchants take a good
deal Of initerest in the rc-enactimcnt of reciprocîty with the ULnited States,

Y'et their flumber seemas îîot to include a leader capable of organizing a
noemet for the meaure. It seni to me tîat Canada il just 'where the

eeially fraod States would be if the rest of the Union separated comumer-
Thotes What New England would timen suifer is oui- present

T he adonnnatural market for Quemec lbay and other fanai 1 )roduce is in

anid Masch, States; for Nova Scotian coals iii Maine, New llampshire
Masactuestts. Reciprocity should certainly admit certain American

Lt8.I is folly to ntteuipt manufactuiring in Canada in many
.'les Whiere a vast market il n<l<dc for~ econoiaical working, as evidenced

11Our Print trade. To relieve surplus stocks oif cotton, our miii pro.Prietors desire to se, tergos oteclc printers of Manchester ini
bond. Two oceain freizhts and repeated hiandlings noe more than offset in

cOst' the eOlony and artistic excellence of Manchester as compared with
M4agog. The enormous national outlays for the Canadian Pacifie Railway

aeeglnninlg to alarm Conservative people home. Few have faith in any
Fiuch rapid filling-up oftu ot Ws s a ake the great highiway

PUCssu vothers-thet s aYc
a"'11u n witilin tAenty years. Yet apathy amnongrvtr-h absence of
lia inrme and .jealous public opinion such as GratBiinp5eC-

ach a ggnic nortgage on the country at tile instance of a few
rah Olticians.1 Z.
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" ONE BY ONE 1HEY GO.")*

MaS. StYSANNA MOODIE, the youngest of the Stmickland sisters, bias gone
from our midst. So wcll knlown in Toronto, and so mnucli esteemed for lier
literarv talents, as well as for hier personal worth, many Canadians will
join with lier sorrowing relatives in regret for the loss of one of whoml it
may be said, IlTake lier for aIl in aIl, we ne'er shahl look upon ber like
again." As a young clil sie early gave evidence of mauchi original talent
-one miglt say of geniius-wIiich showed itself iii lier love of verse and

in ail that was beautiful. She began writing at anl age wvben children are
yet learming the rudiments cf education. '[hle lonlely country bouse iii
which her young days were passed, with its old-fashioned garden, planta-
tions and labyrintb of wooded lanes, its vicinity to the sea-coast, and the
ab)sence of young compamiions, no doulit fostered litemary tastes in fie
Strickland sisters, which wvere fed by solitude, f ree access to a large library
of books, by the legendary tales and 01(1 famnily chronicles listeried to with
cager interest at the fireside of the old Hall, and the stormy events of the
early part of the century. AIl these aîded in giving a particular tonle to
the youn g romantic nmtinds of the inmates of the Suffolk miansion.

Lt is said cimcunmstances muake the man; no0 doubt in a g reat ineasure
this is truc, and it mighit be that it wvas so in the case of tfis remarkable
family. Lt was this combination of influences broughit to bear upon natural
talent tbat produced authoresses in the Stricklands, ecd following the
bent of her peculiar taste. Thus the historical elemient in the eider
sisters produced the series of Il Moral Biographies ";in Susanna works of
poetry and fiction; " oughing it iii the Bush," and other books well-
known were also written after slIe becamte a sojourner for the last fifty
years in Canada; but sIte liad wvritten înany minor works in England long
before she, with lier husband, migrated to this country in 1832. Out of
the six sisters five were knownl to the literary world. iheir brother, the
late Colonel S. Strickland, also wrote that pleasant volume, "lTwo Years
in Canada," onle of the most cheerful as well as useful books tlint hias yet
been given as a guide and lielp to tlie Canadian immigrant.

La this brief notice of Mrs. Moodie it is not necessary to retrace the
evenits of hiem Canadian life. Some loving hand among those wlio live to
mniourn ber loss inay possibly gather the unwritten fragmuents together at
a future date. M.

Ma. WHITE was a nî of mnany parts, but lie will lie best known to
posterity as a Shakespeariani critic, and by lais edition of the great dramn-
atist. His best works are 'l Shakespeare's Scholar," publislhcd in 1854,
and Il \ords and their Uss, irst issued in 1865. lie was an enthusi-
astie niusicma, a goodI perforem on time violimi, and at tirnes published
entertaining musical papers in tlic forma of personal rucoliections. 11e wvas
ail bis life a pamphieteer. lis "Gospel of Peace," "The Huse that
Tweed Built," Il Appeal " (againist the decision of the bishiops in the now
forgotten Onderkonk case), and inany others had wide circulations. 11e
was descended fromn John White of Puritan stock, his father being a South
Street merchant. He graduatcd in the University of New York in 1839,
studied muedicine and law, was called to the bar in 1841, but neyer followed
tbe profession, preferring te pursue literature. 11e was at on1e time con-
nected with the Courier and Enquirer and the Jor!d(. For a time-from
1861 to 1878-Mr. White was head of the Marine Bureau. The itmediate
cause of his death was gastritis, from which disease lie lias suflered ahl
winter. R

[Thc above was unavoidably crowded out of our last iSSUe.-ED.]

IIERE AND TIIERE.

THE Montreal lieraid, liaving metaphorically buried its head in the Band,
is very angry with other journals wlho have nlot followed that sagacious
example. Unifortntely for our conteiiporary, rageý lias blinded it to the
decencies of journalisin, and thc other day its editorial columns were
distigured with a gratuitous attack upon THE WEEK which we hope ere
now lias been bitterly regretted. The ultimate cause of this unfortunate
incident was nominally the, statemuent that ail amnounit of reluctance to
being sent to the Nortli-Ve.st was shown by somna eastemn contingents.
Thtis was looked upmn by soine writers as to seme extent confirming
rumeours of dissatisfaction with Confederation in the case of Nova Scotia
and symnpathy wîth Riel in that cf Quebe. Well, what is the use of try-
ing te suppress, or affectimag- not to notice, facts which are not only certain
but prominenit ? If the Press is 'te tell people falsehoods, who is to tell
thiem the tmuth?' Was it net Frenchi sympathy that saved Riel before, and
enabied hiim te escape and give us ail the present troublei Were the
accoumîts of dissatisfactien and even desertion amongst the Quebec bat-
talions altogether apocryphlal i Is the reported disgraceful behaviour of
Colonel Ouimet's coilmaand entirely an invention of the enemny I And
does net the meeting supporting rebellion held on Saturday last in Mon-
treal, under the auspices of the Club National, confirm tlie fear expressed
by THE WEEK that Riel had îaany Frenchi syuapathizers'i If it il the
policy of the llerald to conceai these or other facts for party pumposes, it
is noue the legs the duty of ail independent journals to indicate their actuai
significance. This THE WVain proposes contiuually to do.

* Smsanua S3trickLndl <Mýr4. Moodie), ixthi datimghter of 'hoias Stricklmînd, of Reydon
Hall, Smuffolk, wa8 borni at Stowe leuse, Bummgay, Suffolk, Deceuiber the (;th, 1803 ; died
iu Toronto, at the reaidence of lier son-in-Iaw, J. J. Vickers, Esq., April the 8th, 1885.

Richard G;rant White wvas borul ln New York, May 23rd, 1882, and died la hi$ native
oity, April 8th, 1885.

APRIa 23rd, 1885.i


