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the town councillors, who «ternly refuse to
grant it because Renan was godless and
mocked religion. It isa pretty quarrel as
it stands, but as the Bretons are obstinate
and very devout, a few generations must
elapse ere they will be able to comprehend
the word philosophy of Renan. Besides,
say the town councillors, his monument
already exists, that of his room or cell in the
local Catholic College that has never been
occupied since he abandoned the church.
Let visitors go to the college where the shade
of Renan can whisper St gumiris monu-

mentum circiamspice.
7.

CORRESPONDENCE.

THE FAST ATLANTIC SERVICE.
To the Editor of The Week :

Sir,—Thers is little real necessity for es-
tablishing a faster line of steamships between
Canada and England. Those merchants
who transact business requiring more than
ordinary despatch do so by means of the
cable message. If there isneed for a quicker
mail than that afforded by the Canadian
gervice, letters may be sent via New York
without any additional cost tothe Dominion.
The fact is, that wha Canada wants iu her
ships is tonnage capacity, not speed, It is
obvious, too, that a subsidy suchas that
now before the House would be unfair, as it
unduly favours one line. If this subsidy be
granted at all, however, it should b2 given
to a Canadian firm that the money may be
spent in this country and not abroad. Corpor-
ations with their head offices in Great Brit-
ain should not be the recipients of our
public funds. When we subsidize let us
subsidize Canadian enterprises.

Yours, ete.,
Teronto, July 17th, 1834, T,

AMERICAN PAPERS IN TORONTO
STRICKETS,
To the Editor of The Weck :

Sir,——Can you or any of your numerous
readers inform me how it is that American
daily and weekly papers are allowed to be
carried and called in our strects by news-
It is most offensive to my ideas of
the fitness of things to have the low-class
papers of Detroit, Buffalo and Chicago
flouted in the streets of Toronto. There is
a Detroit paper constantly cried for sale
here by newsboys which should never be
allowed to enter Canada, It is bad enough
to have our second-class booksellers’ shops
slopping over with the trash that proceeds
from the low American daily and weekly
press withoul having it stuck under our
noses at every corner of the street. Besides
this, Toronto streets should be reserved for
the sale of Toronte papers. Instead of
trying to ruin each other by telling little
tales about each other’s private affairs, the
Toronto dailies had better turn their atten-
tion to this abuse of their own peculiar
rights and privileges.

Whilst speaking of papers offered for
sale in the streets, may I venture to ask
why Tue WEEK is not carried by newsboys !
T hear it often asked for. ‘

Yours truly,

Rosedale, July 18th, 1894, T, C. J.
e

The Ameer is a man of presence, broad
and stout, fair skinned, with black hair and
beard, a good square head and piercing
eyes. His Highness' manner is dignified
and courteous, but if occasion arises he can
be exceedingly fierce.

.

THE WEEK.

EVOLUTION UP TO DATE.*

Just a year ago Prof. Huxley delivered
the Romanes lecture. His subject was
Evolution and Ethics. 1In this now famous
essay the distinguished biologist gives a
picturesque account of the Darwinian
doctrine of the survival of the fittsst
through the struggle for existence. This
 gladiatorial theory of existence” is sum-
med up in the convenient phrase—¢The
Cosmic Process.” This Cosmic process is
profoundly immoral, unethical, In the
secoud part of the essay which deals with
man’s ethical or moral progress, we find
these uncowpromising words: “Let us
understand, once for all, that the ethical
progress of society depends, not on imitat-
ing the Cosmic process, still less in running
away from it, but in combating it.” All
that we wish to insist on here is that in
1893 Prof. Huxley, following Darwin, and
in accordance with the all-prevailing doc-
trine, so reads nature and her wethods as to
come to the conclusion that nature is selfish,
immoral, unethical, and decides that the
highest progress of man must lead him to
repudiate nature’s methods, Prof. Huxley
is a thorough-going evolutionist, friends and
foes alike havecriticized the seeminginconsis-
tencies of these utterances. Prof. Huxley
may retort that he has simply stated two
truths and he mway be prepared to give some
account of how ethical man has been evolv-
ed from unethical nature, but at any rate
he proclaims the fact that man onght to be
ethical, unselfish, altruistic, in flat contra-
diction to the teaching of nature.

Some months later Mr. Benjamin Kidd
published a striking book entitled, ¢ Social
Evolution.” Mr. Kidd also takes for granted
the correctness of the Darwinian view of
nature’s method. Competition, the strug-
gle for existence, is shown to be the condi-
tion of progress. It is there shown thatin
this struggle the present generations are
being sacrificed for the future, the masses
are being exploited in the interests of the
raca, and that therefore no ‘ rational sanc-
tion ” can be found for the continuance of
so harsh a state of things. At this point,
when the socialistically inclined reader
exclaims * Exactly, we must put an end to
this awful struggle for existenca; what do
we care for unborn generations and the
progress of the race; we will seiza the
world’s wealth and found a Communism,”
Mr. Kidd counsels patience, and takes usto
another point of view. To the question as to
what is the central feature of human his-
tory, he replies the religious instincts and
its phenomena. The function of religious
beliefs in the evolution of society is shown
to consist chiefly in providing an ultra-ra-
tional sanction for that large class of conduct
in the individual, where his intorests and
the interests of the social organism are anta-
gonistic, and by which the interests of the
individual are rendered subordinate to the
general interests of society. In a review of
Western Civilization it is shown, that while
all religions in some measure come under
the above description, Christianity is the
gigantic birth of time, and has evoked to a
degree before unexampled in the world the
enthusiastic devotion of the individual to
the society, and our author adds : « Science
must, sooner or later, recognize that in this
movement we have, under observation, the

* Fvolution and Ethics, by T. H. Huxley, Lon-
don: Macmillan & Co.

Social Evolution, by Benjamin Kidd, Tondon :
Macmillan. Toronto : Fleming H. Revell & Co.

The Ascent of Man, hy H?I‘ITY Drummond. New
York, James Pott &Co. Toronto Fleming, H.
Revell & Co.
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