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READINGS FROM CURRENT LITERATURE.

IN NOVEMEER.

THE ruddy sunset lies
Banked along the west,

In flocks with sweep and rise
The birds are going to rest.

The air clings and cools,
And the reeds look cold

Standing above the pools
Like rods of beaten gold.

The flaunting golden-rod
Has lost her worldly mood,

She’s given herself to God
And taken a nun’s hood.

The wild and wanton horde
That kept the summer revel
Have taken the serge and cord
And given the slip to the devil.

The winter’s loose somewhere,
Gathering snow fora fight ;
From the feel of the air
I think it will freeze to-night.

) —D. C. Scott, in Sceribner’s Magazine.

STRANGE BEDS,.

THE old traveller to whom “lions” and sights have
ceased to be novelties, who is not easily stirred to enthu-
siasm or emotion over the charms and wonders of travel,
who has left off regarding journeys as contributing to the
pleasure of a holiday, gets often into the habit of dis-
tinguishing the places he has visited by their beds. Speak
to him of Rome, his face will not light up with enthusiasm
at the remembrance of grey ruins, of historical palaces, of
galleries of priceless art treasures, of associations with the
history of the world for two thousand five hundred years,
buat he simply murmurs “ pulex irritans.” Speak to him
of Spain, and he shudders at the recollections of nights
passed in the company of foes more galling even than
“pulex irritans.” Allude to the South of France, and he
dwells almost ecstatically upon the comfort of the Riviera
bed, with its spotless drapery and its quaint, tent-like
canopy, and speaks of the nightly dash beneath the gauzy
curtain in order to bar entrance to, it may be, but one
mosquito, whose hum, alternately loud and faint, would be
& potent banisher of sleep. Allusion to mosquitoes opens
the flood gates of the old traveller’s memory. He will tell
us how the noise made by the Hongkong variety is like the
rushing of wind through trees. He will cite the mos-
quito of the West Indies in general, and of St. Kitts in
Particular, as the most irrepressible and voracious of its
8pecies ; active and agoressive in broad daylight as in the
8tilly night, and impartial in its attentions to climate-
hardened resident or juicy newcomer. From mosquitoes
he ranges by association of ideas to other creatures with
an affection for the human bedroom, and talks of the
lizards which run up and down the walls in Singapore, of
the snakes who love the Sahib’s boots and blanket in India,
of the centipedes and scorpions which render a barefooted
Journey across a Venezuelan or Brazilian bedroom a rash
Proceeding. As for the beds themselves, our friend, if he
18 not practising upon the credulity of us untravelled folk,
8ays that he has slept upon every sort of bed which the
hecessity, the ingenuity, the benevolence, and the malignity
of man have been able to invent. So we hear of the
Japanese teahouse bed, made up in a few seconds on the
mats with quilt, *“ futong,” and that terrible wooden pillow
with its roll of paper on the top, which, it may be sup-
Posed, has disappeared with the old national method of
dressing the hair. We hear cf the hammock slung in the
Stuffy ’tween deck of the South Sea whaler, of the
bunk under the josshouse on the Chinese junk, of the
luxurious staterooms and cabins of the great ocean liners,
of beds in trans-continental emigrant cars, until we feel it
time to assert ourselves and show that one need not go out
of Britain in order to find strange beds. Have not all of
us who have been blessed with health and strength to
énjoy an average number of holidays had varied experiences
of strange beds ? During our peregrinations have we not
Inade such queer acquaintances among beds that a look at
the outside of an inn is sufficient for us to be able to say
What sort of & bed we may expect I— Globe.

TuE beautiful martens take up their abode in the
Yockiest parts of the woods and where the pines grow
t"hiCkly. They are strictly abnormal in their habits ; and
8een among the shaggy pine foliage the rich yellow of
their throats is sharply set off by the deep brown of the
thick glossy fur. With us they do not make their nests
&nd produce their young in the pine trees, but among the
00ge craggy rocks. Martens rarely show tl}emselvgs till
®vening. They prey upon rabbits, hares, partridges,
Pheagants, and small birds ; and when we say that, like
!‘he rest of the mustelide, they kill for a love of l.nlhng., it
18 not, hard to understand why the keeper’s hand is against

em, Sometimes they do great harm in the coverts, and
the old man shoots them, traps them,and does them to
death with various subtle engines of his own machination,
o-day the marten is rare ; soon it will be extinct alto-
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NEW PUBLICATIONS.

STANDARD BOOKS.

Trans-

HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. By H. A. Taine.
With

lated by Van Laun, and Introduction by R. A. Stoddart.
portraits. 4 vols., 8vo, $7.50.
- Same, 2 vols., 8vo, $3.75.
The most intellectual and altogether charming history of English
literature ever written. An epoch-making work compelling admiration.

WIT3 AND BEAUX AND QUEENS OF SOCIETY. By Grace and
Philip Wharton. Edited by Justin H. McCarthy. Illustrated
by H. K. Browne and .J. Godwin. 4 vols., Svo, $0.00.

An inexhaustible mine of very entertaining anecdotes and gossip
on French and English society.

NOCTOS AMBROSIANAE. Ry Prof. Wilson, Lockhart, Hogg and
Maginn, Kdited by R. S. Mackenzie. 6 vols,, 12mo, with steel
portraits, $4.00, R
A singular and delightful outpouring of eriticism, of polities, de-

seriptions of feelings, character and scenery, and of wild fun.  Wilzon’s

eloquence is as the rash of mighty waters.

NAPOLEON'S MEMOIRS. By Count de Las Cases. With portrait and
maps. 4 vols., 12mo, $6.00,
A scholarly and highly interesting memoir of the great emperor,
particularly valuable for its conversations.

NAPOLEON IN EXILE; or, A VOICE FROM ST. HELENA.
O’Meara, Napoleon’s physician, 2 vols., 12mo, $3.00.
Describes Napoleon’s last years at St. Helona, and reflects his

opinions on the most important events in his life, government and

men he met.

NAPIER'S PENINSULAR WAR. With 55 maps and plans of Dbattles
and portraits. 5 vols., 8vo, $7.50.

Acknowledged to he the most valuable record of the war which
England waged in the Peninsula against the power of Napoleon, A
work which for vivid beauty of narrative may vie with Ciesar or
Tacitus.

THOMAS GRAY'S WORKS IN PROSE AND VERSE, ldited by Kdm.

Gosse.  With portraite. 4 vols., erown 8vo, $6.00,

A earefully edited complete edition of the works of the renowned
author of *Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard.”

ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING'S POEMS. With Introduction by
H. T, Tuckerman. 3 vols., Svo, %5.25.
All her writings show loftiness of sentiment, intellectual power,
purity and fervid imagination.

ROTTECK'S HISTORY OF THE WORLD from the Earliest Times to
Napoleon ITL. 3lst edition. With illustrations. 4 vols,, 8vo, $7.50.
Enjoys the distinetion of being a popular universal history written

in an attractive style. Its statements are hased upon careful re-

searches and reliable ; the illustrations are of exceptional excellence.

FAMOUS SPANISH ROMANCES,
ings by R. de Los Rioz, viz :

1. CERVANTES’ HISTORY OF DON QUIXOTE DE LA MANCHA,
Translated by Motteanx. With 16 etchings. 4 vols., 12mo, $6.00,
The most delightful novel of adventure ever written, an immortal

work. Cervantes unites the profoundest insight into human nature

with the most inimitable wit,

2. LAZARILLO DE TORMES. By Mendoza. Translated by Roscoe,
and GUZMAN D’ALFARACHE, by Mateo Aleman. Translated by
Brady. With 8 etchings. 2 vols., 12mo, $3.00.

Extremely captivating.

3. LE SAGE'S ADVENTURES OF GIL BLAS OF SANTILLANE. Trans-
lated by T. Smollett. With 12 etchings. 3 vols., 12mo, $4.50.
Written by the greatest master of verbal melody that ever existed.

4. ASMODEUS; or, the Devil Upon Two Sticks. By Le Sage. With
4 etchings. 1 vol,, 12mo, 81.50.

*“The witty and satirical Asmodeus, a devil truly French.”

5. THE BACHELOR OF SALAMANCA, By Le Sage. With 4 etch-
ings. 1 vol, 12mo, $1.50,

A charming hook to while away the time.

6. VANILLO GONZALEZ; or, The Merry Bachelor.
With 4 etchings. 1 vol., 12mo, $1.50.
Entertaining in the highest degree.

Py B. E.

Tach volume illustrated with etch-

By Le Sage.

PRESENTATION BOOKS.

MEMORY’S SKETCH BOOK. With designs by Helen P, Strong.
1 vol,, oblong #to, cloth, $3.50 5 Loards, $2.50.
The wost altractive vife book of the year, showing exquisite
designs printe:d in purple tints.  The illustrations interpret success-
fully poems of great authors,

MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF SPAIN. Ry James Mew. With 36
etchings by R. de Los Rios, illustrating the works of Cervantes,
Le Sage, Mendoza and Aleman. 1 vol., royal 8vo., $5.00.

FLIRT. By Paul Mervion. Translated by Hugh Craiy. With 37
photogravure plates after the original water-colours of Madelsine
Lamoire. 1 vol,, 4o, $5.00; or cloth, extra gilt edges, $6.00.

. A Parisian novel with charming designs and head and tail-pieces

in eolours, perfect in drawing and admirable in composition, The

most brilliant illustrations of I'rench society life ever made.

MACAULAY’S LAYS OF ANCIENT ROME. With numerous illustra-
_ tions and steel portrait.  dto, cloth, $3.00; full gilt, $3.75.
.. A poem that breathes the very spirit of antiguity, unsurpassed in
vividness of outline, full of heroic action and energy.

PICTURESQUE IRELAND. Descriptive and Historieal.  With 50 full-
page steel engravings from original drawings by W. H. Bartlett.
Kdited by Markinfield Addey. 2 vols,, 4to, cloth, $10.00,

Only by a combination of pen and pencil was it possible to give an
idea of the beauty of Treland, its marvellous lakes, mountains and
valleys, romantic streams, round towers, cte.

NELL GWYNN.
By Peter
8vo, $3.50,
An exceedingly vivacious memoir of ** Pretty, witty Nell, the

friend of Charles 11,7’

MEMOIRS OF COUNT GRAMMONT. By Anthony Hamilton, Kdited
by Sir Walter Scott.  With 16 superb photogravures (the beauties
of the Court of Charles IL., imperial 8vo, $5.00.

For drollery, knowledge of the world, various satire, united with
great veracity of composition, it is unrivalled. Ttis pleasantry through-
out, and pleasantry of the best sort, unforced, graceful and engaging,

The story of ————, and the Sayings of Charles IT.
Junningham.  With 11 engravings and  portrait.

A TREASURY OF ENGLISH SONNETS.
with notes by David N, Muin.
royal 8vo, 37.50.  Kdition de Luve.
A superh book, printed from large type, on laid paper, in cloth,

uncut, the choicest and most scholarly selection of sonnets ever made.

FEBTUS. A poem by Philip J. Bailoy.  With exquisite steol engrav-
ing by Hammett Billings. 4o, cloth, $3,00; full gilt, $5.00.
The handsomest edition of “ Festus,” the wonderful dramatic

production which called forth the admiration of Tennyson, Lytton,

Thackeray and others.

Ldited from original sonrces,
With steel portraits, 1 vol.,

OUR PRESIDENTS; or, the Lives of the twenty-three Presidents of
the United States. By Vivginia F. Townsend. With twenty-
three steel portraits on Indin paper.  Edition de Luxe. 8vo,
cloth, $5.00.

A sterling piece of literature.
the Presidents yet written.
by every American.

The best biographical sketches of
A book that shonld be read and studied

A CYCLOPEDIA OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES, Botany, Zoology,
Mineralogy, Geology, Astronomy, Geometry, Mathematics, Me-
chanics, Klectricity, Chemistry, ete. With aver 3,000 engravings.
1 vol., 4to, cloth, $6.00 ; sheep, $7.50 ; half morocco extra, $10.00
A library of popular scientific treatises presenting a thorough

instruction of these hranches of knowledgo in precise, scientifically

accurate statements,

8COTIA’S BARD. Illustrated and beautifully printed on excellent
paper. 1 vol, 8vo, $2.50.
A tasteful selection of the finest poems by Scottish poets,

For Sale by all Booksellers, or by the Publis‘hers,

WoRTHINGTON CoO, 7{}“‘7“3»RQADWAY, N.Y.

IsNoRrANCE is the mother of fear.—ZLord Kames.

Ix excavating at Nimroud and Kouyundjik, Layard
found a number of drains covered over with pointed and
elliptical arches, each layer or band of stones being built,
not in a vertical plane, but slanting so that it rested on
that immediately beneath it. This method of building
renders a timber centre or scaffolding to support the stones

until the keystone is in position unnecessary, and experi-’

ments have recently been made with it at the Columbia
College, New York. Its simplicity is recommended to
builders and civil engineers having long stretches of vault-
ing to construct. There are good illustrations of the plan
in Perrot and Chipiez’s “ History of Chaldea and Assyria.”

AT the request of the Latin-American Bureau of the
World’s Columbian Exposition, Cardinal Gibbons has
requested the proper officers of the several religious orders
of the Roman Catholic Church, both in Europe and America,
to cause their archives to be searched for historical records
bearing upon the discovery and settlement of the New
World. It is known that every ship that left Spain,
beginning with the first voyage of Columbus, carried
among its crew a priest or a friar, and that these mission-
aries made voluminous reports to the heads of their dif-
ferent orders, few of which were ever published. It is

believed that the-archives of the church are filled with

valuable historical material,

INE, RosE, &FLEUR DE | _Is.

POEMS BY SERANUS.

“All who prize local colour and young onthnsiasm, and deep-
hearted patriotism will find them in this book. The series of BODYS-~
‘Down the River,’ are veritable caskets of precious New World
coneeits.”—Saturday Review (London, Eng.).

*“8pirit and tone genuinely Canadian, French models
of versification are successfully and appropriately imitated, .
The author might become a Canadian Tongfellow.” — Speetator
(London, Eng.).

.. ‘“ The pretty French phrases and refrains come like the notes of a
guitar into our Saxon symphony. As Mr, Cable brought into use the
rich colouring of the FrencH] Creole regions, the Canadian poets began
timidly to use the same resources among the Frenchmen of Canada,
and the best fruit of the new effort is to be found in the present

volume,”—New York Nation.

. “A new singer from Canada who possesses a brilliant natural
voice. It is not likely that thers is in America or in England another
writer who could describe a woodland sojourn, naturally and without
l{gm?‘i by means of half a hundred villanelles,”—Boston Literary

orld.
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