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THE situation in Manitoba at the date of this writing is, s0 far as known,

that the Provincial Government is awaiting the decision of the court on

the renewed application of the Canadian Pacifie for an injunction to prevent

thue crossing. Should the injunction be granted, it is not known what action

the Government will take. Should the injunction be refused, and that in

force ad interim be dissoived, it is expected that the legal advisers of the

Canadian Pacific will immediately make a fresb application on some other

ground. The policy being so clearly one of obstru.-tion, the Government

will, no doubt, be strongly advised and disposed to brook no further delay,

ï adto attempt to put in the croseing by force. As Superintendent Whyte

says that hie instructions are ta resist to the utmost of hie power, and as

ho bas already a strong foies in readinese on the spot or in the vicinity,

it there is undoubted danger of a deplorable collision. In the event of the

refusai of the injuntion-and it is not easy to see how it can be grantcd

ilI the face of the affidavits of members of the Government that the road

for which the crossing is sougbt is a Government work-the question will

assume an aspect wbich we do not remember to have seen discussed. fias

a. private corporation, such as the Canadian Pacific Company, a rigbt to

resist, of its own motion and by force, the action of the Provincial Govern-

ruent witbin the Province, under any circumnstances 1Isl not sucb resist-

anilce an unlawful and rebellious defiance of the constituted authoritiesî

Grant, for the sake of the argument, that the Local Government is wrong

in1 its contention, and that its act is in violation of the paramount law of

the Dominion under which the railway holds uts charter, does this justify

the privats corporation in tr.king the law into its own bande without war-

rant from the Dominion Government, instead of relying upon that Govern-

fIent for the defence of its rigbts and property ?i If the Canadian Pacific

has no right of resistance, save that given by its strength-and the converse

Proposition would surely involve absurd consequences -then the affair

resolves itself into a struggle as ta whether the duly constituted and respon-

sible Government or the irresponsible and self-seeking railway corporation

!B ta rule the Province, Surely in such an issue the Dominiion Government

is bound either to prevent the Company it bas created from forcibiy resist-

ing Provincial authorities, or to encourage those authorities to assert their

local supremacy by the use of ail the resources at their command. If laws

become sulent when arms are taken Up, if the Dominion Government can

rely upon all good citizens to corne to its aid to suppress rebellion, irrespec-

tive of their private views as to the causes of that rebellion, the samne prin-

ciple should surely apply to the Provincial authorities within the limits of

their own jurisdiction.____

IT is speciousiy argued, on behaîf of the Canadian Pacifie Railway, and

against the Manitoba Government, that the question in its present stage is

a legal one, pure and simple, and that Ilwhen the existing laws have been

applied to, the case by the competent judicial authorities, then wili be the

time, if necessary, to consider questions of policy." This argument ignores

important matters of fact. It ignores the fact that the question, so far as

it is a legal question, was made such by the action of the Railway Commis-

sion, in referring the matter to the Supreme Court, instead of granting the

order authorizing the crossing, which order was asked for and expected as

a matter of course. It ignores the fact that the technicai objection raised

by the Canadian Pacific contravenes the obvious intention of both flouses

of Parliament in the Special Act of last Session. It ignores, too, the fact

that the action of the C anadian Pacifie authorities in forcibly obstructing

and resisting the Manitoba Government bas, of itself, taken the question

out of the purely legal category. It would surely be absurd to contend

that a private company may, by raising a technical legal question, and by

upholding its own view by force, baulk the intention of the Government,
Parliament, and people of Canada for "ltwo or three years." That this is

what 18 aimed at is clear, not only from the actions of the Canadian

Pacific Company, but from the express words of its legal agent before the

Manitoba Court. If so monstrous a doctrine were admitted, how would it

be possible to resist the dlaim of the Province of Manitoba to be indemni-

fied for the enormous ioss that it migbt and would probably suifer, in con-

sequence of the failure of the Dominion Government through defective

legisiation, to secure the fulfilment of its pledge to the Province and the

Dominion î___

SiNcE the foregoing was in type the unexpected bas happened; Judge

KiIlam bas given judgment continuing the injunction, not, however, on

the ground of the contention on which we assumed ho was to pronounce,
viz., that the railway wishing to make the crossing was really being built

by the Northern Pacific Company, not by the Manitoba Government, but

on the general ground of the paramount right of the Dominion Legisiature

to govern in the premises. IlIt seems to me very clear," said the learned

Judge, Ilthat the Dominion Parliament must have the power to enact both

for the protection of the company it bas created and for the protection of

the public in the use of an important work constructed under ite autbority."
Thus stated, the judgment seems unassailable, and uts eifect is to throw back

the responsibility for delay, and for ail the consequent loss, irritation, and

danger upon the Dominion authorities, without, however, relieving the

Canadian Pacific Company from the appearance of pursuing a course of

obstruction which is in violation of the spirit of its iniplied contract, under
last winter's legisiation. It is understood that the Manitoba Legisiature

will be summoned to deliberate in regard to the matter.

THE question of co-education of the sexes is stili being earnestly dis-

cussed by the friends and patrons of McGill University. The opinion is

evidently gathering strength and must eventually prevail that the redupli-

cation of the collage lectures for the exclusive benefit of the Young women
of Donalda Ladies' College, while the latter are pursuing substantially the
same courses as those followed in the maie department, is an unnecessary,
and therefore an unwise, expenditure of time and energy. .A friend bas

forwarded us a letter from Mrs. Lucy Stone, the editor of TAe Woman'a

Journal, of Boston, in whicb, the history of Oberlin and other colleges in
the Western States, and of the School of Technology in Boston, is referred
to sa fully warranting ýhe statement that co-education is no longer an
experiment in the United States, and that there is no longer a question

either of its value or of its safety and wisdom. We have no doubt

that the weli-nigb unanimous; testimony of those oducatore in Canada whQ


