“{9thar hand. {rom his empurpled

fis“llnably. made it difficalt for

38& Mr. Hauson's expression)
1t

1 Yhoulg think so, indeed! Bat,

8¢ . .
Jih a view i th pages of the

: a}.“‘dow of'suc

{ker

1,
1"Hy
{i

®edle thay for a rich man to
1
thyg
/| Bolj

! -ogndiﬂ Matthew iv. 9; but then
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E CHURCH AND
MATERIAL PROSPERITY.

} Though the following letter
{fom Monsignor Vaughan,
$rother of the Cardinal, is seve-
{Rl months old, it has a peren-
$al freshness for all lovers of
:§Puth and common sense. The
st of its many palpable hits is
fthat the only promise of riches
fnd dominion was made by
Batan. The letter completely
turns the tables u"pon theV shop-
{%eeping nations and makes the
atin races feel intensely com-
fortable. (God bless John 8
aughan and his flawless family,
1%%er untainted by heresy, and
therefore sane bzyond the reach
%0 non-Catholic brains.
E {8 Tie Editor of The ~Spectaior.”]
Sir, — What Mr. H. Heasley
{Henson writes in the Soectator
{2 Oct. 15 concerning what he
1'% pleased to call “Romanism’ is
$30t the sort of thing that we
fWght expect the “rich man” of
i the gospel, from the vantag.-
{8tound of his high social posi-
JYon, to have written concerning
Poor Lazarus. To his way of
thirlking, his purple and fin:
Hlinen, and his daily sumptuous
1¥pasts were, of, course, the
Clgarost indications that heaven's
essing rested on his head, and
Proofs unmistakable cnough of
ivine favor. Lazarus, on the

Lentleman's point of view, can ’
ardly hs described as o success.
‘illa:mia.lly, indead, he was a
®ad failare, and the wreckage

f his worldly career was, no

{90ubt, ascrib:d to his pecaliar

{eligious profession, which. pre-

i

17m to deai successfully in basi-
1085 with Jess scrupalous men,
j2ud 1o outstrip competitors in
{Stateness and canning. His

l Sorry plight — lying thero

1 9%ered with sores and unseemn-
1 ¥ rags — must have implied (to

;‘mmthing seriously faulty” in
® relig”on he professed. I

okiﬂg‘ apart, it has always puazz-
ma to discover upon what
Sroungs Protestants make pros-
Defity a test of the trath of their
1 \tehgion. There is no warrant for

addressed primarily to the apos-

;aud political, and so long as our

W Testamnt. No vestige or
‘a principle is
'Scernible in the teaching of

Tist, On the contrary, the

ole trend of his teaching, 1~

FAR AS [ BEARS ON THE SUR-
AT ALL, tells the other way.
| 8dly shall a rich man euter
T .‘n 0 the king lom of heaven,”
R Were easier for a cama] to
Uter through the eye of a

‘
)

°r heaven,” ote., are bat sam-

& of hundreds of similar texts

Might be quoted. The one

&ty instauce in the New

‘{Stameut occurring to my

icmd In which any promise of
S and dominion is made is

. 8 t_he devil who makes it:“A])
th: Singdoms of ths world and
8lory of them will I give

thee, if thon wilt fall down and
worship me.” A reward prowmi-
sed to devil-worshippers will
hardly be invoked by Christiaus.
even though they be members of
that kingdom upon whose pos-
sessions we are constantly re-
minded “the sun never sets.” i
can not follow Mr. H{enson in
his interpretation of the text,
“Ye are the salt of the earth, etec.
These words were most certainly

tles and disciples, and it is diffi-
cult to see how they are applica-
ble to others expect IN 80 FAR as
others resemble the apostles, and
IN THE MEASURE in which they
inherit their spirit and religious
temperament.

But would men of the charac-
ter and training of the apostles
ever build up an empire such as
the British Empire? Men totally
indifferent to wealth, and repu-
tation, and dominion, and
worldly success? Would they,
whose chief hoast was that they
had “left all things to foilow
Christ,” be the sort of persons
suitable for the purpose? T mean
men like St. Peter, who. when
Simon Magus attempted “‘to
transact a little business ”with
him. exclaimed: “Thy silver
perish with thee "(Acts viii.20);
or St. ’aul, who confessed that,
“having food and covering, we
are therewith content” (Tim. vi.
S); or indeed any of the others?
Yet they are PAR EXCELLENCE
and before all “the salt of the
earth and the light of the world ”;
for to this Grod himself hears wit-
ness. Mr. Henson seems to wish
religion to be judged by its
results. This 1s fair enough so
long asthe results looked for are
spiritual rather than commereial

survey is not confined to this
world. The Church of Christ is
not a commercial syndicate. The
greatest failure in this life is not
Inconsistent with the most
signal trinmph in the next.
Christ’'s Charch is, of course,
His Kingdomn, but then some of
us seem to lorget that His King-
dom, is “NOT OF THIS WORLD."
Nay, more: we are expressly told
that “the worid is the enemy of
Grod,” not His friend. Moreover,
1t is “seated (which implies a

sottled state) in wickedness.
But let us waive every objection
and assume—merely for sake of
argument—that national prospe-
rity and power are unmistakable
signs of divine approval. Con-
sider into what a guagmire such
a theory lands ns. To start with:
if the theory is sound it must be
applicable to all time. [ must he
allowed to look out upon the
world, right down through the
ages, and to deal with it as a
whele. With what result? Well,
that I find the balance of nation-
al prosperity sways and shifts in
different and often opposite di-
rections At present, it indeed
points to Protestantism; a few
hundred years ago, say in the
time of Philip IT of Spain, it
pointed to Catholicism; but as a
whole, its tendency is most cer-

s TEMPTATION and a snare, and

tainly in favor of paganism and
rank infidelity. Egypt and
Greece and pagan Rome will
serve as illustrations of what I
mean. Considered in the moment
of their greatest development and
highest achievement, they have
no parallel in any state, at the
present day. Neither GGreat Bri-
tain nor Grermany can compare
with the Roman Empire at th.
zenith of its prosperity. From
the point of view of splendor,
magnificerce. power, dominion,
military glory and conquest,
aud purely worldly greatness

it eclipses every modern em-
pire on the face of the earth.

A well known historian speaks
of it as “the most mighty Em-
pire the world has ever seen.”
Did something in paganism
favor development and account
for this success? And, if so,are
we'to favor paganism? It is sure-
ly evident that any educated
pagan, living, let us say, in the
reign of Augustus, might have
taken as his theme “IDoLATRY
and National Success,” and have
argued about it very much as
Mr. Henson now argues ahout
Protestantism and national suc-
ces, or about “Romanism and
Decay.” only probably his argu-
ments would have been more
subtle and his rhetoric more
stirring. Yet what weight can
one attach to HIs words while
the infallible words or cHRisT
are ringing iu our ears? Eng-
land is rich, and wealthy indeed,
but Christ says:* Woe to you
who are rich.”” She has extended
her dominions, and added to her
territory and possessions, bat,
again, it is written: *“Woe to you
who join house to house, and
lay field to field” (Isaiah v. 8).
“Where the Roman Church has
had a frez hand nation-
al greatness has declined”, writes
Mr. Henson. If “greatness”be
taken,not in a spiritnal and su-
pernatural, but in a worldly and
material sense, this may be true.
Speaking broadly, it is no doubt
the wealthy and prosperous na-
tions and races that abandoned
the Catholic faith in the six-
teenth century, but this fact
s+rves merely Lo enforce and to
light up the truth contained in
St. Paul's warning words: “They
that will be rich, riLL INTO

into many foulish and hurtful
lusts, which drown men in des-
traction and perdition” (1 Tim.
vi 9). In our opinion the richer
and more prosperous states did
actually “fall into asnare” when
they fell into heresy. And while
we lament their defection from
the centre of Christian unity we
can not be wholly surprised, for
we have been warned by God
through the mouth of His apos-
tless, that “the love of money is
the root of all evil; which some
reaching after have been led as-
tray FROM THE FAITH.” “Led as-
tray from the faith,” yes, that to
our minds describes precisely
what has happened to the
wealthy, luxurious, money-seck-
ing, money-loving nations,

with their keen commercial ins-
tincts, their business habits, their
daring speculating spirit, their
astounding enterprise, and their
worship of the “‘almighty dollar.”
I can not, of course, expect
members of the Church of Eng-
land to accept such a view,
though I know not how they can
deny to it the support of Holy
Soripture. Bat without adopting
this view, perhaps they will not
refnse to hear how this prosperity
theory, so often insisted upon,
strikesa Catholic.— [ am, Sir, etc,

JOoHuN 8. VivGuan,

Prel.Dom. di 8.8.
Westmiaster, Qol. 19,

e S ——
“CONVERTING” CATHOLICS.
PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN CATHOLIC

COUNTRIES A GREAT WASTE OF
ENERGY AND MONEY.

The eagerness which some of
our non-Catholic Chiistian
friends manifestfordoing mission-
ary work in the islannds re-
cently evacnated by Spain, indi-
cates on their part more zeal
than good judgment. These good
people ought to know that the
attempt to make Protestants out
of Catholic people invariably re-
sults in utter failure. No Catho-
lic ever ahandons his faith
through conscientiousconviction.
A Catholic may become indiffe-
rent to his religion, but in that
case he is equally indifferent
to all others. He may aban-
don it through motives of ma-
terial advantage, but in such a
case he is obviously insincere as
a member of any other denomi-
nation. At most, if the prosyleti-
zing efforts of Protestant.mission-
aries among Catholies have
any effect at all. it is only to
make those affected bad Catho-
lics, never wood Prote stants.

Asa rule, however, such mis-
sionary efforts are wholly with-
out results, and the supporters
of such missions are the victims
ol a palpable fraud. As an illus-
tration of how the game is work-
ed, the case of Protestant mis-
sions in Italy might be cited,
because it is clearly stated in a
book written about five years
ago by Rev. Dr. Stackpole, a
Methodist missionary, who had
been in Italy for years, engared
in evangelical work Dr. Stack-
pole virtually declared that th
whole Protestant propaganda in
Italy was a sham, a frand, and a
huge imposition.

He declared that were the
whole facts known they*“would
be disgraceful to all concerned.”
Here is his description of the
Protestant mission at Florence:
“Work was began in 1879, aud
probably over $20,000 have
here been spent. We have no
church property. A fine house is
rented for $300 a year. A recent
pastor told us that he found 150
names in the church register,but
has seen only tywo of their
owners in church. The minutes
of 1893 reported 14 mambrs
and two probationers. The con-
gregation varvies from five to
twenty-five. When the presidin

o

elder was to make his quarterly
Visit the pastor of another deno-
mination used to sand his con-
gregation up to our service, so
as to make the presiding elder
think that we have a large audi-
ence in Venice. We told this to
one of our preachers in conferen-
ce. "Oh’ said he, “there are two
or three other pastors that do
that way.’ \Another pastor {when
he kuew the presiding elder was
coming)went oat into the streety
and cafes. and hired an audience
for a cent apiece.”

Here is another extract from
Dr. Stackpole’s book illnstrating
the dishonesty of the Irotestant
propagandists in Italy:”We once
asked one of the preachers why
he did not cut down the statisti-
cal report for the minutes to ac-
tual facts, and he replied: *That -
would not please the presiding
elder.” Kvery preacher on the I-
talian mission knows that ail
th: anthorities on both sides of
the ocean want to see every
year in the reports an increase of
probationers, conversions, ete..
and they are accommodating e-
uough to make the desired in-
crease

So much for Protestant mission-
ary effortsin [taly: though
many more testimonies of the
same tenor might be adduced
from Protestaut sources. What
about France, whose evangeli-
calism Gen. Howard seems to
think so well adapted for Protes-
tant misstonary efforts in Cuha?
Here is the statement which
Rev. Mr. Galliene, & Protestant
preacher in that country, lately
made public: “The general posi-
tion of affairs in unchanged. A
good deal of faithful work has
been doue, with the result sim-
ply of keeping up our nambers.
and it is necossary (from the
financial point of view) that our
linglish friends should thorough .
ly understand that this is the
story of French Protestantism
in all its branches for the last
quarter ol a century. The McAll
Mission, the Salvation Army,the
very energetic Home Mission,
created in 1871, in the south of
France, by joint efforts of al}
(Protestaut) denominations, the
unoftizial organization of synods
in the Established Presby ierian
church, the considerable increase
of earnest evangelical ministers
in that-church — all these agen- )
cies, with infinite variety of me-
thods, have failed to create any
important religious movement.
All the agitation has been confi-
ned to the same narrow circle;
the general (Catholic) public has
listened, shrugged its shoulders
and passed on,utterly mdifferent
toj(Protestant) religious matters.”

This is the universal experience
in the attempt to “convert”
Catholics to the Protestant de.
nominations, and if our separa-
ted brethren are wise they will
gave their money and their acti-
vity tor labor tu the home vine-
yard, where more than two-
thirds of the population are out-
side of all forms of Christian be-
lief. — Worcester Record,,




