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accoinplished, muet give it the d1aim to a very
important position ns an educational establish-
aient. The evening classes, wylose winter session
the public meeting lheld last night inanqurated,
,are adapted te meet the special necessities of a
very large body of the comm unity; and when more
fully dcvelopcd and capable of' embracin g a stili
larger and higiier range of subjects, will entitie
the Instituts te rank as a people's college. The
character of our civilization, in w'hicb beth special
and general education is becoming more and more
a leading and alI.controlling power, the. applica-
tion of the 'knowledges,' as Lord Bacon aptly
termed them, to every condition of human life-
of science and art, te mechanical trades, and. toi
every formi of human induatry, and of philosophy
and political ecofl<my, and literature, to the. pro-
gress and elevation of the common people, je fast
deqtroying the, idea of class education-one kind
for the rich, and another very much inferior and
very limited in extent for the. poor, and leading to
the conviction that the higiis idc nweg

or 'kolde'ncsy to complet. mental cul-
ture, is the best kind cf knowledge for every man.
Cliss education was a very excusable thing wben
the work cf government and tiie guidance cf public
opinion were supposed te be the. privilege cf a
class ; but the inevitable tendency of' social and
political power te the masses, the confusion and
intermixture cf ranks, in which the. ' privileged
few' are boing pusbed aside, and the bold and
resolute of every rank take precedeuice, warne us
that if we would preserve the. State in its integrity,
we must as liberally and as fast as w. oau educate
te the higliest point every member cf the State.
On the other hand, a deeper wisdom than that cf
seif-preservation will suggest how, in every posi-
tion of life, the peasant, the niechanie, and the.
statesman will have their uset'ulness, their power
te increase the general happiness, by the appli-
ances of' knowledge enlargedl in proportion te the
amount of intellectut.1 culture they receive.

'Tiie best educational arrangements we have now
fail in accomplishing these ends. In the very best
conimon sciiooi arrangement cf any country riot
more than one-fourth of the. pupils pass through.
the ' curriculum,', and that curriculum for want cf
zneans-because tii. public always grumble more
against the ceet cf edlucation thon cf crime, cf pre-
vention than cf cure-is wretchedly inadequate te
satisfy the great object in view. Ilesides ail this,
UIe best seheol knowledge can only be elementary
and superficial. There is a special knowledge the.
Iîlechanîc and the man cf business require, as
mUuci ns the profeqsionàl man, and there is a gene-
rai culture, wbich cari ouly begin when the. boy
leaves the school for the world, and which ho eau
oflly then appreciate. It is with these views that
'ev regard with deep intercst the efforts cf a Me-
chanie 8' Institute te raise itself te the usefulnees
and dignity of a public college. The, Toronto In-
stitute bas, we believe, secured a staff of teachers
fully qualified for theiy duties, and its curriculumi
of' -Indie embraces many very important and Prac-
ticail subjects especially adapted te the. wants cf
the clusa for whom they are designed. But because
tliat 0d.113 is net sufficientiy sensible cf its intellec-
tuail deficiencies, and because the Inatitute is des-
titute fcf thos, liberal endlowmeonts wbi.chx weaI.tlby

men se freely give te churehes and universities, its
u8efulness la thie regard is narrowed and impaired.
With, proper meane, sucli as many other institu-
tions. with ne higher claims te public support
enjoy, the. evening classes might embrace many
other subjects cf instruction bearing upon the inte-
resta of the industrial classes. Physical sciencoe,
chemaistry, pbysielogy, political economy, social
science, history and ethics, are cf equal importance
in one point cf view with book-keeping or penunan-
ship, and a thorough people's collage woild not
only giv. instruction in these, and be amp!y mup-
plied with its special libraries and apparatus, but
would be able te give the. instruction at a price
within the. reaoh of aIl.

In the meantime, tii. Institute classes, may
justly dlaim. the aid cf «"moral suasion." Upori
employers it bas special dlaimas. Th. educated
mechanie at the bncb, or the. clerk ini the store,
bas his commercial value. But a taste l'or study,
th. pursuit cf any brancb cf useful knowledge, bas
a deep, moral force on character fully as imInPo 'tau t
te the employer as business qualifications or me-
chanical. skill. The. monetony cf work ieai:1 te ils.
negleet, and is mest felt by those who bave ne
mental resources or enjoyments, and if employers
suifer frem the indifférence or profligate habits (if
their employés, their reccurise lies in prcesing on
their attention the advantages which such studios
as evening classes provide fer theni, and urging
tiiem te become members, IV. fear that thie-pre-
judice still prevaile witb tee many that a love for
literary er scientifie pursuits may distract the atten-
tion cf young men froni the duties cf business, a
prejudie. that weuld argue that aIl yeung nien
wbo ignore etudy te devete theniselves te business,
are remarkable if net for their intelligence at ieast
for their st.ady and regular habits, and ne ver
patronize saloons and' gin-ceck-tails.' Woe renuem-
ber an example cf this feeling in the lifeocf Richard
Cobden. Whon quite a young man, eccupied in a
London business bous.,. he drew attention by bis
eagerness te scquire a position and the x'iriety of
bis reading. Bis master, one cf the old school,
and steeped in this prejudice against study, wnrned
ui against se much reading, telling im ho wonid
be certain, if he persisted in the. indulgence te
spoil bis prospects for life. We wouid not say iiow
this predictica was falsilied. The master lived te
fail in business, and tei see the ycuth wliogn the
love cf study was leading te ruin at the bead of a
prosperousa and money-making firm, and a leader
in tbe councils cf the. nation.

Ia addition te the develepment cf adult educa-
tien the. Institut, is aIse enlarging and exalting
the character of its public entertainments. The
celebrated Jullien began bis famous eutertîîin -
mente with the, most simple, and popular music.
When howev.r ho bad gained au influence on the
public mnd lie gradually exalted tiie character cf
tii. music, iatroducing frein time tei tine a higiier
order Cf, productions, until finally lie made the
works cf tbe. great ms"trs as intelligible and popu,
lar as tiie sentimental songe and ballads of t.he
heur had previouely been. Thie was the educat.i(uî
cf the public teste by eimply bringing in c4buiprlri.
son tbe werka cf geniue and bigb art witb thiotse of
mediocrity. Tiiere is an instinctive tendlcv t.,
excllence nd perfec~tion in tho5hunjan wind, Tjic


