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vantage of the public as; tiey arv iii the interests of the. con>-
panis --if rinel mre so. The conipanies, howei'er, are per-
bnps ta al certain extent t bMarne for the. lack o! apprecia-
tion bY the. public of the rei and useful fonctions of a fire
insurance comipany, inasmunch as tiiey might have donc a
great deal to'wards informing the publie on thes,. points and
reniovingr thc prejudice wbich seems te exist in the iminds o!
a considerable portion of tic publie towards the companies.

A -Publicty Bureau" Desirable
These, e-troneous prejudices might have been averted by

the. establishnient o! some kind of a L publicity bureau" hav-
ing the. above objccts in viewv anid aise for tb. purpese o!
re!utlng or correcting threugh the daily press the mnisleading
articles regard ing fire insurance whicb appear ia its coinnins
frein ie Le time. While tii.,. Items are generally inserted
tirougb ignorance, their effect upon the public naind la none
the. less effective and unfortunate. On. of the. meut ceiamen
formas of misleading information ia that containcd in articles
wiiich show- rmerely the. premiums received» and "loua., pald"
by fire inaurantrce comnineS In Vaion-ms provinces, leaving iL
te 4e in!crred- if ind.cd the article deo, flot qpecificailly
staète-that the. difference represcrits net profita te the. coin-
parties. In some c tset. figures given bave actually merely
beca tiiose ofet Lb, "am)untu insured> and the. louses paid."
W, siiouldi tellow the l.ad of our contrre, in the. lite insur-
ance business and[ atart ai campaign threugii the public press
along tiies ot the. excellent editerilas publlulied ini lire
insqurance journals, but wiiich latter unfortunately de net
ineet the eye ot the general public.

On. of the. Ieadiag insuranice journals in the. United
States, ia its issue o! al !ew day,8 ago, refers scnthlngly te
the. lack et vision whlcii tii. ceipanies possesa as cvidenc.d
by the ftact tint at the. great Reconstruction Cengresa held
a few day, ago nt Atlantic City, ne on. wats present te up.ak
on behal! of th. linge intereats repreu.atcd by fire insurance
cempanies aind te remind thi. important bodies reprcacnted
at that meeting how larg, a part tiiese companit.. play la the
everyday business weifare and progrexi; et the. country. Tihis
sanie charge of siiortsiightedincss may, it lu tcatred, very pro-
perly b.e applied te Aire cempanies la Canada and otiier cean-
tries.

Coveramental lutereilt in "Pire Preventiea»
Heowevr, a tew days age al miot important meeting was

iiel la nQttawa jet tiie instance of the. acting Priai. Kinister,
Sir Thomias White, whii Jluise the . Mlnist.-r of Finance fer
the, Doainilon and as; sncb hax inunediate supervision over the.
Canadian Insqurance l)epartient. The. meeting tollow.d as a
result of answ.rs recýeived( Le ae lqt of "questioanaire%" sent
out by the. Insurai>c. Department al tew weeks ago, soliciting
Suggestions asL te thi. bout meis of dealingr witli questions et
lire prçvention, etc. Tii. meeting was attended by represent-
atives er sncb important bodies as the. Canadian Banloers'
Associattion> Canadian. Fire Uaderwrit.rs' Association, non-
Tatriff Conipanies, Canadian Manufacturers' Association,
Catnadian Creidit Men's% Trust Association, Retail Merdiantu'
Association, UJnited Farmers ot Alberta and aIse of Oatjerio,
Wbol.sal. Grocers' Association, tii. Governmieat's Commis-
sien et Conservation and thi, Dominion Insurance Superin-
tendent, as well as by Sir Themas White and tie Presideat of
the. Privy Counacil. At tliis, meeting resoîntions were adopted
favoring amengist otiier tiiins:-

(a> A pnblic camrpalga ot education by the. goverament
along tii. liaet fire prevention.

(b) Tii. Introduction inte the. Canadian school curricu.
Iun o! instruction on this point.

(c> The inspection by the. gevernaient ot buildings.
(di) The flling et an application betore, or shortly after

a policy la issued.
(r) Tii. comp.lling of the. renieRI of obueetionable and

dangereus conditions.
(f) Tii. enactmnent of legislation fixing some mensure of

res;ponsibility for Aircs eccurring aftr a tailure te comp1y
witii requiremeats fer iniprovements.

(g) The. .nactmeat ot better m~unicipal by-lawu.

fit The. cornpulsory "sprinklering" of risks in exces of
a certain value and ares.

(i) Tiie restriction as faer as posseible o! shingle routa.
(j) Tii. adoption o! unifori hose couplings or

adfaptera.
Tii. bail having been started rolling by such poerfui

influences wiil snrely net be allowed te stop until at lenast
some e! Lb. meut desirable et thc objecta sought te bu attai»,.
cd are reaciied.

Taxation
Tiie ieavy burden o! taxation upon the. lire insurance

companies continu., te b. addedt te, and while ne patrietir
compaay la unwillin*g te assume iLs proper shar. of tiie ceaI
o! carrying on Lb. affaira o! the. country, iL would seen that
the. Ui. has coin., in view o! the. part which Lb. compatit..
perterni la the. limandia and industrial wcltare o! the. Domn-.
ion, wbcn tliey and tiicir agents ahould endeavor te obtai»)
some m.auure of relie! i this respect,

Legiiatien

Ne legisiation ef a drastic nature adversely affectingr the,
interestu of the companies lias been enacted dnring the year_
In the. House of Gommons at Ottawa a bill was introdncedi at
the. lat session te amend the. Insurance Act e! 1917.

Some et tii. provisions o! this bill as originally drawn
were stron<ly objected te by sonie o! th, companies and their
represeatations wcre received sy-mpatlictically by the. Minister
of Finance and thc Superinitendent ot Insurance. As a re-
suIt the provisions of the. bill were niodified considcrably. in
view of the. lateacas e! the, session iL waa witidrawxi finally
but it will proiiably b. re-introduced in its modilied fornI
dnring Lic comilng session.

Corupanica Liceasec in1 Canada
Tii.,. are divideci inte tiire. classes-known as "Cana-.

dian," "Britisli" and "Foreign," respectively,-sud it lu in-.
tcresting te note tii. increase la the number et these licensees
since 31st Decea>ber, 1914 (the. lirat ycar of tic war>, and
aise aince Lb. end of lat year,

Canadian Britishi Foreign Total
December, 1914 ... 24 24 34 82
Deceniber, 1917 ... 24 30) 42 96
Decemnb.r, 1918 ... 23 37 48 108
An interesting tenture conn.cted witi the publication in,

the "Canada Gazett" ot notices frei tiie Dominion Insur-
auce Pepartaient t. tic fact tint son>.o et L., now gir.
notice that tiie Department iiau issucd a license te the, license,
te do business la a single prov>ince. Fernlerly suci notices
were te Lie cffect tint the cemipany had rcceivcd a liccri,.
f rom the Dominion Insurance Dcpartment te tranaact buitai
ness tkrougkeîut Canada. Tii. change is a resuit of Lb. r,,.
enactn>ent in 1917 o! the. Dominion Insurance Act foUeowing
upon Lb. Priry Counil's (England) decision on the. question,
of Dominion and provincial regulation ef companie..
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Unrest and Unleaism la Police and Tire Brigades
Three regrettable incidents eccurr.d during tie y,
tirât waa the. atrike of tii. Winnipeg lire brigade wl

irred in May and laatsd for about a tortuigit. It
ticipated in sytnpathetically by a large number o! ut

t, Two or ti re. serieus lires ocenrrcd dut
continuance but Licre were ne disordera.

uid was tic stike on December 12th of the. Monti
ce and Aire brigades and of the. watcrworks enia
5 strike lasted for thirty-three heurs and during thnt t
lesaness was rampant in some parts of thie city, and
mible damage was don. Lirougi robberies sud ioodlb

Moreorer, some efthLe 'volunteer firemen (înclud
ingat tli.r a aumber o! the younger lire insurance In
e "man-bandled» wlien answering alarms. A largo ni
o! tala. alarma were turned la and on. or tv'> ra

Dus Aires occurred. The. principal cause of tic strike
reveIl t ofte aien against thre. o! tic chic! offici
latter w.r tretired by Lte municipal autieriticsand

k. cnded, nxueb t. the. relief o! the. citizens generally
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