
performed by 1-nn,.-.cultivatiiig, plowing, and so forth.

That is the spirit of the Wýest, and that 's the spirit that

wins.
N1otwithstandiflg the crop outlook, the general comr-

niercial and.economic situation iin Saskatchewaln is g()od.

Empicyment for ail is available aIt gooýd wages; retailers

have had a splendid season's trade, and collections up te

the present have been well miaiiitained. Indeed, it tnay

bce said that the farmers and towvnspeopleý have indulged

ini much heavy spending during the past ytar, and there

are those who believe that the check that is bou~nd to

corne to such s.pending during the unsuirng mionths will be

ail to the good. There has been overmuch speculation in

farm lands at values based upon war prices. Higli prices

for agricultural ]and undoubtedly be-nefit present holders

and those who have no real intention of pernianefltly

staying with farming, but they bcnefit no one else. One

does not need to labor the point that interest on the

capital invested must count for all the years to corne as

an item in the cost of production; and high costs of pro-

duction will handicap Western farmers who, in the future,

miust compete with the low-priced labor of Europe and

the Argentine- Undoubtedly, the major ity of Saskatche-

wan farmers have settled on the land for the purpose of

establishing homes; but in -some districts the land bas

changed hands m.any tintes over, and this is bad for

scientific anid effective agriculture. It bas been demôn-

strated sufficiently in the hîstory of the United States

that speculation in farmi lands is fatal to sound agri-

culture, and to comniunity enterprise.

Western farmers know perfectly well that readjust-

nment will follow upon the close of the war, during which.

the belligerefit (countries of continental Europe alone I

lest some 140,000,000 head of livestock, and th~e

structi\e process hias gone f -orwý,ard at an accelerat

pace. 'l'rue, Australia has a surp.lus. stock of wheat

hiand which ma% remain as a reserve to meet post-bel

conditions ; but it will flot go f ar to fill the gap in

mworld deficiency. Therefore, althoQugh prices of f.

products will inevitably decline at the signiflg of peý

it is scarcely probable that there 'Il be any sharp fa]

values.
The writer found a g-eneral disposition, in coîfilul

initimate contact on many occasions during the pre

suninier with Saskatchewanl farnriers, te take a large

cLf national prokienis. In truth, there is more ger

discussion amnong the people of the prairies of

problems of politics and econiomies than is usually f(

in the East. Nor, as bas been said, are the fani

extremne in their views. At the last election, they

ail party differences and returned a solid delegatio

()ttniwa inl support of Union Governalent. Many of 1
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