
DOMINION ?MlED1CAL MONTULIi 4ô

Too inuehi importance cannjol be gýi\ven t 1 ls mletliold or exa,1n-

illiflg a portion of the body whose funelions baveý j' ar 1101 lîen

()Pen to a eloser examination than couhi he obtainiiel t1lîough1 alb-

do0minal palpation.

TmE BROMIDES IN '1Tli: OFMIT0, PiE~

There exists a stronig feeling ini the popîtiar immid tlhat the pro-

loniged use of the broýmides in the treatîient of epilcpsy is niot OIIIy

Useless, but actually harnful. One Inighl cxci sajy tia)t this feeling

to somne exient hias takyen hold of the nmedical mind. There is, in

fact, in soine quarters a reaction agrainst the admnistrationl of

broinides in the treatmnent of tbis disease.
TJihere is no doubt that since the introduetioni oft be b'oilides iii

1857 in the treatmnent of ePilepsy, mnost epileptices it soifle period Mi

the course of their n lia\hae becu trcated by tliese driigs. Thie

alirlost universal prescribing of the bromnides during the past liaif

century, with more or less .success, lias to a large extent deprived

sucli patients of the advantagcs wrhich ccrtainly nîay be obtained

fPrm bygienie, dietetic, and diseipliuuirY lines of treataiclt.

The decision as, to wlietlier a particlilar case of epilepsy has

been eured iii the proper senise of th-at terni is diffieuit to deterînilie,

as it is well ku1own tha1t aIttaeks 1101V recu, eveu after ai interval off

tWeiity or ilnorc \'ars. But it nia le coiweded that arrests off fils

for a period of from five to ten >,ears iii a case whicli presenlts nlo

mnental stigmnata. and iii which ail treatmeflt lias 'been suspended

IlîaY 'be deemied as, cnred.

It is just this dilliculty in dcfining a cure whiih reuders the dis-

C-US5jQn of the prolîlein orflitc value of bromnides so diffilli. In the

Pre-broniidc days that is, before time year 1857-qiite a luinber

of cases of cpfilclpsy were rccordcd ýby the French an(] Englisil

PhiYsicians a,, cured, the pereentage varyingc fromn 5 to 13 per cent.7

Tlhese arc lime results recorded bypysicians who uised rcmedies sueil

as Oxide of zinc, uiitratc of silvcr, and bclladoilla, sonie off xhielb

have largely passed out off common use.

On the other band, thc stalisties of th'ose -Who have treated

ePileP5 Y witli the bromnides do not differ nmaerially frýoml those just

Mïentioned. Since the introduction of the broinides the statisties of

cnred cases also vary from 4 or 5 to 12 per cent.7 Medical writers,

therefore, sncb as Pierce Clark,8 of New York, and others, who

faînor tlîe'abolition off sedative drugs in the treatrment 0f tis discase,

flrid in the above quoted figures a'strongy basis for Ilicir contention

tilat the bromides are neither iiccssary nor desirable adjuvants to

ordinary hygienie remnedies.


