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deprived of their regular and ireely chosen attendants. I have
been surprised to find irom verbal communications, and from
various other sources, that while the * Tory doctors® were as
zealous and as fearless in the expression of their sentiments
as Tory ministers and Tory lawyers, their persons and their
property were generally respected, in towns and villages where
little or no regard was paid to the bodies and estates of gentle-
men of the robe and surplice. Some, however, were less for-
tunate, and the dealings of the Sons of Liberty were occasion-
ally harsh and exceedingly vexatious. A few of the Lovalist
physicians were banished; others, and these chiefly who became
surgeons in the army or provincial corps, settled in Nova Scotia
or New Brunswick, where they resumed practice.”

I feel, sir, that this address bids fair to become tou long.
and there is still much ground to be covered. It seems desir-
able, therefore, that T should present the chief remaining facts
of this subject in a summary form, and for this purpose it
appears hest to select certain important points, and to group
the facts around those dates.

1749-1790.

The first date I have chosen is 1790, as we have an estimate
of the population for that vear. Prior to that date the popula-
tion fluctuated very considerably: afterwards it steadily in-
creased. The estimated population of Nova Scotia. in 1790,
was about 35,000. The number of practitioners in the province
at that time, as far as I have been able to ascertain, after con-
siderable research, was thirty-five, a very large number when
we consider the slender resources ~f the inhabitants and the
limited extent of the settled area. The presence of so many
practitioners at that early period is explained by the circum-
stances that fully one-third of the number held permanent
appointments in connection with the military establishments at
Halifax, Windsor, Annrapolis, Shelburne, and Sydney—appoint-
ments which they had received as a partial compensation of the
losses they had sustained by the Revolution. Their official
duties were light. and gave them ample time for general prac-
tice. After the founding of Halifax about nine-tenths of the
physicians who came to Nova Scotia came from New England.
and of the thirty-five practitioners in 1790 fully three-fourths
were Loyalists. The latter did much to create that ingrained
respect and loyalty towards the profession which is a charac-
teristic of Nova Scotians, and this was accomplished by the



