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Az will be readily
glance at
tion,

understood by u
the accompanying illustra-
the new Grand Trunk General
oflices will, when completed, present
an exeeedingly jmposing and impress-
ive appearance, Indeed, the building,
which  will cover an area of thirty
thousand feet, +vill 1'11'0bub]y be the
finest of jts kind in Canada. It has
been hinted that after glancing at the
Ylans which had been submitted some
of the directors in ~kondon were
doubtiulif Montreal was worthy,from
the point of view of nrchitecture and
business interests, of such a building:
but Mr. Iays was fully detrermined
that the character which had heen
impressod upon the original design,
and which looked io the future as
well us to the present, should he
maintained in its integrity, and Mr.
Hays carried his point.

The site of the building, as is well
Kuown, is hounded hy McGill street,

THE GRAND TRUNE RAILWAY COMPANTY’S

and Willlam
seeupy

T.ongueil lane, street.
The building itself will the
whole of the old block, which is now
in process of demolition. It will face
St. Ann’s Market, which will be turn-
e¢d into a square, when the new ofltees
will receive an enormous enhancement
in material and aesthetic value. The
the entire length
hore

bagement will run

of the building., Of
sixteen thousand feet will be used for
storage. Large retiring rooms have
been planned for the basement after
the best sanitary models: while  the
boiler, engine and ¢oal rooms will be
' completely cut off. each occupying a
separate compartment, The ground
flaor will he devoted to the treasurer,
paymaster und auditor. This ar-
rangement was made advisedly, as
{thefirst considerationwas the acconw
modation of the public, and these of-
ficials have always large dealings
with business men and others. The

the spuce

de-
was

space devoted to each oftice and
partment most liberal, as it
part of Mr. Waite's iden to permit of

i

the growth of husiness and the in-
creasing expansion  of clerical labor,
The first floor will e devoted to the

veneral purchasing agent, divisional
freight agent, general freight elaims
agent, and also auditor. The second
Noor has been reserved for the board
room, general manager and stafl, as-
gencral passenger
The
the

sistant  manager,
agent, and general solicitors.
third floor will be given up to
chief enginecr, gencral superiniendent.
car agent, car service. telephone and
telegraph department; while the
fourth floor will contain o large as-
sembly room, the superannuated and
medical department (in cobnection
with the assurance association), sta-
.+ agent, and express auditor.

The internal appointments will ‘be

It

ard lave t
the architect,

of the very hest descerip-
Mr. Wiite,

waon many encomitinsfor the {esutiful

tion, ho=

as wellas impressive m-anner in which

he has worked ont his idea. having

thoucht ol the minutest detail mak-

ing for  convenience, comfort.  and
the despateh ol business.
work will be Canadian cak.  All main
floors and corridors  will be laid in
mosaice while the walls will he wains-
cotted in marble, Al the otlices will
he Yarge and airy; the light fromm al]
sides wilt e abundant., The heoting
of 1he bailding will be carricd out by
the Intest example of the high press-

ure vacuum system.

Neo-
an

The style of architecture is

ireck—not g servile copy, but
adaptation to the re;juirements of the
case. The entire building will be of
stone, the quality and character of
which has not yet been determined

'
The waood-

¢
/_-
MONTREAL, JANUARY 7, 1899,
J— T
—_—
v
Bl SIS
) . wih A
N N
N X \\\ .\\ \\\ \\\.‘\\“\\ \ \\\\\k\\ \‘\
* ) \\ “\\\‘ \\\ \\:\\\‘.\ “‘\‘\ W s L \\
AT YRR Wb L VAV AN T
At IR T e :
. \\\‘.\ Y \\\‘\\\\‘\‘\\\\ \\\\l‘\ \_ t \\\ . ..\"T'-‘{"\"" \\\"\\-\\
~xr \ R Y ‘-.\. AT s ‘\.\'.\!‘l . \:\ RN
. \ \\""-\\\ \\\\ \\-‘l.\"-,\\\” f‘-\. A\ N ¢ ‘\ o \
S 4 : \\\‘\\%\'\\\\\\\\\\\\\ l‘\\\\ EARAE
podan H ALV MEDATRERR
R % \\\\\\i\\‘\\\\'\b N ""I‘\\\ ‘\\1\‘\?\\‘\\\\.‘ W
oy \ S \‘\\§\\"\\\ \S \ :\ ‘\'\‘ “.w \\}‘\\\\\\{\:\\\‘ \\\ N ‘ 3 v
g & ENRY SO S P R A
ey A N AN A B TR
el (&= (Y N Wy
§/ N SN S e o
R

NEW OFFICES,

ot Lol contracts will Le Tet abour Jhoth sodes s to be chapsged  in the
the beginning of the vear. sl work fneo oo, Cortain jndividunds amd
will commence in Miareh, Faersolong [syndicates huve  simply been waiting

conneied wih the  budidio g owill he

the first move i the diveetion of re-

Canadinn, s Tar as may beo N wons L eonaruction, Congestion is  already
derful varicty of sinples of stone has | o in the distmet betwioen the post
Been swhanittd 1o Mo Wadte, all from {qye and Victoria square on St.
Canadia, and the hest exaniples from Jumes and Notre  Dame strects— o
”!‘”‘“_“ moprovinee. T this r“g".rd I disiriet which has been largely avail-
wias i the natvure of o revelation to

those  associated  with the work to
note the awealth of  miderinl which )
the  Domdindon  possessed—ijn marhle,

pravite, sand and lhmestone,

IPigures are not given as 1o the to-
tal cost, but it may be safely assert-
ol that the new oflices will cost half
o million doltars { efore they are com-
pleted. "This new huitding weans the

wiid redemption of old Me-
Gill strect, It will be & pioneer in
the work of jnodernization. The
whole  camplexion of the street  on

recovery

ftees,

et of for the ereelion of modern of-
whichs

there hits heen an enormous enhance-

and in connection with
ment of rend estate values during the
A freer spaee has bheen
pust, and Mc-
been thought of, as
serving  the  purpose of  expansion,
whtle offering in many features the
tmost desirable centre in the city,  1Ie¢
is th+i with the advent of
the Grand 'frunk olfices the erection
of a series of great buildings will be
corerwneed,

past derade,

dissired for some {ime
GIlE streer has

coertin

SOME NOTES ON TRADE.

The reports

brought in by travel-
lers  ihe past ten days of business
condition in the country are most en-

§0umging says the Toronto Globe.
1any  rotailers are now busy stock-

yaking, and have not been able to
acturately make comparisons of this
Yéars business with that for last
¥ear, but {he general opinion is that

€ resulls  will show very large
gnms for 1898, The retail trade of
k & country was never in better shape
OT 2 spring season than at present.
-yrmtl.\' considerable money remittan-
s:? ‘}mve been received by the -whole-
" ¢ men, and it ig expected that dur-

g the first of the year remittences
xul be even more satisfactory. The
lsto:lfry' merchants have turned theie
o S Into cash the past few weeks,
e have reaped good profits, and
. .moieare generally well supplied with
" comn Y to enter on another senson’s
o Poign, which promises: to'be even

X¢ Buccessful than ‘that: just closed.

Mthere have been - 'very:few failures-
year, wy BPTORCh. of the end of the
» and "the country .

the busjness of

-

-Benerally i now on e Bolid. haalthy Ip

forwer years good times

basis. In
being exaggerated

such &s are now

would have encouraged competition
and over-speculation in business.

There is little or no such disposition
shown now. There are several reas-
ons for it. The wholesale trade now
refuse to give any encouragement t'o
people proposing to engage in busi-
ness who are not well equipped for it.

More capital is reguired. That is
recognized by wnll. If a trader hs\xs
nothing but capital to depend on it
is more than likely he will soon ex-
change it for experience, and experi-
ence without capital is about as dis-
astrous as capital without experience
is in the long long run. The whole-
sale people recognize the fact that it
is to their interest to safeguard as
far as possible the old-fashioned re.
tailers in the country against undue
competition, and the result is that
the men with capital whe are look-
ing about for & business opening are
disposed to -invest their funds in &
wvay in which -returns aré not likely
to ‘be . interfered with by excessive

case if they engage in a field of en-

competition; -a8 is likely to be the|

terprise . which is already illed: or

Tiarhano. AwarawArerdnd

erhape’grererawded,
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“Bank clearings. which usually fur-
nish a trustworthy index to a coun-
try's trade, says the New York Sun.
are the heaviest known, in
the United States. Istimates favor-
ing a total for seventy-sreven citics
for the calendar year in excess of
$68,500,600,000, 20 per cent. in ex-
cess of last year, 34 per cent larger
than in 1896, 51 per cent. larger than
in 1894, which marked low swaler in
the country's trade of recent years.
and nearly 10 per cent larger than in
1892, which hitherto has furnished
thé basis for maximum clearings com-
parisons.

‘Sales of stocks at the New York
Stock IBxchange in 1898 aggregate,
approximately, 112,000,000 :hares,
ageinst 76,000,000 in 1897 and £6.-
000,000 in 1891, hitherto the highest
record. The hond sales in 1898, are
$887,000,000, compared with $394,~
000,000 last year and $501,000,000
in 1892 the largest previous year.”

Bradstreet's estimates the number
of failures in the year at 11,6388.-.
Says Dun's reviewi—

“Failures in the' year 1898, have
-with liabili-.
$148,684,251"

5

been 13,192 in number,:

|rate of letter postage to points

tiés amounting ' to
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|14,975 in 1896, $192,906,270 in
18035, and $198,658,8¢91 in 1804, In
this statement banking failures are

included with liabilities of S18,705 -
S8R0 against 828 249 700 Jast  yeuar
and 850,718,915 in 1896. The com-
mercial failures were 12,112 in nuw-
ber and $129,984,251 in  amount,
against. §154,332,071 last year and
$08,463,851 in 1896, and trading
wore $61,886,943, egainst $74.499,-
908 last year and $109,016,620 in
1896. The ratio of defaults to sol-
vent payments is only $1.89 against
82.69 last year, and $4,37 in 1896,
The number of failures, 1.06 per cent.
of the firms reported in business,
though gsmeller than in any  other
vear since 1892, is somewhat swelled
by the multitude of small traders who
start without adequate capital, so
that the. average liabilities per fail-

ure is smeller than in any other year

of the twenty-four for which full re-
cords exist.

The announcement of the two-cent
in

Canade and ths United States was

‘welcomed by business men in this

eity. . o
There - were' 128,830,000 lettéts
) ' . Y s e

posted  in Canada during  the year
ending June 39, 1897, and 26,140,000
posteards.  An estimute of the effect
of the change may be gathered from
the following mail statisties of the
principal cities of the Dominion dur-
ing the same peviod.

Lettera Port Cnrds

——————  Post Jettersand
City Nther. Cards, Newspupers

Toronto....3,BL.044 08605072 3,200 ih 21 408 296

Montreal 8331440 4 588,720 1.42 871 12,601, 3!

Hamilton . 521,012 1.467 163 563484 3 56~.5436
Quebee (... 476,520 1ASSIOT 40) 441 3824 783
{ttawe., 468,7:U 1,282 701 X711 3h4 2671047
Londen.. .. 290.570 171,85 411,97 2708970
Winnineg  344.: 701 A6 1:7 454 2072302
St. John.... 205,502 793,849 2'0x85 2,051, 70
Kingston. . 168,943 6 034 165418 145748

Consul-General Patterson, at  Cal-
cutta, has submitted a report to the
Washington authorities, on +wages
an¢d cost of food in India, showing
that, with the possible exception of
China, the laborer in India is paid
less than in any civilized or partly
civilized country. Heé says:—

“It " would hardly seem possible
that the wages received would en-
able the laborers Lo more than exist;
but a majority of them by their fru-
‘gal living, not only support their
families but save money.’”” -,

Wages in India are paid in rupees,

. - ]

¢

o 0

wonderful, - - '

aned this report is based on the ex-
change yalue of the rupee at thirty-
three cenis, All laborers in India pay;
for {heir own foud. The wages giver
are the ones prevailing in Madras
{the lowest paid), Bengal and Bom-
bay the latter puving the highest
wages, and the rates vary only a few
cents 4 month,

In Bombay an able-bodied agricult-
ural laborer is paid $2.50 a month: &
skilled cotton will laborer, $5.50; un-

skilled, §2.50; household servants,
83; masons, carpenters and black-~
siiths, $7.50; horse keepers, $2.50

railway laborers skilled, $4.40; un~
skilled, $2.12, and coolie laborers,
$2.25.

Food grains make up the food of
tho laborers, and the quantity oon-
sumed by each
punds a day, costing an average -of
two and one-half to three cents, Wilh
this food—rarely with meat ol  ang
kind—the laborers of India, espécial-
Iy the coolies who doths hardest kinds
of menual labor, are remarkavly

healthy, with muscles well: deéveloped .
-and their endurance in carrying heavy.
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long. distances is - someth
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person is about 114 .




