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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, MARCH 30, 1855

.. NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The. Atlaniic’s mail confirms the rumor of the
death of the Czar Nichalas, who has been tranquilly
suceeeded by his' son Alexander II. In ascending
the "throne, the new Emperor issued a proclamation
declaring his intention to carry out the policy of his-
father ; but sanguine lopes are entertained that he
will be willing to conclude peace on reasonable terms.

~As an earnest of his intentions, he has despatched
Prinee Gortschakefl as his plenipotentiary to the
Vienna Conference, now in session. The demands
of the Allies are said to include the destruction of
the fortifications of Sebastopol. v
" The news of the Czar’s death was received in
chivalrous and thoroughly Protestant England with
- every demonstration of tumultuous joy. At the prin-
cipal theatres and places of public resort, the noble,
generous people burst forth into loud and fong conti-
“nued cheering when the death of their enemy was
_publicly announced to them ; reminding one forcibly
of the old fable about the ¢ Tack-ass and the dead
Lion.”” In France, on the contrary,all indecent al-
“lusions to the catastrophe were at once vigorously re-
pressed by the police ; and in respectful silence did
_the Parisians learn that their antagonist was no more.
But the people of France have not had the benefit of
« sanctuary privileges” like the Protestants of Eng-
land; and their conduct therefore is perhaps excus-
able. To be sure, ill-natured persons will say that
to crow over the death of a gallant enemy is a sign
that he was feared when alive ; and that the rejoicings
“over the body of the dead Nicholas, are but the out-
- ward and visible signs of the terror with which the
living Czar bad inspired the people of England.

Symptoms are not wanting that the entente cor-
“diale betwixt the Allies is drawing to an end. Na-
poleon plainly tells the people of England that, il
- they will persist in their ‘enquiry into the conduct of
the Crimean campaign, his army can no longer act

 together with their’s—whilst Lord Clarendon, it is
“said, has received instructions to remonstrate with
“the French Emperor on his meditated trip to the seat
"ol war. Neither Frénch nor English will much re-
:_I‘ish this kind of wmutunal interference ; and a coldness
- between the two great nations will very soon be sue-
-ceeded by open hostility. Should the death of the
" “Czar lead to terms of peace betwixt France and
Russia, the peopie of England may perhaps find out
to their cost, that a Napoleon way be a more dan-
gerous enemy than a Nicholas. . France has a Wa-
terloo as well as a Moscow to avenge ; and it is well
known that Napoleon the second regards himself as
‘the ioheritor of the wrongs, as well as of the thrones,
ot his uncle. ~ Nous verrons.
To the Crimea, the health of the troops is said to
-be improving ; bul nothing decisive has occurred be-
“fore Sebastopol since the arrival of the last steamer.
‘Tt is said that the Allied Governments have given in-
structions to their generals to push the siege with
vigor. Lord Lucan bas arrived in England, but bis
application for a Court Martial on” his conduct al
Balaklava has been refused.
. Tue Faexcy Emperor aND Canapa.—The Honi-
Jeur has pnblished the reply of the Emperor to the
cvommunication made to- him by. Lord -Elgin of the
jetter addressed to her Majesty the Queen by the Le-
wrislulive Assembly of Canada, notifying the contribu-
tion af Canada to the Patrintic Fund, for the wilows
and’ orphants .of the men; TFrench and English, who
bave faller in battle. Uis Majesty says:— -
«,Moved like myself, belicve me, by the eloquent
testimony of so vivid-a sympathy, our eountry will
unt see without. gratitode that remembering French
origin, the popalation .of Can_ada has nat wisht_ed o
separate, in its congratulations and s ofterings,
those who are so nobly- unilted.by & community of
danger.”. : ST '

Trom Australiv, we learn that a serious fight had
occurred at Ballarat ¢ diggins,” between the military
and the miners. Of the latter, 26 were killed, and
183 token prisoners. Rumors_are rife of an out-
break..on the part.of the Coffres, at the Cape of
tiood Hope. ‘
- COURT.OF QUEEN’S BENCH.

THE GRAY. MURDER:CASE.

In the month of October last, there resided in
the village of Huntingdon, a_discharged soldier of-
the.name of William Gray, a Protestant, merried to-
Anne Reilly,a Catholic, and many years: younger
than himeelf ; a-brother of .the. woman, John Reilly,
lived in the same house witli.the Grays. . The union
seems 10 have'been an unhappy ‘one’; botly man apd
wile seem’ to.have been in-the habit of drinking ;
quarrels; resulting ‘i blows, were of common occur-
rence ; the neighbors were oftén disturbed hy shrieks
isSuing from {he house: which they occupied ;.and on
wiore . than :one -occasion the. -hushand: had been
heard .lo. declire . his intention of * Azing™ the un-
happy womas, his -wife. .. Thus. fived  the’ family ' of
the:Grays; when, on the 24th 'of ‘October, about
eight o’clock in the evening, the neighbars were arous-
&il: by ‘the ‘report ‘thas Williom Gray bad murdered

L

his wile.” The foilo;vftlg are the particulars as elicited

B T A ‘on the trial, which'took place last week. -
ENGLAND, TRELAND, -SCOTLAND ‘& WALES: | , brothér of the!'d or
Gt ot 60§ e Tl Pt 2T 0 o on'’ thie evening in question, about seven o’clock,

Jobn Reilly, brother of :the':deceaséd, swore, that
being in the garden, be heard a 'scream from some
person in the-bouse—that, running- to-the door, he
saw Gray, the husband of the deceased, kueeling on
her,.with both his- knees on her chest, one’ lhand on
her 'mouth, and the other grasping her by the throat
immediately beneath the chin—that he at once taxed
Gray with having murdered the unfortunate woman
2~and that having lighted a candle, and éxamined the
body of. his sister, thus assuring himsell that she was
dead, be rushed out, and gave the alarm—first to his
brother, James Reilly, and then to several others
of the neighbors, who accompanied him back to the
house, where, in the meantitme, Gray bad been. left
with the body of the deceased. Here again, and in
the presence of numerous witnesses, John Reilly
openly taxed Gray with murder; to which the latter
replied by the remark—* you may hang me, or send
me to the Penitentiary, but I am out of Purgatory”
~—or words to that effect. This evidence of Joln
Reilly was not only not shaken upon cross examina-
tion on the trial, but was most remarkably corrobara-
ted by the testimony of the other witnesses—of
whom several swore to' having noticed dark marks,
as if of violence, on the deceased’s throat. It is to
be regretted however that the post miortem exami-
nation of the body was most imperiectly made by
Dr. Sheriff, who was brought up as a witness on the
trial. His evidence, therefore, was little worth ; for,
for reasons best known to limself, he had taken the
precaution not to know anything that it might be
unpleasant to know. He had carefully studied the
aspect of the deceased’s lungs, of her thighs and her
brains; but he had been equally careful not to exa-
mine into the one thing which it was his first duty
to examine —the state of her larynz and trachea.
He had also, like a cautious man who wished to keep
thiogs pleasant, very prudently abstained from dissect-
ing the integuments of the neck ; and thus, though le
could testify to everything that was perfectly irrele-
vant, he was unable to throw any light on the immne-
diate cause of the woman’s death. She had died,
he said, of asphyaia ; but how asphyzin in her case
was produced, he knew as little as a three year old
babe. ¢ Where ignorance is bliss, t’is folly to be
wise.” ’

For Huntingdon is, it seems, an eminently Protes-
tant and Orange district ; a regular nest of Orange-
men,. of Orange lawyers, and Orange Magistrates,
all bent upon screening their friend, William Gray.
Thus when James Reilly commenced making certain
unpleasant revelations—going so far as to assert that
his sister had been murdered —he was at once com-
mitted to jail as a very troublesome sort of a person,
whom it was necessary to put out of the way, in
order to keep things pleasant. And when at last, after
many delays, a warrant for the apprehension of Gray
.was issued by the Montrea] Magistrates; and entrust-
ed to the hands-of M. De Lisle, the Chief Constable,

| threats were openly held ocut of a rescue; threats

which no doubt would have been carried into exe-
cution, but for the precautions taken, and timely display
of force made, by the energetic officer above men-
tioned. At last William Gray was arrested, bronght
downlo Montreal,and last week was put upon his trial,
charged with the murder of his wife.

‘We need not recapitulate the evidence. Suffice
it to say, that, after a long and patient investigation
Lefore the IXon. Justice Duval, the prisoner, who
was most ably delended by Dr. Mack, was found
guilty by a Jury, of whom the great majority were
Protestants; and, on Monday last, was sentenced to
death by His Honor Judge Aylwin. We have no
intention to say anything to prejudice the unhappy
man’s fate. Tle is an olt-man, and has not at the
best many years lo live. We know not what prove-
catior he may have received from his wife ; and would
fain hope that his crue! act was rather the result of
sudden passion, than of deliberate malice. If there
be any. extenuating circumstances in his case, in the
name ol the God of Merey let him have the beuefit
of them, and thus have another. chance of making his
peace with Him Whom he has offended, but Who is
ever ready to forgive the penitent sinner. Gray’s
fate is in the hands of the Executive, who, we have
no doubt, will give it their serious and merciful con-
sideration. v

It is not then, our readers will perceive, for the
sake of making out a case against the convict that
we have ‘entered uporr Lthe aborve details; ‘but rather
with the view of vindicating our Courts of Law from
the seandalons iwputations east upon them by a foul
mouthed, mendacious press. Because Gray was a
Protestant, and his victim a Catholic, and because
the Judge, before whom the case was tried, was also
a Catholic, the Montreal Gazelte, and Commercial
Hdvertiser, have not hesitaled to attribute Gray’s
conviction to refigious prejudices—though the Jury
which found him guilty was composed, for the most

| part, of Protestants, the co-religionists of thie accus-

ed—and to impnte to the upright magistrate who. pre-
sided on the Iench, the same unworlliy motives
as those "by which they are themselves but too
evidently ‘actuated. And yet we have but to

as reported.in the Montreal Gazefte, to see at
once how-utterly unfounded are these attacks uwpon
the honor of one who is esteemed by those who best
kmow him, as an ornament to his prefession, and' a
credit to‘the Bench.: But we forget. - Judge Dural
is too highly esteemed, and too tvell appreciated by the
public, to ‘need any defence from our- hands against
the vile insinyations ‘of his calumniators, which have
provoked not only the svell merited striclures of the
Montreal Herald-and Transcript, but have aroused
the disgust and indignation of every honest man'in
the country,’ )

We blage pot oup cotemporaries- that

.

‘they- liavé

read the « Charge™ of Judge Dural to'the Jury,

made themselves the defenders of Wm. Gray. We
blame them not for-this s’ but-for that, in their advo-
cacy of: his cause, they have not scrujléd-to profane
the precincts of the temple Bf justice  with their sa-
crilegious bioils : seeking 1o introduce, therein  the
foul fiend of polemics. Quarrels in the name of reli-
gion are sad enough at all times, and -in_all places—
in the streets:and on the hustings, at the polling bootbs,
and in the Courtsof Legislatre. For heaven’s sake
lét us try and keep ane spot, owr Courts of Law,
clear of them. Laokto itin time. I once confi-
dence in the pure and impartial administration - of
justice by our Jegal tribunals be shaken—should, un-

-fortunately for the peace of ‘the community, the

Montreal Gacette, and Commercial Adveriiser
succeed in impressing upon the minds of their miser-
able dupes that the judges on the Bench are religious
and political partisans—farewell, we say, to the peace
and prosperity -of Canada. "The reign of lawless
rowdyism will have been inaugurated ; and instead of
relying confidently upon the laws of the land for pro--
tection underall'circumstances, an infuriated populace
will soon learn to execute a rude justice with their
own hands. 'We say it with regret; but it is only
too notorious that tn our large cities we hare too
wany loafing ruffians as it is, ready upon the least
hint, ta proceed to acts of violence. T.et us beware,
we say, lest we encourage such pests of society.
Judge Duval may be attacked to day j some other
member of the Bench will be the viclim to morrow ;
until at last Judge Lynch be installed supreme arbiter
of our lives and liberties. All men, of all origins,
of all denominations, are tlen alike interested in
resisting the first assaults upon the homor and inde-
pendence of our legal tribunals ; for all are alke in-
terested in uphotding the supremacy of Taw and order
over brute force. DBut this supremacy cannot long
be asserted, if the atrocious calumnies of the Mon-
treal Gazette and Commercial Advertiser, ave al-
lowed to go unpunished, unrebuked.

One word as to the evidence upon which our above
named cotemporaries base their arguments in favor of
Gray’s innocence ; and thence conclude—not only to
the perjury of John Reilly, a legitimate and most
logical coaclusion—but to the partiality and partisan-
ship of Iis Ionor Judge Duval—a meost illogical
and groundless assumption. And lere we arrive at
one of the most singular circumstances connected
with this deplorable tragedy.

From the report we have given above of the trial,
it will be seen that John Reilly was the only witness
whose evidence directly convicted the prisoner of
murder. It was therefore the interest, and the duty,
of the counsel for the delence to impugn his testimony
if they could ; and to show to the jury that little, or
no reliance, should be placed on his statements. 'f'o
convict' Jobn Reifly of perjury, or even to throw
doubt upon the value of his evidence, was, almost, to
absolve Gray of the charge of murder. Now, though,
during the trial, no attempt was madz on the part of
the.defence to. do this, immediately after it was over,
the ‘Gazette announced to its readers.the startling
fact, that the witness, Jolm Reilly, had, immediately
after the occurrence of the 24th of October, made
two depositions—one before the Coroner's Inquest
on the 25th of the same month, and the other ou the
20d of Navember, before Messrs. John Morrison
and Willism Lamb, Justices of the Peace for the
district of Huntingdon—in which the depouent, nol
only gave a version of the circumstances attendant
upon the dealh of his sister, quité at variance with
his evidence before the Court of Queen’s Bench, but
explicitly acquitted Gray of all participation in her
death. - In one depositiou, he, Jobn Reilly, is made
to say—* I dict not see Gray use any violence to
decensedt 5 and in the other—* When I found her !
dead I had no suspicion that she had come to her |
denth by an wunfair means.” Of course, if these
depositions ‘had been produced in Court, and 7f it
could bave been shown that they were 7ot lorgeries,
and that John Reilly had knowingly sworn to the
truth of tleir contens, his evidence upon the trial
would bave been put on one side ; he himsell would
have been handed over to stand bis trial ‘for perjury ;
and Wm. Gray might in all probability have been ful-
Iy acquitted, as the intended victim of a most nefari-
ous conspiracy. Why then—it will be asked—were
not these depositions, or attested copies of them, laid
before the Court? ' '

Not because Mr, Mack, counsel for the prisoner,
(ailed in his duty towards bis client ; for he is univer-
sally admitted to be a clever and upright member of
the Bar. Not because, as the Gazette would have
us believe, % on acecount of the magistrates who
drew up the depositions, having bungled some matter
of form;” because, though a defect in the legally re-
quired formalities might have been sufficient to clear
John Reilly of the legal consequences of perjury,
that defect of ¢ form’ eould not in the stightest de-
gree have affécted the value of the said depositions,
it produced merely for the purpose of impugning
the damning evidence adduced by him against Gray
on the trial. - A private letter, even, from John Reilly
to a third person, containing (he statements said to
have been sworn to in his depositions, might have
been produced in Counrt, to- show that, immediately
after- the. death of his sister, he Iiad.told a story
respecting it, at variance with that which he had
sworn to beflore the Jury ; and this letter, if proved
to-have heen written by the witness, woull bare had
its full effect with the Court. It would not indeed:
have legally convicted him of perjury ; but’ it would
have been amply sufitcient to discredit- his whole' evi-
dence against the prisoner. Now the object’ of ‘the
counsel (or the defence was, nof to ‘convict John
Reilly of perjury, but to absolve Gray of” the charge
of murder. “Why, ihen, did they not produce the
depositions before the Court?. - Not because they
were ignorant of their existeénce or contents ; for -Mr,
J. Marrison, one of the: magistrates  who professed

to have taken thepm, wwas present in’ Court, andl mani-

fested a lively interest in behalf of : the prisoner.—
‘"We can_only conceive of two - reasons:then, why
these all important depositions, upon_ which the Ga--
Zzette lays so much stress, were not produéed.,  Ope
is—that no sich documents exist : .the .other, thatif
they do exist, they are: forgeries, or at :least interpo<
lated-—and therefore, unfitted to bear the rigid seru-
tiny to which they would have been - exposed; if: pro-
duced in Court. . Upon no other.hypothesis js the
non production of -these depositions, explicable. -

“A heavy suspicion'—it may be, an" unfounded one
—hangs over the magistrates whode names appear
as attached to the'documents'quoted by the Gazette 5
and it is the duty of the Government to institule an
enquiry into their conduct.  If, indeed, such docu-
ments do exist—and . are not forgeries,and are 262
interpolated—the - said magistrates, whose duty it
was to transmit them to Court, with all the requisite
formalities, but:who did not do their duly, are a pair
of bungling incompetent blockheads, who, by their
neglect of ‘duty; have put an innocent man’s life in
jeapardy ; and ought therefore to be at once dismiss-
ed from the Commission of the Peace. - 1f, an the
other hand, ro such documents exist—or, if existing,
they lave been forged or interpolated—it is easy 1o
understand why they were not produced in Conrt j—
and it is equally easy to perceive what is the duty of
the Govermnent towards the magistrates whose naines
appear as appended thereunto.

On the last day of the term. the Grand Jury found
a “Tre DBill of Indictment” for perjury, against
André Poussaint, one of the converts of the Grande
Ligne mission we believe, or of some other Protest-
ant proselytising sociely. The man Poussaint had,
it seems, been attacked in his own house on the even-
ing of the 31st of October last, by a gang of dis-
auised ruffians, who have hitherto, unfortunately, baf-
fled the pursuit of justice. This at least is Poussaint’s
story 3 and, if true, he has been grossly wronged, and
would but for his subsequent conduct, have obtained-
the sympathy of every respectable person in the com-
munity—whether DProtestant or Catholic. But, un-
luckily for himsell, André Poussaint—swhether pro-
prio motu, or at the instigation of the reverend shep-
herds to whose folil l:e belongs, we know not—taxed”
a most respectable resident of the district, Mr.
George M:Gill, with the oulrage ; although he—My,
M:Gill —was many miles distant from the spot at the
time when the assauit occurred, or was said lo have
occurreil.  Having clearly established his own inno-
cence, and consequently the falsity of the depositions
sworn by André Poussaint against him, Mr. MGil}
obtained a warrant against his calnmuiator ; who was
thereupon committed to juil,and, at the next term of
the Court of Queen’s Bench, will have to stand his
trial for malicious perjury. In the meantime, he has
been bailed ont by some of the saints; and as the in-
famaus conspirzey against Mr, M<Gill has been defeat-
ed and publicly exposed, we do nat suppose that there
exists any desire to inflict any further punishment upon
the ‘accused. We mnst however congratulate Mr..
MeGill on dis escape from the foul plot that was laid
for his destruction. Many an innocent man has been
ruined by the oaths of men like André Poussaint.

Craven—the man who at the late municipal elec-
tions was the cause of the death of the driver John -
Kelly—was tried and acquitled on the .charge of
murder. We trust that severe measures 'muy, be
taken by the Ciric authorities to put a stop to 1he
dangerous and disgraceful practice of carrying fire-
arms concealed about the person, especially in elee-
lli:on times. Craven was defended by B. Devlin,
sq.

“A MARES NEST.”
P13 s . e
%P:i?:h 1?:1 ::r]ll'édmr(l):;.-rs:Yu‘:::n:x?((l].’?‘“ oy
[Bilty Taylor. A very doleful ballad..
Mister George Brown of the Toronto Globe has.
Just discovered another of these remarkable produc-
tions. The man is always finding ¢ mare’s nests ;°
but bis last is a ¢ stunner”—containing nothing less
than a live young lady imprisened in a num\ery:,’ and
almost rescued by an elder sister, with a loaded pistot
and a parasol ; wha, we suppase, wasanxiaus {0 renerw
in ‘Loronto the awful tragedy of % Billy Tuylor.™
But we must put our readers in possession of the facts.
of the case. . o o
Miss Sarah Bolster, the younger daughter of a
Protestant father, but, we believe, of a Catliolie mo-
ther, was admitted. soinetime ngo into the Catholic
Church, with the knowledge and full consent of her
elder brother, her natural guardian, The young lady
having manifested a strong desire to embrace the re-
ligious life, was sent by the same brotlier to the Sis--
ters of St. Joseph at ‘Toronto; whose schoals. she.
had prericusly attended, and with whom. she resided:
as boarder, for several weeks. In neply to her reite-
rated intreaties to. be admitted as a member of the
Community, the Sister Superior told her plainly that.
she could not be permitted to enter- even.upon ber
novitiate, without the consent-of her natural- wumar-
dians; but-that she might remain as a boarder until
such time as’that consent had been obtained, or de-.
cidedly refused. "On the 301h of Januesy last, the:
elder brother accompanied by another, and. younger,’
‘brother of Miss S. Bolster, . visited the: Convent j—
vpon swhich occasion the eler, in opposition to 'the’
youager brother, expressed his desire that his: sister-
should yremain with the Nuns.” 6 aroid.all dispules;
hawever, the Sister’ Superior sided with the younger
brother ; and at her veguest, Miss. S. Bolster left the
Convent with ber relatives.. We may add: tao; that
the younger brother was.earnest with His. Lordship,
the Bnhop of - Toronto, -that' he' would not allow:
Miss Bolster to become a' Nun: without the consent”
of the family. His Toordsbip. ‘told” Mr. Bolster to.
make his mind'easy on that point ; for that, even if
the relatives of the young Iady gave their . consent,:
he, the Bishop, would not give his, norcomply with-
he young lady’s request, for the space of iwo-years. ~




