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. TRANCE:
" ForeicNn MEegg ~A- correspondent of

TFontle

Hi g bl
ENARTES.—A !
the TUmes sends the folowing gossip from Paris :—

« T ‘dlladed in-a’previcus-lelter to certain proposi-

tions made by 2 French ‘company to raise in France
a legion for the sérvice-of the English governiments
Tt appears that the company engages to supply from

10,000 't 25,000 men wwithin; the shortest possible

timé, half the tmber thit may be dgreed upon d be
ready in fiftden’ days at thé-utmost. -~ Tn order to ef-

féct:thit anfértaking it requires that it shall be pef-

mitted to recruit in France; or in neutral countries,
men who have-been liberated from military service,
and on whom olherwise their governments have no
special.claim. It is stated that -tbe English goyern-
ment i§ disposed 1o entertain the propositions of the
compapy;,—_n,ni_-only,awni,ts, to enter on ils execution,
the :assent of the French government.”
o HOLLAND.

A continental correspondent of the Morning Ad-

verdiser ‘writes:—** A ‘very unfortunate event has.

Just oceurred:at the Hague ; an event of so distress-
ing a nature that I'should hesitate to narrate it, but
that it comes to me from dnquestionable authority.—
"‘The King of Holland latély went to visit one of bis
-mistresses, and foiind one of his aides-de-camp clo-
seted with her. The King rushed npon the officer
apd stabbed him. The wound, it is said, has proved
fatal, and great exertions are being made in Ingh
places to keep this horrible tragedy from the public.”

RUSSIA.

The Chaistian Times states that a most atrocious
act of cruelty is alleged to have been perpetrated by
the Tlussian authorities in the Crimea. Ifor a long
period a colany of Moravians have been established
in_that country, who first settled there when .partial
religions toleration was the law of Russia, These
brethren have always acted upon principles, in respect
to the unlawfulness of war, similar to those held by
the Society of Friends, and, by the aid of some in-
fluential Qualkers in this counlry, obtained, many
years since, from the Russian goverament, the privi-
lege of exemption from military service. Of late,
however, they have been subjected to the most ha-
rassing persecutions for their refusal to carry arms,
and still persisting in that refusal, 300 have been put
to death! :

WAR IN THE EAST.

With that profound political foresight, and admira-

hle military genius which have bitherto distinguished
their conduct of the war, the British government
have just withdrawn a section of (heir Indian army,
at the moment when all Central Asia scems con-
volsed with Muscovite arms and intrigue.  The same
mail that announces the departure of two cavalry re-
giments from Bombay, to seek a bloody grave before
Sebastopol, informs us that the people have revolted
against the native rulers, to friendly England, in Ca-
bul ‘and Turkistan—and that the Candahar chiefs
have acknowledged fealty to the King of Persia, de-
manding assistance. against Dost Mahommed, the
wily old Asiatic Prince, who had only just compieted
liis alliance with Lord Dalhousie.
. Added to this, the prospect of a new Burmese
campaign has already become imminent. It appears
that the Ambassador from the court of Ava, during
his last interview with Lord Dalhousie, electrified that
nobleman by announcinyg that his master insisted upon
thie restoration of all the Burmese territory which
had been annexed by England.

Blackwood for Febrnary has & very clever article.an
tha disasters which have befallen our aims in the
Crimea—from whici we Jay some extracts before onr
readers. ¢ Whence have come our dangers ?7 is the
question which the writer discusses; and. he answers
—TFrom the miserable sconomy adepted by the Go-
vernment, in obedience-lo the mercenary demands of
1he Manchester school—unfortunaiely for England’s
wvrelfare, and for England’s honot the political party
which has Virtnally ruled the ¢ountry for the last quar-
ter of acentury:— . ’

« Rven in-an economical point o} view this wretch-
ed system of reduction, which has sooften been.adopt-
ed by the English doring peace, is as short-sighted
and pernicions as if is perilous. It inevitably leadsto
the recurrence, and mnultiplies tenfold the cost of war.
Deptived of all consideration, and respect from- the
foreign powers by whom it is surrounded, a richand
renowned, but disarmed state -Speedily becomes the
abject only of envyiaid. cipidity 10 its warlike dnd
rapacious neighbors. Auack. attracted by riches,
prompted by jenlousy, suggested by ambition, is en-
coiiraged by the absence of defence, the prospect of
helplessness. The prestige of former fame, the re-
memdrance of past Lrinmphs, may-for.n time protect
it, and coricenl present weakness by the halo cf for-

* raer renown ; but that eannot be expected to last very
long. The inevitable time will come, the hour of
danger will' arrive, when the passions of ambitions
and pennitess rapacity will be fet loose on thewealthy
and-unprotected state—and- how- is:it then 'to be de-
fended? Enormons'efforts, gigantic expenditare, will

be tequired to avert disaster or subjugation. Even if*
{key, “are made, siccess”can in thé end'be altained.

‘only-at the cost of immense “sacrilices ‘of blood and.

treasure,-and afler the sufférings ofa long, bazardous,-
and bordersome war. '-Four-fifths-of the debt which-

- T

now bppi'ess'es(ihe industry and Wefghs down the na-
tional’strerigth ‘of England, has been occasioned by
the selfish ‘parsimony--of former times. Danger is
averted By preparation ; war is often avoided by the
inspiving. of dread; if begun, it is shortened by the
exercise of strenigth.”- Had' foor-millions & year addi-
tional ‘beer: expended on (he: army bétween 1784 and-
1793; Paris would hive-been taken in'thie’ first ¢am-
. -paign, and ningteen years'of, subsequeiit  most .costly
‘war, and. the . confraction. of - £600,000,000. of, debt,
would have been avoided. If we:hadhad 100,000in-
fantry and 20,000 cavalry and. artillery, and 80,000
the British'Islands in the beginning of 1854,
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the Czar would, never have.ventured upon war'; or- if

Rt

| inig the alfagk, have" lost Cronstadi and- Sebasiopo! in

the first campnign. It Wad lhe défericeless Stute ol
‘Eiiglatid which prompled '1hé Empérbr Nicholas to

HisTdvasion of Melddvia atd Walliclia i Taly; 1883,
Had. we bedii 'even modefalelF preparad, we wonld)

never havé trossed ttie Prdih.

IF ‘we wobld discovér
""" war, 'y

] e shall find thent it
thowe who counselleil” ing diid asdsenting malti-
tades at Manchester'that'the age of war ‘was passed,
thal ve should disband our troops and sell ocur ships
‘of the litie.~ Theéir iames are Richard Cobiden, Joha
Bright, and Joseph Starge. =~ -
¢ Xenophon says that, if Athens had been an insu-
lar state, it would have conduered Sparta it thée Pelo-
ponnesian war, because it conld, with its command of
the'sea, have roined riz adversary, while its adversary
could not hive reaéheéd it. That ddvantage which
Atheiis winied Eugland poasessed ; bit it has been
al] but thrown away by the infatuation of our people
and -theé blind submission to populdr dictation of our
ralers. - Wafted oh board iis powarfal navy, its mag-
nificent steamships, the army of England could in a
fortnight have reached eithér Cronstadt or Sebastopol,
while the forces of Riissia were hermetically sealed
witkin their granile bastions. It we had had such an
army, what marvellons, what decisive succéss might,
under abie direction, have been atlained ini the first
campaign !  Jf 40,000 men had accompunied Sir C.
Napier fo the Baltic, where would now have bieen the
fleets of Sweaborg and Cronstadt? Burnt in their
harbors, or prizesat Spithead. If a reserve of 30,-
0060 men had been at hand in Malta to reinloree the
army which conguered at the Alma, Sebastopoi would
fong ere 1his have been taken. A real invesiment
would have been made ; and while half of our army
pressed the fortress alike on the north and sonth, the
other half would have covered the siege, aud, if at-
tacked, renewedl the triumphs with whieh the cam-
paign opened, Decisive success was within onr power,
if we had possessed, when hostilities broke out, a
force at all commensurate to our national strength or
material resources. [f we have nol gainéd it, and
hiave only achieved barren victories, these are owing
1o the glorious chivaley of our officers, the indomitable
courage of our men, which have, in some degree,
compensated, though at the expense of their own
blood, the long-continued blindness and infatuation of
the eountry, which rendered nseless all the immense
advantages that Providence had put into onr bands:

% Two other particulars deserve especial notice.—
The first is, that the department of theartny in which
the superiority of the Russians has been most appa-
rent, is the very one in which the English, in the
pride of intellect, expecled the most decisive snecess.
We beasted ot cur seience, our mechanical skill, our
arts ; and the complacent admirers of existing things
told us confidently our artillery would at once prove
its superiority to the Russian, and that bdebastopol
wonld be ¢ smashed? inthree days. Where are these
boasts now? We have deleated the enemy, but it
was by the qualities whiels have descended to our
officers and their soldiers from their Norman and
Saxon forefathers, bat from no aid which we have de-
rived, either from the wisdom and forethought of aur
popular Government, or the skill or genius of our me-
chanjeal people. In both these respects we have
been beat by our despotic enemy, ouldone By his har-
barian subjects. In number and weight of gnas; the
Russian artillery has shown itself as superior to .ours
as the Russian administration haz, in the raising, teed-
inz, and bringing up of large bodies of soldiers.—
Whence this extraordinary difference, so exactly the
reverse of everything which, in the pride of eivilisa-
tion and intellect, we had expected ?  Simply in this,
the one cost money, the other did not. The blood
Aowing in the veins of our officers, which recalled
the chivalry of Richard Ceeur-de- Lion, in those of our
soldiers the constancy of Asincourt, cost Ministers
nothing ; but it would have cost them a great deal,
and they must have faced a reformed House of Com-
mons five years ago, to produce an artillery and siege
equipage soperior to what the Czar had collected at
the very extremity of his domininns, Thence the
victories of Alma and Inkermann won by oursoldiers,
and the siege of Sebaslopo] still protracted, amidst
heroic constancy, from the long-continued fanlts of
our Guvernment.

“The next circumsiance worthy of notice is, that
the deficiencies which have appeared in our service
have appeared chiefly in those departments whers,
according “to the popular doctrines, we should least
have expected them, and the success has been achiev-
ed in thuse where, if their principles were correct, de-
ficiency and ruin were to be expected. There has
been no failure in the Guards, headed by the flower of
the aristocracy, at the Alma or Inkermann, orin the
cavalry led by the chivalry of England in the immor-

‘tal charges at Balaklava ; but can the same be said

of the commissariat department, ‘the reserve medical
staff, ‘the harbor arrangements at Balaklava, the pro-
viling of draught-horses and passable roads at Sebas-
topol 7 In these departments, intrusted to the diree-
tion ot the sons of the middle classes, the deficien-
cies we all deplorfe have chiefly appeared.”

INEFFICIENCY OF THE NEW MINISTRY.
. (#'rom the London Times.)

A noble Roman once reccived the thanks of the
Senale because, at o disastrous crisis, he had naot
despaired of his country. Yet we confess that our
faith in the star of Oll England is now very much
tried. Tt is very true that when England is thoroughly
convinced that an ¢pinion, or a party, or a Govern-
ment, is. false, or rotten, or unserviceable, it rises and
shalkes itself with considerable energy ; but, that done,
‘the sluggish nature of the animal ‘retorns, and it ac-
quiesces without a murmur in some-new infliction. So
little ‘has it mended itself somelimes by its most fran-
‘tic eflorts of seM-vindication, that its last state seems
worse than'its first.  In all seriousness, are we hound
to be particularly hopeful, sanguive, exulting, and so
forth, at cur new  Ministerial -prospects? Certainly
there is a change ; -the firm has appeared with.a new
‘head ; and the faulty department bas been simplified
and invigorated. 'What has passed toa, may operate
as‘a caution for the future. ‘But, dismissing all com-
parisons with the past, ‘and leaving Liord Aberdeen
and the Duke of Newcastle in that retirement whicli
we doubt not they are réady to_enjoy, let us count

and_con over our-men. . The real.difficulty, as stated
by Lord Grey, and as solved by all the Governments

zb

hé did so,_hé might; with an.able. Government direct--

Qbfi'Eﬁrope.excépt-,bur:‘own',tis-the"p}o-jitiqn ‘of the: War.
‘Minister in‘the' Cabinet:~ -Shall yerever'pit all oiir
‘strengthi ifito the War'till° (hés Preiier aad the Wi

| Minister’ are’ one'? " Will ‘any’ War Minister ever

throw himself fairly  into . the* Contest. 50 long as lie.
[eels"that. he'may, be snubbed.and checked, for litile
or for much=—in fact,’so long .as he feels his’ hands
tied, and bis arms without their full swing? = -

But nolv for -the War Department: itself, 'Lord
Pavmiire has alvays shown' administrative: powver, in
a certain routine, uiider the iron, age of the Duke.
Something mare is wanted, for' e Laye to make re-
forms and administer them at once. . If any: Minister
starts with the feeling -that there has been a great
deal of nonsense talked about reforni—about the
faulty organization of the army-—about. aristoeratic
influence, ahd ‘that it is safer just now to resist than
to give way to such cries—in fact, that the DBritish
public i§ the esemy we have most to fear, and not
the Czar—ihen we canfidently predict, and most
earnestly desire, a speedy and unpleasant fermination
1o his reign—for every day of it will be.so much loss
to the honor and influenge of his country. This may
or may not be Lord Panmure’s feeling, but, unfor-
tunately, nobody can assure us that it is not. We
must add, with a feeling of anxiety almost approach-
ing to consterpation as we think of, that his Lordship
is liable to fits of the gout that entirely disable him
from business for weeks together. As this disorder
is well known to be brought on by hard work, or
anxiety, it is too possible that, at the very time when
a War Minister is most wanted, we shall find our-
selves practically without one altogether,—nay, worse
than without one, as the War Minister and his office
may be in bed together, leaving the whole DBritish
world, but unflortunately. not the Llussians, to wait
till ke is about again. With this casualty always in
prospect, it becomes a very important qesiion who is
to be Under-Secretary of War? Mr. Layard had
been designated by report [for this office, but we be-
lieve he is thought rather too good a man for it—
that is, too much of a reformer, and with too strong
impressions of what ought to be done, It is with
something like dismay that we find it stated by two
respectable and generally weil-informed contempora-
ries that Mr. Frederick Peel is to hold this most
responsible office.  With an illustrious name, ard
with every advantage, ‘this gentleman has not yet
shown a capacily for anything but the merest desk-
work. Possibly an office which gave more scope for
his powers would elicit hidden virtues; but Englind
cannat afford experiments that cost theusands of men
and millions of money to ascertain whether a man is
more of a man than he has hitherto showp himself.
At all events, “a war to the knife” with Russia is
not the proper occasion [or risking our ail on the pos-
sible inspirations of a known mediocrity.

With this future before us let us logk to the pre-
sent. We are tolil * jt is confidently hoped the First
Lord of the Admiralty will be well encugh to resume
his Parliamentary duties by the ead of the week.” If
we remember right this paragraph is. periodical, and

-may be stereoiyped for us. With two immense fleets

sailing about in the presence of the enemy, and not in
the best passible cancert with the other arm af the
service, besides smaller squadrons and odd [rigates
scattered about nobody knows where all over the
world, and with the evident necessity of an entively
new class of ships, batteries and gunboats, it is far
from reassuring-to find that Sir James Graham may
perhaps, be out of hed sometime before spring. B,
proceeding to anothier appointment, we presume that
the office of Commander-in-Chief in Ireland is not an
absolute sinecure. It is true that the army in Ire-
land is leit very low, but on that account it may re-
quire the Detter handling, and ihe man selected to
succeed Sir Edward Blakeney, is Lord Scaton, now
in his 80th year. The example, at least, of octoge-
nerian 2ppointments is bad.  We proceed. One of
the most serious disasters of this war has been offi-
cially ascribed to the ¢ misconception® of an order,
and nothing is so necessary to war as the full posses-
sion of the senses. Yet Lord Rokeby, iately sent
out to commaad a division, is said to be ¢ as deaf as
a post.” Admiral Boxer, having been {onud incom-
petent at Constantinople, has been appointed to-com-
mand at Balaklava—that is'to say, at the very port
in the whole world where it is now of most impor-
tance for us to have a man of first rate ability. He
made chaos out of order in the Bosphorus—he is ap-
pointed to make order out of chacs at Balaklava.

- For our part, we will frankly eonfess ourselves

rather alarmad at the perpetuation of this class of

appointments. We are engaged in a d&ath straggle
with a Titan whose growth exceeds anything in his-
tory, and which, indeed, has sprung into a gigantic
empire with the memory of living men. Ttisall youth
and spirit, miles ahead of 'us;tied by no ‘precedents,
bound to mno class, hampered by no  constitution,
scarcely even softened by the sentiment of nationality.
It is a mere conspiracy on the largest possible scale.
for the conquest of the-world, with a real autoerat at
its head. Its discipline, its ‘tactics, its artillery, its
devices are all of the newest, and hitherto its seems
to have got the advantage over ug, and to bave swon
even the substantial fruits of our very victories.
Against this formidable Power, (hat threatens and
impends over modern eivilization and the liberties
of the Old Word, we summon to office -octogena-
rians with one foat in the grave, - valetudinarians,
“ martyrs to the gout,® and varicus other terrible
disorders—the blind, the deaf, and the:lame; the
sons of great men; and; in a. word, -everybody
except men of undoubted ability; with no recdimmen-
dation but.their talents and - services.. Thére is-no
daubt-that there exists- exactly -the same variety- of
materials in the :British *and-Russian: :services; but,
unfortunatély; there is as little doubt that: we: select
what the. Russian Government rejects, and reject what
they:select. ' They:put:aside the officerwlio shows the:

-smallést:tinfitness; and -degrade forswhat .we: should
considler-a-very venial érror..:Everybody.serves wiih
‘the full: knawledge: that. the: Emperoi’s’-eye- is upon
 him —and néither merit vor Jelinqiency; achievement
ot failure; : will pass-unpoticed-or unremembered. <~
-With such a spstem;-wes mist: not -prétend to cope,
s0-long as we. refuse 1o employ the .very best. men’
we can find .in the .whole of the British Empire, in
-whatever service, under whatever name; and-in what-
ever field of -action they have won their reputation s
and, we will add, whatever their origin, their politics,
or their friends. Perhaps ‘there are inconveniences
in'such a course. Be it so. DButlet us choose either
one thing or another.  Let usnot expect.io .be con-
querors in the field, and. mere -partizans, "jobbers,.or
turf hunters at home. L
P . B ——'—-—' . .
AGITATION IN THE FUTURE.
. (From'the Toronto Colonisl.) =

Have our readers fattered themselves, that with
the settlenent of the Clergy Reserve question, and
the adoption of the electise Legislative :Council and
the Seignorial Tenure Bills by the Cohservatire
members of the caalition, there swould be' a probab-
lity of Canada enjoying a litile needful quiet lor some
time to come? Hare they imagined, that in giving
up the righis of the National Churches, and sacrifie-
ing principle {o expediency, they have made a friend
of the spoiler, and secured a little remnant for the
cause of religion and the instruction of the poor 7—
Have they supposed that, notwithstanding. the para-
lyzing eficet of an European war upon our cominerce,
and especially upon our great national works now in
progress, thatwe may yet hope for so much internal
prosperity as would enable us to escape entire ruin
and decay?

They might as well have sapposed, that the sated
wolf would never become hungry again;or that the ste-
cessful robber would restore his plunder § as to ima-
ginc that tlie man who makes lis living by politieal
agitation, will stop short until he is fairly gorged to
repletion.

Let the Roman Cathelics, wlose votes rabbed the
Protestant Churches of their own, and whose coun-
tenance of Reform agitation was the chie! cause of
its success 5 let the members of the Chureles of Eng-
land and Scotland who elected sceularisationists, from
a desire to get rid of religious sirife; let the Con-
servatives wiio have hestosed 1heir money upon Anti-
Clergy Tieserve newspapers; read what sort of a
politicai foture our contemporary of the Globe has
m store for them, and remember, that it is their as-
sistance and patronage which bave supplied the
strength which is to be directed against themselves.

In the Globe of yesterday, we find -the following
pregnant sentences :—

¢« The recent accesssan of Mr. Canchon alarmed
the whole Protestant population of Upper Canada,—
That movement was n distinct assertion by men in
office that they intended to refuse to Upper Canada,
Representation. by population—1o continue and in-
crease in fullness the sectarian school sysiem, to
check the working of the voluntary principle in every
way in their power; it wisa pledge that the rights of
the Roman Cathalic Church should remain intact,” al-
thongh the propeity of Protestant buodies has beentaken
away ; it was an assurance that French domination
shonld be henceforth the recognised enstom of the cotin -
try. Isany one foolish enouah o believe that Reformers
or any other large elass of Upper Canadians, are going

to submit 1o all this gnietly,
. L] . - L] L o -

What Protestant, save one so high church in his views
as to be hardly worilry of the nawe, will submitfora
moment to the encroachments of popery, Lo its reten~
tion of all the privileges of which\Protestantism has
been stripped % .

As a key to the above declarations, we need only
refer to the Godc’s recent announcement, that even
though he knew (which he did quite well) that the
Rouges were annexationists at heart, he wonld stilt
be prepared to accept them as political allies for his
own purposes. : :
~There can be no mistake as (o the objects the
Globe holds out.  He speaks plainly. enough.  Hav-
ing failed to_command political power by all other
means, Mr. Brown is resolved to make a last desper-
ate throw far success, even though in so doing he
bands Cainda over ‘to the United States. Haring
trivmphed over the ¢ RiGHTS™ of Protestants—
[what a boast for a man”professing Christianity 11—
his next point of attack is upon the ““rights” of
Poman Catholics. S

It is not very difficult to perceive the result of
such an agitation if successful.” Tlie French of
Lower Canada are bound to the Empire by no ties
ofkallegiance, or of patriotism. . Assail their « rights.”
and you sever at once the single cable which binds
them to England. And who could blame {hem for
any step which they might take in sell-defence Who
coulll charge them with inconsistency or. dishonor, if
to protect themselves from spoliation, or by way of
revenge upon its perpetrators, they went over bodily
to a nation where the rights. of property at Jeast are
respected. ' '

But is the Globesincere? Does be really desire
to trample upon the feelings and opinions of the
-majority of Lower Canada? Does he even hope
to carry the Rouges with bim, so as'to have a chance
of success! We.believe we hare no such expecta-
tion 3 but that his sole liope and aim is to arouse a
fanatical spirit in the Upper Province, which will at
least make his newspaper pay, if it does notland
him snugly in some fat official berth! e
- Yés, we have no greater faith; no higher confidence
in George Brown ‘than- this. " Give' Him 'a-Peniten-
tiary Commissionerstiip=—give Him the " pause, and let
him dip his hands”deeply”.enpugh, ard. he  will blow.
you hot .or cold,—advise, ‘moral. ¢ suasion;’..-oF
threaten people’s. # rights”—do anything, providedit

e

will but pagl. . o
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