- beloved Son, swhom he hath sent to be the Saviour of the world.
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CUSTOMS OF THE UNITED STATES.r ,

LETTERS OF 'LILIAN CH'IWG, TO His BRE’IHRE‘( IN THE
3ISLAND OF L00-CHOO. \VRITTE\' DURING hI! REeI-
DENCE IN THE U NITED STATES.

. LFTTER XL

IR

ol' a. crucahed Redeemer‘ ‘T some Cbnstmn countnes, ‘the mrhtar)
banners hn\ebeen.consecmted bylrohgrous ccremomes, performed
b) bn:hopa or numstcrs of. Chnst. To tluﬂ diy. 1t A8’ comm‘ou l‘or
ministers of religion 0 accompany fleets aud anmes, to prn) with
the ‘seamnen and soldlers, and - to sumulute them l'or tlxe~“ orl\ of
tde.nh When victories have been obrmned by the slaughter of
imany thousands, thanks have. been offered to‘God, in the'née of

Mount Joy, Slhmonth 1826.

-

Having stated to you the result of my mqmnee respecting the

veligion established and recommended by the founder of chris-

~ tianity, you will be the less surprised when I frankly own that [
am @ Christian. Had I found the Gospel to be what might very,
naturelly ‘have been erpected from the mnumerable and bloody
hostilities of Chrlsuan nations, 1 should have rejecred it with ab-
horrence as fur more dxshonorable to God than the religion of Loo
Choo. But-the God which the’ Gospel reveals, is infinitely ador-
able, worthy of. the esteern and homage of- all intelligent beings.

" 'The Son whon: he hath ¢ sent to be the Saviour of the world®” i>
*+'the brightness of his glory, the express image of. his person.”’
His doctrines, his precepts, and his examples are all benevolent,
pacifie, and admirably adapted to make men mse, urluous, and
bappy, both in this world and in the world to come,

My understanding approves and my heart is delighted.  This
religion T can most cordlally recommend to all my brethren and
friends ; and wherever, I may spend the residue of my days, 1
_hope to evince the sincerity of m) heart in the profes=lon I have
now made. : :

" Do not, my brethren, indulge the. le'xst eusplclon that, b} becom-
ing a Christian I am olienated.from my brethren "and kinsmen ac-
cordmrr to the flesh. Never were my l‘eelmgs more teuder towards
them than at the present time. Nor have T become a despiser of
those humane and beneficent principles and dispositions which have}!.
s0 exalted the Loo Choo people, and made them an honor to hu-
man nature.  As much as I now admire the Christian religion, as
instituted by the Messiah, Lam free to own-that the people of Loo
Choo, as a people, are much better than the majority of those who
are called Christians. It is said in the New Testmuent that a
+ meek and quiet spirit is in the sight of God a great price.”’ This ||
leads me to hope for the salvation of a great portion of my country-
men, though they may have lived and died without seeing the gos-
pel. By soine care of the heavenly Father, they have been made
to possess much more of the meek and quiet spirit than is generally
seen- among professed. christians ; and- I eannot believe that God
will cast away his Loo Choo children merely because lhey*]tave not
einbraced a wospcl wlnch His Providence has scen fit hitherto 10
withhold from then. CIf T understand the * gospel, it is the spirit
axemplified by the Messmh which qualifies the soul to dwell with
him ia the world of glory. On this principle I cannot but regard
the Loo Cheo people as much better preparod for a heaven of love

- and peace, than fighting: Chrratums. It nust indeed be by the
. merey of God that any sinners are saved. This mercy is revealed
by Jesus Christ ; and the gospel assures us that with God there is
no respect of persous; and that in every nation he that feareth
God and worketh righteousness is accepted of him. 1 have no
‘doubt that a great pumber of my Loo Choo brethren now possess
that humble and benevolent temper which prepares men to rejoice
iz Jesus.Christ as the way, the truth, and the life ; and that they
will. embrace him as soon as he shall be elearly known to them,
whether it shall be in this world or in the future state. Such a

- temper is always pleasing in the sight of Ged. -It prepares men to

-vejoice in Him, in Jesus their Mediator, and in the pardoningi|
merey by Him revealed to the sons of men. It also prepares men||

to delight in serving God, and in doing good to their fellow-men
according to the will of their heavenly Father. IHence those who
possess the spirit of Christ, are prepared for the rest that remains
for the people.of God, 1In thas state of rest, my brethren, T hope
to meet yon and to rejoice with you forever in the ,redeermng and
saving merey of God which has been revealed in the gospel by his

L. C.

- LETTER XII
Mount Joy, 10th month, 1826,

Thouuh Ihave hecome a C]msu:m I am not the less aﬁected with
the inconsistencies of those who have been called by that name.
The more I reflect on their religion and on their wars, the more 1
am astonished, and the more I see to fament ; and as it is posmble
that I may not live to see yon again in’ this wor]cl-—and asitis
also possible that Missionaries. may be sent among you, who still
retain prejudices in favour of war, I shall briefly mention some
things which.may be useful 2¢ you; and put you on your guard.

From much of the conduct of Chnsnans since they hecame a
‘warring people,- and from the use: wbxch they have made of their
Saviour’s name and his religion, it would seem that many of them
have regarded his death as designed to encourage men to engage
in hostilities with one another. In ages past, when two armies
were about to engage in battle, it was not uncommon to prepare
them for the conflict, by. administering t6 the officers and soldiers
what is called the Lord’s Supper, ot the memorials of his dyi ing
love, and a symbol of the unity of his disciples. An image too of|
the cross on which hc suﬁ’ered for smners, was used as the mili-

‘Jesus Clirist, for his aid in enablmg the - victors 1o destroy theu‘
_brethren of the opposm« army. 'L‘hese celebrations of \mlones,
it is said, are often associated with "the most abominable revelhnv
iaud drunkenness. -

l From facts like thesé—wmany more of which I could mention, it
!nncht be inferred that in the view. of military Christians, the
Messiah died:ta procure a dispensation for his dlsclp]es, that in
time of war, they might murder each other with impunity, and
that by dying for them he had cancelled their obligatiog to love one
another. No works of bepevolcnce have been in so high repute
among Chnsn:ms, as the weorks of hatred aud successful strife ;
and noother men have been so much praised by christiuns as the
most successful military conqucrors—the greatest robbers and mur-
derers of mankind. . o ;

Among the different sects of: christiang, there has been a vrent
diversity of opinion, as to the design of the Saviour’s deuth, LAl
I believe, have admitted that he died-for smners, ¢ the just for the
unjust that ke might bring them to ‘God, »__and that in some way,
'his death has an influence in favour of the salvation of ali who
obey nim. Still there are varions opinions on the subject, as to the
manner in which'his death avails for the salvation of men. Iam
'not, as you may well suppose, suﬁrcxemly acqunmtcd to decide
with certainty or confidence on questions which have long divided
men of the best talents. From the different forms of speech used
in the gospel relating to the subject, I am inclined to think, that

several important purposes were answered by the Saviour’s death,

But there was one design of his sufferings, pretty clearly express-
od by an apostle, which seems to me to have been entirely disre-
garded by military Chnsuans ; that is, to show mankind what
.temper they should exerclse under the trials, the insults, and in-
'juries, which they experience from onc another. The apostle|f
‘vays, ¢ Christ suflered for us, leaving ug an example thut we
should follow bis steps—who, when he waa reviled, reviled not
again—when he suffered, threatened not, but comnmted lum:el(‘ to
Him who judgeth righteously.”” .I da uot sn) » ehor do 1 tlunl\,
that this was the only dosngn of the Sav:our s suﬂ'ennvs, F>but tlns
surely was one, and one of great :mportance »lf "this 1den had
been duly embraced l)y Clmstmns, lhorbuurllly cultivated nmong
them, and impressed on their mmds, the world would never Imve
read ol'ihe rs of "Chr istians. For'itis :mpoz;srble “for men to
fight with such a submissive, benevolent and”* forvu'mﬂ temper,
as the Messiah displayed during his muustry and on the'cross.

Had this sentiment been engraved on the ‘niinds of all Christians,
even for the last thousand years, it would probably bave prevented
the untimely or violen: death of more than o hundred millions of
mankind! It would also have prevented those’ antichristian, dis-
graceful, | and-murderous prayers, w hich have been ofiered 1o God
in the name of his Son, for divine assistance in the work of human
butchery. :

I may add, that I am still of the opinion whlch 1 expressed in a
(’ormer letter, that thore is as much need of missionary “exertions
to nboh:.h human sacrifices i in Christendom, as in llmdost.m.
Aﬂ'ectxonalely Yours,

LlI LIAN CHING

o EYES AND LIPS, l’
FROM THE COMMON-PLACE BOOK OF A DACHELOR,

An ingenious friend, who has a saturnine cast of complexion,
maintains with great zeal, that dark eyes are fndicative of a higller
order of intellect than those of other colors. This doctrine meets
with great favor from every one whose eyes are hlack, while thoso
fhat are blue, hazel, or gray, kindle with mdlgnauon at stich mon-
strous absurdity. - Qur friend borrows a very happy illustration
from nature, -and says, that the wildest and most vivid flashes of
lightning burst from the blackest cloude, so do the most brilliant
emanations of mind ‘alare from the darkest eyes, Whether t].ere
be any truth in this doctrme, or not, it must be admitted, that our
friend has the authority of the poets 6n his side. From imme-
morial time, they have been sonnetizing dark and blnck eyes, to the
almost utter neglect of all others, Your novelists never, in paint-
inga herome, say she has gray eyes ; but all their poetical fictions
gce with those that are large, langmslung, Justrous, and dark.

"The vividness of an eye’s expression ' is not dependent en its
color. The eye iz most expressive, whose owner has the most
thought and feeling. The eye expresses the Iannuogo of the mmd
and heart ; .and whether light or dark, wherever thereis ntrong
emotion, it manifests it. A man isa better reader of the meunmg
of a2 woman’s eyc, than he is of one of his own gender and a lady
discovers more indications in the cyes of the opposlto set, than
can the most scruumzmc man,

The eye is the most poetical of featares ; and ample teshmony
has been borne, in all time, to its supenonty in. this parncular.
There is much poetry in'the smile of one we love ; but there is
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tead whole chupters nbout the sympathy ol' souls in * them 2.+
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l‘mtlr of the learned, has- been laughed aL by the wrsdom or sceptr W
ClSlI’l of moro modern umes

human eye the only. rolrc of astrolog ey now on enrth has bee;l
confided. Lovors are the &ole intheritors of lhe romastic doctrmee*'u
bequeathed by elder astrologers to ‘posterify. * They ‘do not. ' cjtlh
devout looks towurds the bespangled firmanient, at night"; butitd
them, the brow of a beloved being is a heaven, and the eye ig: llhem:
stee that unfolds to thom the shadows of their coming destlmeﬁ. X
Their onceslors rond the decrees of fute in llro «rhr.termg wutchér i
of the moht-season, and they. forseo the mysteries of rthe fqture,ui;;';
the expressions ‘which shift ands playsupoir the oye. Ifithe eyeroﬂe
\his mistress Spurkles at “his. wpprooch, it is the precursor of - oﬂe Iy
joy. Ifthe murl\ Y. slmdow ofa f‘rown rests upon it, it is the fore— 7
shadowmrr of‘lhe woe to come. T [ tholover, the eye of his mrh 21l
tress is ever,eloqncnt, oi‘hope or fear, of triwmph pr defeat, ‘1ti
the polar star of his hope, tlie cyn nosure of his faith ;' and tlle com
plexion “of the future chunges, as her oye waneg into’ shndowk oe c‘
waxes into’ thellght ofda} Lo o
: ‘ - oo b
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A wholesome lip is a thing to be loved. People are too much in_
the habit of regarding lips as mere appenduges to the ¢ haman face
divine’ ---ornaments, like car—rmge, tosct off its beauty. This is,
te detract from their true useand exccllenco. They serve other
purposes, and are indices of character. ‘ - : '
A wholesome lip is of the complexion of a morollo cherr} It
pouts like a rosebnd, and might lend n bee astray, asthe grype’s.
of Zeuxis did the birds. Wlnen lussmv was in lushron, gullnnts of
taste showed A flattering proference for lips of this kind. Thore'
was a flavor about them---ambrosia, on which Jyoung Love fed"
and grew fat. The drscrple of Socrutos was l'emmme in: fhe mm-
ter of lips, for hees hovereq overthem ; and thc_]udgment ofa. bee

in this respect, is scmrccly mfenor to that of’ a bachelor underi'
tlnrt) A X :

'

' '
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pottance Lhan their hps, and muny saucy noses geo'r'ﬁ' 'to,‘lj'e oaﬁ%?ﬁ
suine woy of. thmkm smce we 'seo ﬂ)em turmng up wrth :%‘le l“?‘“
pressron of. lngh dxsdum, agif the: llps were 80. mfenor o.s to merlt
scorn. No ¢ aenteel ; woll-behaved nose, is gmlty Jof sueh qlﬂs;-
tnrdly o{l:onler} e [ Lo
Our maiden adnt Sally wore a hp, whlch, like her matrxmo’mal :
chaices, was rather shrivelled, It wasa mere streak nlong tho
horizon ; an indistinet margin along an occan of mauth ; a strip to.
tell you swhere her teeth were. My aunt died: husbundloss. It
she had wedded, her bridal kiss would have been mtcrestmg She
siluted my. cheek ance, when, like Fanny, I was ¢ younger thun- I
am now, and prettier---of course !’ thouvht the sensation like n.
gentle bite. Instead of solt, spongy ﬁesh. her lips scemed like
scraps of flesh, iron-bound, Sometlmes she puckered them u
like the orifice of her reticule ; and this wagan mﬁrlhble precursol:' ;
af '1c.omm«r storm. Xantlppe had atlun, blmsh, unwaving lrg'f“
Beware of such, ! - . .
My nurse wis a negro woman ; and her gift ol’ underhp was,-
stupendous, It poured dow n, a real cntnract of hp, It wag w1th e
out model, although not wulxont slmdow She was' deﬁcnent m‘ .
chin, and her Jip circled over, her lower Juw-bone, ' shape and %
size resembling o’ half” grown grey—honnd 8 car. At ia. dJstancc""‘
you mwht have mistaken it for an o\tm allowmmce of- tonguc
which ler mouth could not contain, It was awful ! "That'is tc; i
think of kissing such a thmg When the old woman bus’tled )
ubout, it sluvered llke a sheep in slrenrmg.umo ; and when she ™.
jumiped, it ﬁapped over her undor-Jaw like the wing of a siat !
pigeon, , : Cen
Among the ladxes, there are two orders of Jips---the nerla‘rln\er;.
and .the vincgarish. The former swell out. Jike the heave' o{ a \|
deep sigh ; the Jater are sharp, and make you smack yopr mou(h
when you look on them.  ‘The first denotes.amiability,-the. second
acidity. Everlasting spring’lives in the blossoms of, ecmrm v
lip, and eternal winter dwells upon the vinegarish, al g thc
no rill of blood ever strays, '
The lips of one’s swect heart are a volnme of poetry Srmle
fiing aray like the flush of morning upon_theni, and thoy or
glonous in their bnghmess, They are an oracle. and l’rom lhqm
comes the voice of desuoy, They area, slmno, and o.rouud lhe
the brenth of inspiration ever ]mgers. o

‘44 PR

N
8.
. \-. AN

SHARSPEARE.~—=If Shakspeare were stnpped of ull tbe bomb t““‘ |
in his passions, and dressed in the most vulgar’ wordsf, weeshould
find the beauties of his thoughts remaining ; if his embro:dene« wé}'&i v
burnt down, there wéuld-still be silverat the bottom”of "tlié"nxelh ;’4
pot’: butIfear, (atléastlet me fear' it for myaelf“ ihnt*v}'e'ﬁ?ho are A

hrssoundmg 1vora§,+have nothmg of hls though but:a & 6 Tt
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Aary. standard of -Ghristians, to encourage them to fight as ‘soldiers

more in the gleaming kindness of an eye from which ‘the concen-J

side there ie not so much o g
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