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:' Grace be with nllthem that love our Lord Jesus Christ in sineerity.”—Eph. vi., 21,
* Earnestly contend for the Faith which was onse dellversd unto the saints,"—Jude 3.
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“ Therefore, now saith the Lorp, turn ye even
to ME with all your heart, and with fasting and
with weeping and with mourning : And rend your
hearts and not your garments, and turn unto the
Lorv your Gon.”

THE CALL OF LENT.

BY MARY THOMAS CARSTENSEN,

To prayer! to prayer |
From temple wall,
O'er hill and dale,
Loud rings the call
To prayer!

To prayer! to prayor!
The trumpet note
Now sounds afresh,
Afar to float,
To prayer !

To prayer! to prayer!
Lord, in Thy woe
In wilderness
Thou kneelest low
In prayer.

To prayer! to {:myerl
Oh | let me be
With Thee, dear Lord,
On bended kneo
In prayer!

To prayer! to prayer !
earken the call
To fast and pray,
And humbly fall
In prayer.

To prayer! to prayor |
'II:) Him Who dies

That thus with Him.
We too may rise
To Prayer !

To prayer | to prayer !
Before the Cross
On Which he saved
Our souls from loss,
To prayer !
Brooklyn, Ash Wednesday, 1890,

“QUR CRYING SIN.”

BY MARCELLA V, HARDENBERA.
It comes the solemn Lenten time
When from the world apart, )
We Christians should review our life
And try our inmost heart,

Before Jehovah'’s searching sight
All guilty we must be, .
But yet I think our crying sin

Is lack of charity.

Proud Pharisees, we thank the Lord,
Are not as others seem;

Our glass can magnify the “ mote,”
But quite o’erlook the ‘¢ beam.”

7
Is our own garb so undefiled,

Our heart so white within,
That we may draw our robes aside
And spurn the child of sin ?

Can we stund up with spotless hands,
Pass sentonce on another,

Unpitying lift the murderous stone
And slay an erring brother ?

If Christ such mercy showed to us
As wo to others show,

How swift would be our punishment,
How sure would be our woe !

Now in the holy LENTEN time
Toach us our guilt to see;
Oh! send, most needed of all gifts,
The grace of charity.
— Brooklyn, 1879.

A LENTEN PASTORAL,

[The following Pastoral addressed sovers)
Years ago by the Rt. Rov. I, D. Huntington,
D.D,, to the clergy and poople of the Diocese of
Contral New York, contains o much of admir-
able and helpful instruction and suggestion that
wo give it in full to our roaders on this first day
of Lent, 1894.—En.]

My Dear Friexps : To many of you the re-
turn of our uppointed yearly season of special
devotion will be welcome, These will gladly
find in it a help in breaking away from a too
absorbing pursuit of the less noble pleasures
and less lasting possessions of the present lifo;
a support to their better resolutions ; a defence
againgt the eager tyranny of business and so-
ciety ; a graciously provided means of ascont to
a highor plane of thought and action ; and they
will thankfully avail themselves of its multiplied
ministrations, Others will enter upon it, no
doubt, with that frivolous indifference which is
the habitual attitude of their minds toward the

reat roalities of both this world and the next,

orhaps seme will be impatient at its sober in-
terruption of indulgences which are not the less
forbiddon hecauso they are fuscinating, or the
less destructive because they are pepular. None
of you will think it strange if I use the
privilege of my office—and I hope none of you
will regard it 88 a mere piece of official prero-
gative—to put you in mind of a few duties
which all of us alike too easily forget. You
know that I do it with love in my heart for
you all,

Remember that, so far as Lent is disesteomed,
what brings it into discredit is not its purpose,
which is tﬁe increase of love to God and man,
or its original credentials, which are Scriptural,
or its true spirit, which is that of unselfishness
and modesty, or its services, which are rover-
ent, orderly, and after s divine pattern. What
exposes it to the only contempt it has any cause
to fear is insincerity or inconsistency in us who
profess to keop it, or acknowledge that wo
ought to keep it. There may be those who,
from a jealous prejudice, an uneasy conseience,
or a hidden hatred of the law of our Lord, sneer
at our forty days of watching and prayor and
fasting, just as they wonld, i%they dared, sneer

at His, That will not hurt us in the least,
Shallow piety, religious affectation, bad tempor,
uncharitablo tongues, & term of outward solem-
nity set in botween iong strotchos of worldli-
ness, meanness, greediness and vanity—thoso
will hurt us, and they ought to hurt us, Thoy
will disgraco us at any timo of the year, in
church or out. They only do greater damage
here than elsewhere bocause they arein direct
contradietion against the doelared object of tho
observanco. Keep it heartily, thoroughly, aid
while God blosses it men will honor it,

The whole doctrinal and ecelosinstical system
of the Church tends to practical and visible re-
sults, Itis not an end to itself. It onds in the
£1'oduction of character. That is the end of

ont. Characler is not produced. without a
sharp senso of the distinction botween right and
wrong, obedience and disobedience to the Su-
premo Law, holinoss and sin. Tho primary idoa
of o Lienton fust is to sharpon this distinetion.
Through his repentance and voluntary self-pri-
vation it not only brings out vividly to man the
fact of his own budpenss, but it sots him, as by a
moral wrench, onto tho side of the Almighty,
and gives him a firm vantage-ground in the
strugglo. What ho gives up thrusts upon him
a puinful but wholesome conviction that he has
recoived more than he deserves, und so puts him
upon amending his ways by renewing his heart,
Dissatisfaction, shamo, gmtitudo, aspiration,
hope, work together. Undor a humiliating
yoko he passes into the counscious freedom of
one of the sons of God,

Our Church does not weigh out your food, or
sort the colors of your dress. She calls you to
“u reasonable servico,” What is that? St
Paul says it i8 to present your bodies as well as
your souls “a living sucrifice, holy and accopt-
able unto God,” for you are consccrated in
buptism and made membors in Christ, You ent
more than you need, or drink what you onght
not, Try forty days of strict temperance, and
seo how it shows you a better way. If you
turn what you take from your own appotite, in
eating or apparel, into more liberal offerings
for charities and missions, you will be doubly
blessed.

You make an idolatry of your business. God
bids you be diligent and not alothful in it ; but
He forbids you to be unscrupulous, deceitful,
excensive, selfish in it, Draw u little off from
it, and look at it in the light of His everlasting
will,

Society is not a sin; butit is full of tompta-
tions to sin. Leave it a while, and prove your-
solf whother your lips do not need to be purged
of its lies, slanders, and poisons, You aro en-
tangled in some dangerous alliance, Hero s a
sharp and heavy wedge coming down st Ash
Wednesday to cut it asunder, and lesve your
manbood or womanhood upright and clean,

Doubts bowilder or depress you, Draw nigh,
till the day of tho mighty fact and glorious
feast of the Resurrection, to the sourco of all
truth and peace, and sce if disbelief does not
yield to assurance, and if tho distressing prob-
lems of suffering and inequaliLy are not cleared
up by light from heyond the world,

If you expect any solid fruit from this ob-
servance, you will have to make some method
as to your solf-denials, your religious reading,



