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SPECIAL NOTICE.
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PROMPT LY ?

CALENDAR FOR JANUARY.

Jawvany 1st—The Circumeision of Chirst.

«  3rd—~Second Sunday after Christmas.

6th—The Epiphany.

10th—First Sunday after the Epiphany
17th—Second Sunday after Epiphany.
24th—Third Sunday after Epiphany.
26th—The Conversion of St. Paul.
31st—Fourth Sunday aftor Epiphany.
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CONVENTIONALITY.

“Tho greatest obstacle,” says Nathaniel
Hawthorno, “ to being heroic is to doubt whe-
thor one may not be going to prove one's self a
fool ; the truest heroism is to resist the doubt,
and the profoundest wisdom to know when it
ought to bo resisted, and when to be obeyed.”
This witnoss js true. The world may be
roughly divided into three classes. First, and
this is by far the largest class, those who are
constantly restrained from action by the fear
of making fools of thomsolves. Secondly,
those who ignoro this fear, and usually malke
fools of themselves in consequence. Thirdly,
those who know what they are about and do
what they have to do regardless of opinion—
content to be accounted fools if need be, up-
hold by tho conviction that they will even-
tuatly Do justified.

What is it to make a fool of one's self?
Whence originales the fear which is mani-
fostly so potent ? The two guestions are not
identical, though it is a cormmon ervor to con-
fuse them. To make a fool of one’s self is to
act as, presumably, a fool would act—to shut
one’s eyes to plain facts and commit one's self
to some course which is demonstratively un-
wise. A man so acting is a fool, and his
action does but domonstrate his folly; any
fear which will restrain him is & wholesome
fosr, and wise men will not seek to lessen it.
But the fenr of making a fool of one's self is
not usually much folt by fools; it cows the
timid rather than the foolish, and checks wise
actions more often than unwise ones. The
timid—and their name is legion—are less
afraid of being fools than of being thought
fools by their fellows. Their fear, no doubt,
is a foolish foar, but it has in it an element of
wisdom. They count others wiser than them-
selves and 'attach more value to their opinion,
or to their opinion as they recognize it, than

#To overcome the world,”

they dare attach. to their own opun_qn i it
seems to be oﬁ(posed to that of others,

- This tyranny of opinion is the main strength

of -that social tyrauny which we call. conven-

tionality. Man is largely a gregarious ani-|

mal, but & gregarious animal with a powerful
lmagmut:on He wants to act in such a man-
ner that others will approve his actions; but
he credits others with a wisdom which they,

as a'rule, do not possess, and pictures them as

expecting from bim 2 course of conduct which,
as often as not, they have never thought of'
People do, not what they ought to do, but
what they think other people think they ought
to do. The thought of what other people
think hampers them and practically enslaves
them. They shrink from attempting to pass
this barrier; for them the fools’ land lies be-
yond: and hence they degrade into mere re-
spectable nonentities—fenring to be thought
fools, they become fools,

Conventionality is not in-itself a bad thing.
It is the necessary outcome of that give-and-
take principle which ensures the well-being of
society. If we were always to act without
congidering others, we should soon need to be
suppressed as nuisances. Social customs, even
when seemingly most frivolous, are often in
the long run beneficial. An ill-made road is
hetter than noroad at all, and social customs
are, in the main, tracks marked out by the

footsteps of our predecessors along which we

can wallkk more easily than we could if no
track were visible, At the same time it must
never be forgotten that customs and usages are
made for man, not man for customs and
usages. Moreover, every custom must have
been initiated by some one who first struck out
& new track; what to us may seem an untried
novelty may come to be customary in course
of time. Man is more than a unit of society ;
he has an 1ndividuality of his own; ifhe lets
gociety rule his actions, he abjures his free-
dom, and society iteelf suffers. What kind of
tree would that be in which convention
thwarted all attempts at branching? Bach
new branch, each new twig, is8 & deviation
from provious custom, yet a tree without twigs
and branches would be a barren stock—a mere
bare pole. Happily for the beauty of the
landscape, trees are not restrained from foliage
through the branches foaring that they will
make fools of themselves, It is the timid
branches -of the human tree—the great tree
Ygdrasil, a8 our fathers called it—which too
ofton are but withered stems through that fear
of which their prototype knows nothing,

The trze and perfect human life is exempli-
fied for us by our Lord. He respected reason-
ab]o conventions, and even others if not mani-
festly unressonmable, but He refused to be
fettered by convention. He acted independ-
ently when the need arose. It was in direct
defiance of conventioual opinion that He ate
and drank with publicans and sinners—yot
He treated with all due respect even the
sceribes “who sat in Moses' seat,” and never
needlessly affronted any one by .making light
of customs which :were generally received.
in His sense of the
word, is not to make war upon society, but to
refuse to . be enslaved by it. The secrot of
the victory, He says, is Faith—that trust in

God and 1eahzat10n of ‘the’ nnseen world

.| whieh wﬂl teach : any one when conform,lty is

harmless, and, enable us 10 resist them, when
there is the need of opposmon

 Clearly for any Christisn man the ruling
thought ought to be, not “Will the world
think me foolish 2" but ¢ Does God ‘wish me
to do this or that?” If sny actlon after doo
thought appears to be unmistakeably the right
action, that action we ave bound to do, whe-

‘ther our fellows “condemn it or appiove it,
Often enongh wo shall find on trial that the

expected dwapp:oval was, in the main, ima-
ginary. - But, whether it.be imaginary or no,
that is not the point which' ought to welgh
with us. © Q,mt you like men,” says-St. Paul.
“ Be strong.” ' Men ca.nnot‘. subxmt to be mere
conventional automats; they must think for
themselves, act for themselves, ' act as becomes
an enlightened judgment. They will remem-
ber that One is their Master, and that One God,
and not society, They will resist all kinds of
social tyranny in the fulfilment of that service
which is perfect freedom.

BOYS AND GIRLS.

The world in general respects facts. “ Facts
are stubbfrn things," we say: and we no more
think of fighting a recognized fact than of
running our heads against stone walls{ Bat
outside the territory of recognized facts thero
are » multitude of which we often fail to take
note, and we gain many needless head-aches
and heart-aches through rashly or carelessly
ignoring them. If facts are facts, so slso are
the relations which exist between them; and
these facts, 28 we may call them, of the second
order, are quite ag stubborn as any others, But
relations are such seemingly intangible exist-
ences that we aro apt to credit' them with an
imaginary elasticity. We think that, though
the related facts themselves are firm, their re-
lations will yield to suit our purposes. When
we find that they do not yield, we blame any .
thing rather than our own shortsightedness;
none the less, so doing, we condemn ourselves,
and must find, at last, the facts too strong for us.

Boys and girls are tangible realities enough.
We all recognize their existence and try to
make the best of it. That * boys will be boys”
is an accepted axiom far too indisputable to be
called in question, and that girls are and will be
girls is only less enforced becsuse girls, as a
rule, are more retiring. What, however, we
most often fail to realize is that boys and girls
will be boys and girls, that in their relations
with one another their instinets will be equaliy
irrepressible. There are many organizations
for the benefit of the boys which do a very use-
ful work, which no one for a moment would
wish to undervalue. There are also organiza-
tions, not so numerouns, but in their way of
oqual value, which cater for the necessities and
amusements of the girls, and are more or less
successful in attaining their object. But so far
few have had the courage to work for boys and
girls in common. Each sex seems to have its
own friends, but the sexes as related to each
other are unprovided for.

Now, above a certain social stratum, this
divided interest does not much matter. When
boys and gnls meet freely in socicty, there may
not be much need for makmg further provision



