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" Tho greatest obstacle," says Nathaniel
Hawthorne, " to being heroic is to doubt whe-
ther one nay net be going to prove one's self a
fool; the truest heroism is to resist the doubt,
and the profoundest wisdom to know when it
ought to be resisted, and when to b obeyed."
This witnoss is true. Tho world may be
roughly divided into thrce classes. First, and
this is by far the largest clase, those who are
constantly restrained from action by the fear
of making fools of themselves. Secondly,
thoso vho ignore this fear, and usually make
fools of thomselves in consequence. Thirdly,
those who know what they are about and do
what they have to do regardless of opinion-
content to be accounted fools if need be, up-
held by the conviction that they will even-
tually be justified.

That is it to maike a fool of one's self?
Whence originates the fear which is mani-
festly so potent ? The tw-o questions are not
identical, though it is a common error te con-
fuse them. To mako a fool of ono's self is to
act as, presumably, a fool would act-to shut
ono's eyes to plain facts and commit one's self
to some course which i demonstratively un-
wise. A man so acting is a fool, and his
action doos but demonstrate his folly; any
fear which will restrain him is a wholesome
foar, and Wise men will not sok tO lessen it.
But the foar of making a fool of one's self is
not usually much folt by fools; it cows the
timid rather than the foolish, and checks wise
actions more often than unwise onas. The
timid-and thoir name is legion-are les
afraid of boing fools than of being thought
fools by thair fellows. Their fear, no doubt,
le a foolish foar, but it bas in it an element of
wisdom. They count others riser than them-
selves and'attach more value to their opinion,
or to their opinion as they recognize it, than

can walk more easily than we could if no
track wre visible. At the same time it muet
nover be forgotten that customs and usages are
made for man, not man for customs and
usages. Moreover, every custom muet have
been initiated by some one who first struck out
a new track; what to us may seem an untried
novelty may come to be customary in course
of time. Man is more than a unit of society;
ho bas an individuality of hie own; if ho lots
society rule his actions, he abjures bis free-
dom, and society itself suffers. What kind of
tree would that be in which convention
thwarted all attempts at branching ? Each
new branch, each new twig, is a deviation
from provious custom, yet a trce without twigs
and branches would be a barren stock-a more
bare pole. Happily for the beauty of the
landscape, trees are not restrained from foliage
through the branches fearing that they will
make fools of themselves. It is the timid
branches of the human trce-the great trc
Ygdrasil, as our fathers called it-which too
oftan are but witherod stems through that fear
of which their prototype knows nothing.

The true and perfect human life is exempli-
fied for us by our Lord. le respected reason-
abe conventions, and even others if not mani-
festly unreasonable, but le refused to b
fettered by convention. He acted independ-
ently when the need arose. It was in direct
defiance of conventional opinion that He ate
and drank with publicans and sinners,-yet
He troated with all due respect even the
scribes "who sat in Moses' seat." and never
needlessly affronted any one by .making light
of customs which were generally received.
"To overcome the world," in His sense of the
word, isnot to make war upon society, but to
refuse to be enslaved by it. The secret of
the victory, He says, is Faith-that trust in
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God and relhization of tlien een world,
which will teach 'mny one wbet confoïnty is
harmless, and enable us to resist them whon
thore is the need of opposition.

Clearly for any Christian man the ruling
thought ought ta be, not "Will the world
think me foolish ?" but "Doe God wish me
to do this or that?" Ifl any action after due
thought appears to be unmietakleably the right
action, that action we are bound to do, whe-
ther our fellowd condemn it or approve it.
Often enough we shall find on trial that the
expected disapproval was, in the main, ina-
ginary. But, whether it.be imaginary or no,
that is not the point which' ought to weigh
with us. " Quit you like men," says St. Paul.
"Be strong.' Men cannot subnit to be mere
conventional automata; they muet think for
themselves, act for themseolves, act as becomes
an enlightened judgment. They will remem-
ber that One is their Master, and that One God,
and not society. They will resist all kinds of
social tyranny Ln the fulfilment of that service
which is perfect freedom.

BOYS AND GIRLS.

The world in general respects facts. "lFacts
are stubbdrn things," we say; and we no more
think of fighting a recognized fact than of
running our beads againet stone walls 1 But
outside the territory of recognized facts thore
are a multitude of which we often fail to tako
note, and we gain many needless head-aches
and heart-aches through rashly or carelessly
ignoring them. If facta are fact, so also arc
the relations which exist between thom; and
these fact, as we may cal theni, of the second
order, are quite as stubborn as any others. But
relations are such seemingly intangible exist-
ences that we ara apt to credit them with an
imaginary elasticity. We think that, though
the related facts themselves are firm, their re-
lations will yield to suit our purposes. When
We find that they do nat yield, we blame any -
thing rather than our own shorteightedness;
none the less, so doing, we condemn ourselves,
and muet fnd, at last, the facts too strong for us.

Boys and girls are tangible roalities enough.
We all recognize their existence and try to
make the beat of it. That " boys will be boys"
is an accepted axiom far too indisputable to bo
called in question, and that girls are and will bo
girls is only less enforced because girls, as a
rule, are more retiring. What, however, we
most often fail to realize is that boys and girls
will be boys and girls, that in their relations
with one another their instincts will be equally
irrepressible. Thei-e are many organizations
for the benefit of the boys which do a very use-
ful work, which no one for a moment would
wish to uniervalue. There are also organiza-
tions, not se numerous, but in their way of
equal value, which ester for the necessities and
amusements of the girls, and are more or less
successful in attaining thoir object. But so far
few have had the courage to work for boys and
girls in common. Each sex seems to have its
own friends, but the sexes as related to each
other are unprovided for.

Now, above a. certain social stratum, this
divided interest does not much matter. When
boys and girls meet freel in society, there may
not be much need for maling further provision


