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ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES.

A GRACEFUL AND FirTinG TriBuTr.—Preaching
on a recent Sunday at Westninster Abbey, Canon
Furse, speaking of Archbishop Trench and the
Bishop of Lincoln, said :—

“England renders due homage to their worth
of character, Bishop Wordsworth has given his
scholarship and versatitity of multifarious know-
ledge to extend the sympathies of the Church of
England to foreign Churches and foreign peoples,

and to win them to sisterly union by speaking to
them the gospel of truth and love in a fanguage
they understood. Armed with the panoply of
Anglican orthodoxy, and secured by a peaceful
temperament, as it seemed to those who watched
him, from the interior stings of doeubt, he knew less
of men’s difficultics and may have been less patient
of men’s temptations to unbelief.  And now that he
lays down lus staff, the highest intelligence of the
English press declares him to be the most saintly
Bishop on the bench.

“ Archbishop Trench had acute sympathy with
all manner of doubts and varieties of intellectual
temperament outside our island branch of the
Catholic Chureh of Christ.  No sceptic, I under-
take to say, ever approached him withoul confi-
dence in his intellectual candor, and the honesty
and simplicity of his manly character. Here in
this place I might e forgiven for dwelling on the
fervent zeal of these two illustrious members of our
Collegiate body in making Westminster Abbey
what it was crcated to be, in breathing into the
material framework of its beautiful body the living
spirit of vital Christianity, and making it the centre
of spiritual life and animated devotion to the whole
western churches of London.

 But this 1s not my purpose. I stand here, and
ask you, men and women, s not the testimony of
the life and character of thesc living prelates whom
I have named, distinctly this, that they, with all
their characteristic differences, loved the truth?
Obnce—I am taking Jiberties with a name I have
revered through all my manhood—might have
been a sceptic had he consulted only his natural
wisdom and unsanctified prudence ; but he loved
the truth. Jesus revealed unto him the Father,
and the I"ather revealed unto him the Son, Jesus
Christ, and he with childlike, pure, and lowly
faith worshipred his God Incamate in the Person
of the Holy Child Jesus. The other might have
been a man of letters, a scholar, and a controver-
sialist, but he and his brother, who worshipped
together in this dear Abbey, and in this pulpit, bore
witness to the truth of the Incarnation, and Atone-
ment, and Resurrection of Jesus, were alike in this,
that they loved the truth; and for this love they
had for it, God, Who hideth His truth from the
wize and prudent, revealed itunto these men of
childlike hearts.”

THE Deanery or GLOUCESTER.—The Queen
has appointed the Rev, E. H. Bickersteth, vicar of
Christ Church, Hampstead, a son of the famous
Rev. E. Bickersteth, rector of Watton, to the dean-
ery of Gloucester, vacant by the death of Dr. Law,
He is the author of a number of devotional works,
but is chiefly known as a liberal Evangelical who
has acted at Church Congressessin conferences,
and practical Church action with clergy of other

schools of opinion. He has conducted severai
“ quict days ” at the Ember season and at other
times, and done much to impruve the heartiness
and frequency of Church service.  The Bishop of
Loudon only a few weeks ago appointed him teact
with Canon Furse i making arrrangements for
permanent rescue work in East London. The new
Dean is well known in Canada, which he visited
some years ago.

TuE Bisnopr oF LicHFIELD anND HIS CLERGY.—
The Bishop of Lichfield, in & New Year's pastoral
to his Clergy, makes the following remarks on
enthusiasm :—-

“ What we all sorely need is more enthusiasm in
the things of God. This cannot be said as yet tc

be in any special sense a characteristic of the
Church of England. We have other admirable
qualities—* a sound rule of faith and a sober stand
ard of feeling in matters of personal religion’ for
our aggressive work—the work which is now forc-
ing itself upon us, and which many who foilow us
not are doing alongside with us—we want a burning
love for souls, a readiness ta be spent if by all
means one may save some, a self-sacrificing courage
which neither fears the frowns of the world nor
sceks its praise; in short, some measure of that
divine enthusiasm which filled the breast of our
Blessed Lord Himself and of His Holy Apostles.”

The Bishop then proceeds to justify his restric-
tiun on the preaching of Deacons as carrying out
the very words of the Ordination Service, and the
restrictton was forced on him by finding the exces
sive amount of preaching which had been required
of Deacons, Dr. Maclagan adds that in every
case the Deacons have expressed themselves most
grateful for the remarks he and his chaplains have
made on the matter and style of their sermous, de-
fective treatment of texts, and inaccurate state-
ments of doctrine.

TiMerLy Worps.—Rev. Dr. Morgan, the rector
of St. Thomas’ Church, New Yotk City, in a pas-
toral Jetter just sent to his people, has these well-
put and timely words on coming late to church :—

“The solemnity of the place is {requently violat-
ed by unscemly crowding near the doors by such

as do not intend to remain ; and, aside from these
gross impropricties, even among such as would
shrink from putting dishonor upon God's house, a
lightness of mauner is sometimes to be noticed,
whispering, and cven conversation, somewhat sup-
pressed, but audible. These do not canstitwe the
habits to which 1 refer; they are practices and
offences which do not, as a rule, characterise the
sanctuary. The devout worshipper should be
punctual in his altendance, n order that he may
enter upon those holy engagements composedly,
without disturbance to others, and in time to kift
up a silent prayer for the divine blessing. Who-
ever enlers lafe, enlers with an imperfel prepara.
tion upon a broken and imperfed servie.  Resist,
I entreat you, all inclination to sluggishness and
sell-indulgence, and so long as health and strength
pernit you to enter the holy place at all, I pray
you enter it punctually, and with a devout and
ready mind.

Tur BIBLE AND THE ScuooL.—Last week the

Dean of Ripon distributed the prizes at the Cathe-

dral Sunday Schools, and said that in going about
the Diocese of Yerkshire he had been struck with
the early date of some of the Sunday Schools,
many of which dated back 100 years. Day schools
were a later institution, dating back only to 1807
or 1808, but their progress had been very rapid.
The class of books now used was very different to
the primers and reading books of the early part of
the century, and he could only speak with thank-
fulness for what had been accomplished. He
hoped there would continue to be steady progress,
and that the benefit resulting from religious edu-
cation would be handed on to future genetations,
Let it not Le said that they of the nineteenth cen-
tury thought they could teach astronomy aud ma-
thematics without religion, and that they turned
the Bible out of the school, from which period
there was a gencral demoralisation of society.
Gad forbid that this generation should hand down
@ mutilaled, an irrveligious, and secular education,
Let them rise up and be faithful to what they pro-
fessed ; let them be faithful to that God who had
made England what it is, and hand on the blessed
inheritance of religious truth,

Divistons oF CHRISTENDOM.—A writer in the
Sotthern Churciunan, referring 10 EDITORIALS on
this subject, says;—

Let me express the hope that you will recur to
the subject from time to time and keep it before
the mind of the Church.

For my part, I verily believe it is the burning
question of the time for the Churcly's consideration,
and she ought to censider it, and continue to consi-
der it tijll some practical solution be found. Strange
to say, there are not wanting even in this day some
to maintain that the numberless divisions which
exist amongst Christians were divinely ordained,
and that the growth and progress of Christianity is
quickened and lelped on by them. Bat so far
from this being so, it is capable of demonstration
that there is nothing which so much impedes and
blocks the way before the advancing Christian hosts
as these unhappy divisions in their own ranks.
“I'hey not only hinder and retard the uphuilding of
the Christian Church at home and in nominally
Christian countries, but they balk and paralyse in
a great degree movements made towards the
Christianization of heathen lands.

The evil of division is pot felt to the same de-
gree in cities and large towns as in villages and
country places. In a city there is population
enough for each separate denomination 10 have its
own congregations and constiwencies, and there
is not necessarily any great waste of means or of
labor involved, because each does its work in its
own peculiar field. Go to almost any village in
our land and you will likely find two or three little
starving Churches.  One minister they could sup-
port well, but not three or four. What a fearful
waste of men and means do these divisions entail?
And that, too, when there is such crying need for
means to prosecutie the work of Christ in new ficlds
and, as it were, on virgin soil, and when suflicient
men can scarcely be bad to mzn the posts in
heathen lands which have been occupied in the
name of Christ. It is appalling to contemplale
the evil in (his aspect of it. The thought of the
waste of substance and of lives consecrated to God
in the sacred mintstry is enough to make us pause
and set us thinking upon some plan to remedy it.



