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Z9e Epurey.

because I feel it so exactly in accordance with the will of God.
I have found it to be a gocd state for my own soul, when I have
known whatit is to loathe and abhor myself. I was once
brought very low before God, when mine eyes were first opened
to sec my real state. A passage which I found in a book was
the means of giving me deliverance from my bondage : I read
that the lsraelites believed that their iniquitics were forgiven
and taken away, by being placed upon the head of the victim
that was sacrificed according to the ceremonial law. I thought
of this, compared their state with my own, saw that Christ was
sacrificed for me, took him as my Saviour, and was determined
that the burden should not remain upon my conscience another
hour: and I am confident it did not remain another hour, ao, not
arother minute. I cannot help trusting that I shall see a kind
of revival amongst us befure I am taken away. I have been
prevented from going to London to attend the Jews’ society by
indisposition,.  Who knows whether good may not come even
of this? Who can tell but what God may have so ordered it
that something [ have said this evening may fix in some of your
hearts, to bring forth fruit 10 his glory? For this I would wil-
lingly be Jaid up with ten gonts, yea, suffer death itself. 1 do
belicve the Lord will shew me that he has kept me here on this
oceasion for the accomplishment of his own blessed purposes.—
“ His way is in the sen, and his path in the great waters, and
his footsteps are not known.’ "

A CANDID EXAMINATIO‘I OF THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH;
IN TwWO LBT'I?B"S TO A FRIEND.
Levrer L
(Concluded from our last.) .

But I did not rest my belicf upon my view of the subject thus
far considered. Although I found Episcopacy good in itself, and
as I thought from the divine institution, agreeable to the will of
Glod, T procecded to discover, if possible, what government was
established for the Church by Christ and his apostles. The
three orders wo find existing while the Saviour was upon earth,
consisting ot himself, the twelvo apostles, and the seventy dis-
ciples, ‘Thisscems an intimation, at least, that he intended the
form of government which had prevailed among the Jews to be
continucd go far as related to the number and gradation of its of-
fices; and afier his ascension, it appears to me evidentthat the
three ordess still remained. Of the appointment of the deacons
we have a particular account, and that they preached and bap-
tized, whether ns dcacons or evangelists matters not;:for their
being deacons made them cvangelists; and we have a history of
their Leing solemnly ordained, by the laying on of the hands of
the apostles, to the office of the former and not the latter. The
term evangclist did not point out the nature of the office, but
merely significd that the person to whom it was applied was a
preacher of the Gospel. In regard to the office of Presbyfersthere
is noquestion ; and what is the testimony in proof of the supe-
rior order of Bishops ?

All the Apostles were bishops, and as such recelved their com-
mission from Christ, and under his commission they could exer-
cise cqual power, plant churcles, and ordain teachers as they
thought necessary. But it docs not follow, that because they re-
ceived but one commission and were olike authorized to perform
alt the dutics of the Apostolical or Episcopal office, that the
equality descended to all they ordained. 'We know it did not in
regurd to the Dencons, for Peter and John went down from Je-
rusalem to Samaria, to confirm the converts whom Philip had
baptized, which it seems_he had not the power to do. And there
aro very strong circumstances, which show also a difference in
rvespect of presbyters. Timothy was the Bishop of Ephesus;
and I do not see how any candid person can read St. Paul's Epis-
tles to him without being satisfied that he had the sole govern-
ment of the Church in that place as it respected the ordination
and reproof of presbyters, and many things relating to the wor-
ship and conduct of the flock. Now, had the presbyters at Ephe.
sus equal authority with Timothy 7 We read in the twentieth
chapter of the Acts, that St. Paul called together the elders or
presbyters of this Church, and addressed them ‘in the most affec-
tionate languoge for the last time.—And is it not surprising
that he dacs not say one word to them about the government of
the Church, ordaining, reproving, &c, when he never expected
to see them ngain, and ‘when, according (o the system of parity,
this was as much their duty as it was that of Timothy 7 He
tells them to ** feed the flock of God,” but to Timothy he points
out the qualifications of those whom he was to ordain, and directs

him to ** lay hands suddenly on no man,” Isthere any reason-
able person that can say Timothy was not superior to these
presbyters 1 and if so, to'what erder did he belong if it were not
to that of Bishops? The directions given to him are such as
are followed by the bishops of the Episcopal Church at the pre-
sent day; nor do they, as far as F am acquainted, exceed the du-
ties which he was commanded to perform; and so strong is the
evidenco from this particular, that it was said by a celebrated
divine, “ that he thut could not find a bishop in Ephesus would
be puzzled to find one in England.”

Aund the case of Titus is, in my mind, no less demonstrative
. than that of Timothy. Ele wassent to Crete, where St. Paul
had previously established the Gospel; and what was his busi.
ness? * To ordain clders in every city.” 'Was this the office
of a bishop, or of a congregational minister? It appeared to me
the former, and I thonght also, that as St, Paul was in great
need of the nssistance of Titus with him at that lime, it was
sirange he did not direct him to return after having ordained two
or three presbyters, enough to constitute a council, and leave
them to ordain the rest, if they had the power; instead of which
he himself was 1o go through the whole hundred cities of Crete.
It seemed, also, probable that if St. Paul hed been there before,
and converted the island to Christianity, he had left some pres.
byters ; and if such wore the case, why did he send Titus for
the express purpose of ordainipg elders in overy city 1

A further testimony from Secripture, in support of Episcopacy,
1 thought I percenved in the direction to the angels of the seven
churches of Asia, in the Revelation, These angels I suppose
were Bishops, who had the jurisdiction over all the chuiches in

the cities ‘where they resp_eeti'vely dwelt. These were large pla-
ces, containing many thousand christians. In the church at
Ephesus were probably many societies, and consequently acon-|

siderable number of presbyters. ~ Still, one person is addressed as

the angel or bishop of the church at Ephesus, and so at Smyrna,
Thyatira, and the rest. Bat if there were no distinct order ‘of
bishops superior 10 that of presbyters, all the latter were angels,
and had equal power to veform abuses and confirm piety. The
church collectively, as including all the different societies in a
city, is called a candlestick; to which one star is attached. To
me this intimates, at least, diocesan Episcopacy, and seems in
perfect agreement with the instances to Whlch I have before al-
luded.

Now what is there to counteract all this Scripture evidence,
and to establish congregational independence or parity 3 It is
said that the words Bishop and Presbyter are indiscriminately
applicd to the some persons, and that Timothy was ordained
with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery, but what does
all this prove? In regard to the first, it is not the name but the
thing for which the church contends. The word bishop, I am
told, literally signifies an overseer, and may as well be applied
t0a presbyter as a bishop. The present bishop of New York is
the overseer of his diocese as extending through the state, and
the Rector of St. Stephen’s or Christ’s Church, is the overseer
of his particular flock. But because one term is applied to both,
does it therefore follow that thcy are equal in office? The pres-
bytere of Ephesus were all bishops or overseers of single socie-
ties, but had they, therefore, the same power with Timnthy, who
had iho oversight of them nll'l It is from ‘the duties attached to
the office, and not from ihe name,'that we are to argue the su-
periority, and of those I think there are sufficient scriptural ex-
amples to set aside the doctrine of ministerial parity.

In regard to ‘Timothy's bemg ordained wilA the laying on of
the hands of the presbytery, it is undoubtedly true. But St. Paul
tells him that he was also ordained by the laying on of his hands:
And so every presbyter in the Episcopal Church is ordained by
the bishop witk the assistance of his presbyters. This is, there.
fore,  circumstance in favour of Episcopacy rather than against
it. St. Paul himself, as bishop, ordained Timothy, but there
were elders or presbyters present, assisting him in the work, and
these, for aught we know,‘ may have been bishops or aposiles, .

From the testimony of Scripture, which is to me as clear as
the light of day, I preceeded .tothe history of the Church, and
here I discovered such confirmation, as I should hardly think
scepticiswn itself would deny. All the ancient writers speak of
Episcopacy as the universal government of the Church, and bat
one solitary instance of dissent is mentioned previousto the fourth
century. Particular persons are also styled bishops, not of single
societies, but of cities comprehending many churches, and thus
forming dioceses, as the bishop of Jerusalem, of Antxoch of
Alexandria, &c. An author, who wrote in the beginning of the
fourth century, gives a history of the church down to his own
times, and names all the bishops, in succession, of four prmcnpal
cities. And it is an indisputable fact, which even the greatest
opponents of Episcopacy edmlt, that in' two hundred and fifty
years from the time of Christ the whole Christian world was
Episcopal, and so continued until the sixteenth century, And
did Christ and his apostles cstablish Congregationalism or Pres-
byterianism which was so idefficient that no vestige of it was to
be discovered after the short:  Space of two hundred and fifty
years? Jf this were the caset it is wonderful, it is miraculous
that a universal change should have been so soon effected, and
this too without opposition or notice. 1find in ecclesmsttca] his-
tory an account of all the sects and heresies from Cerinthus down
to Calvin, but I see no relation of achange from the original
government of the Church to Episcopacy. And yet in the be-
ginning of the third century it was Episcopal in every country, | ¢
and in every Society, throughout Europe, Asia and Africa; Can ¢
it therefore be, that any revolution actually took place ? ls‘itpos-
sible that a few ombitious men should rise up against the great
body of Presbyters and take from them their rights, without
meeting with resistance, their' power of ordaining and governing
the church? and not only this but assert, also, that they had al-
ways had this supremacy in one order from the foundation of the
system? -And who were these assuming men who aspired to
the office of bishop, contrary to the word of God, and the institu.
tion of Christ and: his Apostles‘l ‘Their names .are not- given
us, nor the time when they lived, nor the manner in which they
accomplished their end. - It is said that the change was gradual,

But when did it begin ond where was its progress? It aimed

at the subjection of ‘all the presbyters and deacons in the world,
and it cffected it too in the short course of two hundred and fifty
years. This ceuld not be by very small degrees.—And in re-
gard to ordaining, it was an assumption of power which must
have taken place at once, and this could not have been done with-

out opposition, and if opposlllon had been made we should now’

be able to find some record of it in history. It is indeed incredi-
ble. Such as the church was at the commencement of the third
contury, in regard to the nature of its government, it was in the
beginning ; or Congregationalism was changed into Episcopacy
by as great a miracle as that which was manifest on the day of
Pentecost. But the burden of proof lies with the Congregntlonal-
ists; and if they cannot shew that they had any existence in
the Church until 1600 years after its establishment, they must be
content with the name of innovators. And if they had, let them
point out the time when and the place where. It was not in Je.
rusalem, for there James was the first bishop ; it was not in An-
tioch, for from thence Episcopacy was translated to the East In-
dies, and hag been continued in the Syrian Church, discovered
by Dr. Buchanan, ever since—It was not in Rome nor in Greece,
in Spain nor the islands of the sea, Is it not passing strange,
that we can point out the rise and progress of all other sccts and
denominations, while in regard to Episcopacy the farther we go
back, the more extensive we find it, until at last it pervades the
whole Church, anc we hear and reed of nothing’ else from the
establishment of Chmtlemly 1 Taking all these circumstances
together, the propriety of the Epucopel government, its agree-
ableness to the will of God,:its support in the apostolic age, and

its universality for 1600 years afler, can you wonder at my having

renotmced the system in which I was blindly educated, and'at.
tached mysel? to that which is so ancient, so pure, and so divine ]
Among the collateral evidences which have .confirmed .me in
the belicf of the apostolic origin of EplscOpacy, there is notlnng
which has had more weight upon my mind than the history of
the Syrian Church to which 1 have before alluded. This liule
society was discovered some years ago by Dr. Bu"hanan, the ce.
lebrated missionary, in Asia, and traced its records back to the
time of its establishment by one of the Apost!es For more than
1300 years it had held: no communication . with any forelgn
church, and yet was found -under a regular Episcopal .govein-
ment. Now, whence did it derive this if not from the original -
source 7—It couid not have been from the Greek or the Romish
Church, for it had never been connected with either until after its
discovery by the Portuguese; nor did it receive the: Eplscopecy »
from England, a country of which it was altogether i ignorant. un.

til Dr. Buchanan came amongst them. This Church has sineo .
been visited by the American missionaries, whose accounts do not
materiully differ from thosg of Dr. Buchanan,

A similar argument may be produced from the lns'ory of the
Greek and Romish Churches, which, though in many essential
points opposed to each other, have nevertheless always - mam-': .'
tained Episcopacy. That the incumbrances of Pope ‘and- Patn.
arch should have grown out of it, furnishes no greater ob}eetlon o
to it, than may be urged against Congregatronalrsm from the
circumstance that, eccordmg to the assertion of its advoeates, tlus o
gave rise to an unscriptural prelacy.

There is, also, a further consideration, which 1 must aelmow~ _
ledge has had some influence vpon my mind. And this' ils de-
rived from. the fact, that men of the greatest eminence in’ piety:
and talents, have lived and died in (he communion of the Epls- o
copal Chnrch and this too,wben habtts of edueatlon and motlves
of interest mlght have led them to espouse another cause, To
what writers is the Chrtsttan world so much indebted for learned
expusitions of doctrine and foreible persvasives to duty, -asto %
Bull, Beveridge, Hall, Tnllotson, Taylor, Seed, Secker, and | 3
teus? To whom are we indebted for that translation of the holy
Scriptures which has. so leng withstood the assaults of: mﬁdele i
and heretics, bat to' members of the Chureh of Englend'l “And .
who has not found his understandmg enhghtened and lm faith o
invigorated by the. eomposmons of the pious Mllner, tbe evare e
gelical Cooper, and tke devout Scott? I weuld net msh to'be -
understood as desirous of having one rest lus behef eolely upon :fj.-'i.'
human authonty ; but as we must, in many respeets, be depen- R
dent upon this, where shall we go with greater:- eonﬁdenee*'
than to those who have been most distinguished for the abxllty s
with which they have supported and defended the re ’latton of-
God. el
o
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To one who has occasion to observe the general rehgnous con-

vation of the effects of rellglous culture by ‘a steady and Ju
hand :~—we see it in'the improvement of the “social’’
diminution of vicious ‘and demoralizing practices, | tl:e mor
observance of the day of God, the less frequent violation of
laws of the land, a better respect for all that are in autbortt
But very dlﬂ'erent is the plcture in those spots where tho.ﬁ

f Teper
ance, and urge 10 the acceptance of the faith of Chrtst cr ified,
In such places, and under such circumstances,’ relrgwn Ry )
ite high claims and mcomparableblessmgs, becomesa. melemat
of impulse, perhaps of speculation:—some look coldly on; ol
jeer and scoff; while a*few, excited by the manner:
than the matter of the appeals which are made to them,rem,
certainly the Chrisfian professlon as it is proposed, but‘ih e
so unsettled and so’uncertain ‘that the solid - edvantnges
adoption are not to be discerned. The result-in the first ins ta
of excitement,—for neither the human facultles nor the_ '
affections can long bear thig strain and tension,—it soon smks,
not into quietude and calmness merely, but into deedness and
apathy,—only to be resuscitated by a fresh impulse, as wild' {
its workings and as brief in" its duration as the other. - So- tbnt
it is no unusual thing to find that the Methodist ‘of to-day —ace
cording to the bias of the agent of the new |mpulee—becom
a Baplist to-morrow; the Baptist, from a similar: influence,
merges by and by mto the Christ-ian; the latter, afier a time, - .-
discovers grounds for preferring the more novel creed of the Dis=
ciples; and this last is perchance abandoned in the ‘end, for. the
wild and untenable schemes of the Mormon, ‘The. last: speaker o
and the latest excitement has, as is usual, the greatest, because.
the freshest influence; and in due lteepmg with the Fotation:af .
excitement, we have ofien, in .the same individual, penodlcal w
changes in religious belief. And what is worse than all, every .,
such excitement, while it brings to many a new set of convies ..
tions, produces at the same time a corresponding share of heart- . -
burnings, envyings and dissentions ;~~contempt from those v : -
whom the charms of a new opinion have - thrown former im- ..
pressious into the shade; and mortification, jealousy, and hatred -
from others who see their once prospering work all : shetteted
into ruins by the i innovating zeal of a new. fanaticl - o

- But surely it becomes the sober portion of the Clmetran com- .
munity,—it surely becomes & government which -desirés the
best welfare of its subjects, to employ some mesns for ‘the.cor-
rection of an evil so Jamentable and so notorious ;—to cmp‘°¥ -
what would, (o a very successful extent, prove an nndoubted cor
rective of tbe evil, namely, the establishment in every wells”" -
tled spot in the country qf; clergyman, the tenure of whoso oa-

cted offica would not depend upon the capriciousnéss of bis héar:
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