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future grants of' land to be made :by his Iujesty wtthm the saxd re-
 vinces, as: ‘this' House shall thmk fit =
In’consequence’ of this miessigze): Mr. -Pitt, on the 4th of March;: |
".moved: “ For leave to*bring in‘a Bill to répeal certain parts: of the; ‘act
- of’tlig:14th of hi$ present’ Ma_]esty, intituled ¢’An ‘act'for-making mnore:
effectual’ provnslon for" tlie’ gavernment of ‘the* province of Quebec:.in’
North America.” and to mike further:-provision for the government of
the ‘said “province? -On “this dccasion” M. Pitt opened :'the- several:
‘Heads of his! plan’ with a'defail unusually fulll: Scm'cely a regulation’of’
" the st minuté kind was left’ unexplamed It 'was proposed, he-said,
- to'divide the Country jiito two provinces;:to be called Upper:and Lower:
i Canada, in“which there shiould' be separate: ]e"lslatures, each consisting
in’ fmitation 0f the Constitition of the mother country,of a ‘legislative: i
~ council;-and a- hquse of assembly, ‘which should havé: power,: wuh the-
‘consent ‘of the’ King sipnifigd- by the Governor, " to ‘ehact Jaws for- theif .
“réspectivé provinces ; all the present laws und -ordinances’ remaining in’
force, till 1epealcd or altered by the new legislatures. ’111e members of
" of the-éoincils ‘Weté (b be nominated* by. t%le king,” and:to’ continue for
hte, s’ Mdjetty bemg also authorized t6: anniex to' “eertain® honours,
correspondmg to those of our peerage, an hereditary. nuht to sit inithe.
couiicils.?-The' humber of memberS of the coungil <if} Uppcr ‘Candda; -
4788 tibt to be'less ‘than seven, gnd * in Lower Canada; noc less than: ﬁf-'
teén. Tlie members of: the' house of f assembly were to' be: clected by -
T distiots and townslnps, and to continte for scven yeats; the qualifica-’
o tionfor/votersin the’ former, being a ’freehold of forty shillings'a year,
" abd in“tlie latter, owning a house! of five pounds, ‘or occupying one-of -
. j ro b number: of membersiof tlic house of: assembly :
" in*Upper: Canadd’ was riot: to' be 1éss than sixteéh, and. in prcr Canada:
- ot less than'thirty. " The governors of ‘the. réspectivé provinces: were
to appoint the-time of meeting of - the legislative: council” and house of.
‘assemb]y, to_prorogue, and to dissolve them. There Wasto be ‘a right
of:appeal from the provincial: courts of law:to the‘governorand cxecu- -
tive Gouncil; and‘from theni tothe * puvy councxl in. kngiuhd, and ulti-
* ‘miately to’the house’of ‘Lords. *Provision was.to'be. roade Tor the main- 1
* ténance of the protestant clergy of the-established church; by:an allot- .
ment:of one-seventh of the kind. "And to’ l" cevent such discontents, as
had'océasioned the separation-of'the American states; the British parli-
ament was to have o fiower.to'impose any takes upon the inhabitanits,
except’ for tie: régulation of :trade’ and‘¢commerce, and: the Icvy and
disposal of those m\cswerc to bt. undcr the dxrecuo‘x of:the local Jurns- .
latures. 7= v
. >The‘grand- ob_\cct in dmdmu the country mto two dlstmct provmces, :
‘was,’ to "put an cud: to te’ competmon and: disputes. between the. ol
French inhabitants, who-almost entirely: resided-ia. Lower Canada,.and
: “the’niew settlers from’ England! and the * American states;- wlio-were
prmclpally fited:in' Upper Canada; and werc daily increasing.®: It was
also"hopéd; 'that. the- cstablishment ‘of - two independent’ leglslatulea
woilld tend 'to’ make -the laws definite.and: well-understood, the: uncer=
tain "md'd fective nature of which hml hltherlo operated vcry dlsadvan-
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