posite bank.’

i+ :BY MARY MAPES DOVG. -

Uirandma widme all about iy, .
Tokl me, #0 1 couldu'l doabt it, s
Haw she danced—my grandmm dancealt—

Loug ago. i

How she held her pretty hewd,

How herdainty skirt she spread,

How xhie turned her Httle toes—

Smidlng little human rose -/
Lang ago.

Graadma's haie was bright and sunny
Dimpled cheeks, tevah, how tanay ¢
Really qaite a pretty plel,

Long age.
Tews het ! why, she wanty a cap,
Grxasding does, and takes 8 nap
Every sinagle day: and yver
terandin danied the minuwet

Long agu.

Now <l sits shere, vooking, rocking,
Abways Roitting Goandpa’s stocking—
thvery girl was tanght 1o Kpir,
Long agal.
Y et ber Soum s so Beat,
At her way sostaid aod sweer,
I can almost sen ber worw
Bemsting 1o her pariner’s bow
Lomg ago.

Grandma sy war wodern jnmpiog,
Hoepping, rashing, whirdiow, buamping,
Would buve shiwked the geutis talk
Long agn,
Nu—they moved with stately graee,
Vrverything tv proper place,
ing slowly forwand, then
Rlowiy courtsexing back agaln,
Long ago,

L R3¢

Mandorm ways are guite alacming,
Grstminia says; but boys were charning~-
Giris awd bays, I inean, ot conrse—

Long agu.

Ry eedy miondesy, graadly shy—

What if ail of ua should try

Just to feel fike these who met

15 the gracefnl minaed
Lang ago!?

Witk the minuet in fashion,
Who conld gy intoa passiou i
AR wonhbl wenr the calm they wore

Long aga.

Ta time te come, o L perchance,

Nteald 1ell my grandebild of cur dance,

1 sbheuld reallp iike 10 sy,

© We did it deas, in soate such way.
Lonx age.”

—N1 NieAedas, Fanaary,

ot A B A e s

A CHAPTER OF ACCIDENTS.

CHAPTER Ho—Coxtinued)

S 1 had four or five days’ walking by wyselfl
It was semething strange this being thrown so
much o my G tety.  Here was my life,
I othoaght o mvself, and what o carth was'|
1o do with it! One humble feding I certainly
had o thee convivtion of its insignifivaney ; that
it was bo purticalar value to any oue but the
ewner, ad from his point of view it did not
much matter what leeamne of it.  These dread-
ful prasctical iquestions have a’‘trick of revarring
fike recurring decimals, Should 1 emigrate! |
thraight to myself.. Emigmtion | felt was the
uatuml entlet for voung men ; but L had had
the sujerfine olucation that unfitted me for a
kind of work of which I was guite ignoran:.
This ldea was nnweloome, and I potit awsy. 1
think it was now for the it time that the ides
was vonselonsly presented o me---suggested 1o
we, 1 inmgive, by that eonversation the other
evening at the Poiut—that I ought to look at
wy limited buman life as a whele, make it a
work of art - if possible, and try and put iuto it
semethitng like a sense of duty and aspiration
that sheuld prove a dominant theory of life
ruling all the details. The idea was x novel
ene, something altogeiber new to wy exper:
fenee, bur it semebow gave e strength and
coursge. I tarned it over amd over in iy
mivd several thmes while I was wandering about
ire those w  l-pemembersd days of old,

CHAPTER 111

Thr ** Chapter of Accidents”  was_unfolding

itself. My next adventure came and proved a
danp one. 1 had formed no - setiled plan of
travel, and was striking almost at 1andom across
fiedd arul lame as any preity progpect. seémed to
open Lefore me ; my general idea being that I
was tojot off the pluces: of interest mentioned
by Murray.. Fut certain things came to pass
it this wise, ) )

1 had besn to see the riusof an old castle
overhanging the river, a famous old castle’ that
almost enabled nie to- tealise the old Yaronial
type which it so vividly ‘reealled. - From this
castle 1 could see the promontory of the - Point
where 1 bad been on{y a few eveniigs before
with the two ladies, | The old castle would have

“lwen all the pleasanter’if they were still my
companions ; they. would *“ have madé a sun-
shine in a shady place,” A pretty child showed
me all about ;- with fearless grace she ran along

the narrow edge of wall: 1. could see the view:

ou- the right hand expanding into a. tawny
- estnary of the sea, and diminishing on the left
almost to & thread of light in the distance. The
ides came.into ‘my head that § would beat up
by the side of the ‘riveriautil 1. came: to some

neat town or village on its‘shore, or to some

bridge or ferry that ‘would take me to the op-

" "8o I went up the river shore, mile after mile,
hour after ‘hour.” The path sousetimes skirted
thebank which,

THE MINUET S ' preserved for a considernble distance the ¢char

"1 by noble timber, n'soine ; ‘
came to pass. | heard'a strange, strong, suddén

) waned, aud I owas again benightsl,

acter-of a sheer eliff,: Now,

one of those level spaces;

as’Lwas poing nlofm{

somewhat singular: incida

sound ; a_sonnd as vofr rushing  water~thuny
derous, unearthly. “The naise was behind me;’

might be. The. river” vresented a - singular
phenomenon, “There appeared to be s wall of
water, almost of a'man's stature, gliding on-
wands with the utmost velocity.” 1 at once re-
colleeted-—my ramble being -about the time of
the autumu Equinox—that .this ‘must be the
myer o bore so well-knowii on some parts of the
coast, The appearance was so-striking, and to
one previously - nndcquainted: with it even’ so
thrvatening, that [ took at auce 1o my legs, and
ran rapidly so as to gmin the next olitf.  Bat
before 1 could do so, the water had spread itself

1 aver half the meadow, and 1 was wet through te

the knees. L quickly was out of reach ; aud wateh-
ing the ouwand rushing stream I perecived that
the banks, where they did not rise to olitfy
were tlooded on éither side by the stream. The
path that skirted the river was now untenable,
and I was obliged (o get into the high road that
ran paraliel with the river, so far as at straight
line: could be pamllel with o idevious stream,

i Ou 1 went, mile after wife, hwour after honr, 1

did not know that T was on a great dueal pro.
perty, where the farm-hollings were unusually
cuornmous ; and vonsequently the country-side
had for leagues no collection of hubitants, bat
was chiefly diversited by fannhouses big and
stately as manor-houses. . The ouly guide that
L had was the broad white river, that still
glenmed white, although the Jdav had long sinee
At last 1
aw saone lights gleaming on the farther shom.
I thought that perhaps there might be a ferry

her, and I shouted and shouted in the !mq& of
atiractisg attention. At last there came Lack

an answering shout, and 1 heand in the dark:
ness the clishing of a chain, Presently | heand
voices, und was told to go 10 thesteps. 1 went
in the direction of the steps, having positisely
towade theough two fect of water, and discernsd
a wall, by which | rightly guessed the Hooded
steps were situated, which at a dry season went
down from the bank into the river. A good.
looking young fellow, smoking a cigar, was
sitting in the big ferry-loat, one so big that it
servad for the cardage of caitle and heavy
goods, worked, theough the river was browd, by
achain. When we arrived ott the other side
the beat was almest exactly under the project-
ing mbles of a big howse, whenee were gleam-
ing the lights af which [ spoke. 1 soom por-
celved that thix was o hestel ealled the Fisher-
man's Arms, into which I was very glad to get
entrance, aud prosevded, ucvording 1o the former
precedent, to obviste the bad effects of my
wetting. :The landlonl saiil that there wayg
only ove sitting-room, which was rented by two
gentlemen whe were fishing ; but by had ne
donbt they woull et mae have 4 share in their
tire and their apartment. K
When | entered, alter a conrteots thessaie, 1
found thit the: fishermen were not only. fishers,
but also—a very ditferant thing, as my own ex.
perience testified—had taken some fish. A large
appetising dish of trout wis before them ; aud
with an easy Kinedness they said 1 had better
have some with them, as there was ho more in
the house. One of the mren was the voung
fellow whao, vigar in mouth, liad come over in
the ferry-Loat apparently for the lack of some:
thing to do. 1 had never seem o pleasanter,
more conteuted fellow, suuny as the sunwanl
peach on - the wall. : : .
The elder waus a different sort of man, quict,
thonghtful, - istensely oveupied, wich an army
of books and papers wu the table hehind him
which had overflowed to the tea-tabls,  From
red tape around piles of paper 1 conjectured
that he was a harrister taking a heliday to
freshen himself up for the beginning of term.
They made their headyuartees at this flahing
inn, whenece they had explored ‘a goad - deal of
the country, and had fished, not without
suecess, in the river, having caught several
salmon with rod and line in the main river, and
lots of trout in the tributary streams. - o
I had my own little story to tell in answer
to their frank confidences. | was a strauger in
this part-of the country, had hever been hern
before, amlonly came as a sort of whim. But
1 had accidentally met a élever man in London,
Sir. Henry Westiake, who had advised me to
take this sort of pedestrian trip ; and happen:
ing to have his cenl about me, | took it opand
looked at i, S ' e
I kpow_Sir Henry,"” said - the elder of my-
companions ; ““he is a singular man, but good
and clever ; ansd once' he went ot of his way
to do we « great kindness, thongh really 1 hind
no sort of claim upon him.”" " - e o

_This little incident-broke the:ice, if indeed
their kind hospitality ‘huad “uot broken' it al:
ready. W sat up till quite late-at night chat-
ting. . I and the younger man had it-chiefly to
ourselves,  until ,tbej‘t:lﬁyr"cmmi’nééfm ‘that “wais
the  connection hetween: them-—put-aside hiy.

vigour that atoned for’his previous silenve.” 1’
too. was glad 1o find my tongue sgain. =T had
been silent and solitary. for.some days, and: had:
beenrinelined. to shatre: the opinion of that mor.’
bid-old gentleman, "who'declared that conversas
tion was the bane of society.: But now that
society wits ready-ruade to wy hand once more;

with Jevel spmeen intersperscd, .

the club ;-indeed the “talk” wax of better quality
‘ N

than [ think the clubvould have furnis

meidow-land shadowed | Wi

and 1 looked hack in amazement to see what it

pepers and” went-into the conversation with a

I enjoyed. it as much as'in"the smoking-room of

ere vj;xstl tw\é? ﬁf{hmq d@
; Tad *_n‘o,‘tlrx‘ivn{: ‘t?\ b

Zunexpee

“*The young one sl rather atedly,
“ When Ellis leavesmie on Thursday, 1 am going
on to Dorchester to'atay with my nncle,” who is.

“one of the canous.. e is nvery kind old* mau,
and will be-delighted to see you ‘at dinner on.

‘Friday: or- Saturday. -He always tells wie to
bring any friend Tlike,”? oo 0 w070
I thought Mr. Blonut was & little reckless
with his invitations, and T looked" inquiringly
at the ehler man.: 70 ; ERENEE R
- ++0), yon -had  better go,*" he’ said smilingly.
“ If.yon are looking at the county, Murray in
haud, you ought to see something of the county
people. - You will- have a- eapital opportunity
at the : canon’s. Cathedml “citivs are curions
places. : The city people keep to the city peo-
wle, “and kiow  nothing. of the vounty people.
hit, an the other hand, the cathedml people
are hand in glove with the county . people, anid
know little or nothing of the city prople,”
“ He had better come to the meeting of the
Natarals on Wednesday, --¢ that would be the

lay after the morrow'——and that will be an op-

partunity of comparing differences between city
and county people.” ; .

“Who are the Naturals 17 Vinquired. -

(), that iz our county Naturalist Society.
They have a fieldaday on Wednesiay at Breay
Castle.  Q, that is great fun, Qur favourite
Naturalist is to resd a paper vn loeal edible
snails found near Breay Castle, and origivally
jwported by the Komauns. And a celebruted
antiguary is coming dowu on purpose to diswus
the style of boat used in the time of the entier
Planiagenets.”

CA finde dey, Bsnttit 17

“ Yau're uot obliged to listen tail unless you
like. = The feeding will be betrer thay the read-
ing, Lexpect, It isguite the best day.wf the
vear. © You will see our elever heiress, Mary
Edgeworth ; and if veu  like T will intrednice
you. lam o married man mysell, and 20 1 nm
aut of the competition 3 and as for Charley, he
is nobady antil he gets into the Foreign Othice.
Then vou will see all our county society,. You
may kuow (Cambridge and Loudon as well as
you lke: but it you have net lived in the
counties you may not understand eounty so-
ciety.” ‘

1 told that after all ¢ county peaple’ are
the nicest people out.” .

“ Al our county saxciety is wally included
within very manageable limits.  The mailways
take us about everywhere, aml o the whole
thing Hes in a nutshell. We sl kuow one an.
other Ly name, and generslly by sight, We
are not altogether unlike the conditinn of things
in Attica, if you remembey your Thicksides--
the men of the hills; the nien-of the plain, aml
the men of the seaboant,  Among the hills we
bave our uoblss—the connty Jonuly boasts of
thrve-and on the pleins the towms, with bur-
grsses 1 oand as for the seaboard, by which ]
mean the coast of onr broad tidal river, why, 1
am afraid my analogy miher breaks down - here,
The Farl of Lechwere is nur lord-leutrnant—
his property stretches from the sea to the hills
—-very pleasant unassuming peaple, ad often
give me a few days’ shootisg, 1 hardly anp-
pose they will be at the Natumls; but thers
will be some Honourable or other to. represent
them. When we get way from Lond Lochmires
lands thers ame o great wany country  sguins
scattered about, and: the parwns here all belong
to squires” Faniliex,” and ars as goml as squines
themselves..  You will find that they know the
burghers, meeting them at railway ated hospital
mestings, “aml all that sort of thiug but yeu
will find that they do not dohiere very easily.
Bishop, - dean aud wanons of  course make
‘comnton. canse with the vounty peopls. UOur
merchants ane all on the Jook-vut to boy Iand
and become county prople themselves!

- B¢ it was settled that we shonld go to the
Naturals,

CHAPTER IV,

Breay Castl: pressnted o very different seene
this crowded gala day Trom the silence and soli.

“tude it presented a few. evenings ago when [ lin.

gered and meditated in its deserted conrt,
Carriage after carringe rolled. past.the old stone
lions, and one gay party aflter another passed
thmugh the old gatewny between the turrets
The Naturals mustersd in-large foroe, and with
less Aiivpmmmce of Tunacy “than might ‘e im-
agined from their nickunme. - 1t was eiiny to

‘dmw aline of distinction “between these who

wére bent o improving their minds and “those:
who meant to improve the oceasion acconding to
their own peculiar theories. . There was no nis-
taking the spectacles; thie note-easex, the ins
struments, the subdued raiment, witl the gayer
costunies of flirts and hutterflies whose 'ms‘«;mies
‘woiutld hardly extenrd beyond the geology of a
pasty-pie, 1 wos introduced to the President

of the Naturals, and | am not sure that 1" was’

not- there and:then: elected a ‘Naturnl myuclf,
As- 1 was ‘entering.‘an old " corridor whose withic

dows "looked: out on the gy barbican, whon |

‘should:1 méet but Mes, Pereival, that sweet old.

lady wha ‘was with * Mary” at:the Pojut, and:

‘in:the.crowd was ! Mary''
of Many eyes. oG g
CAfter hasty kindly greetings, e
*“Now what i the ninme of the souny ludy
who was with you the other evening v
-t Why, ‘surely: you know har name !
Mrxi " Perctval, with a smile;
‘Edgeworth."*. .

hemself, the

¥ That s M,

Facriod the

“said|

[re, Edgowmthl" excliimed in wonder-

lo'| ment, almost:in: térvor, glancing at the oxquisité’

forin in the sumptuous-colonred dress,
nint ‘ther WVha is her husband
#14 Sho 18 a widow, "™ angwered: the Indy,

A widaw " Texelalmed. - She looks as
little like “w. widow as any lady 1 have cver
seen.” " This was " with another glunee at ihe
lady's atfire: L e v

“*£8he has hal o very singular-history,"" said
M, Pevcival, ** which: goes far’ to explain one
or two things which may appear singular to
you: L have known: her all my life,” und |
sometimes have ealled her the “ehild-wife wnd
sonietinuay the maid-widow. - You could not be.
longe to this part of the country withont henring
all ahout her histary.  She was marrivd when
she was only sixteen (o an ‘officerin the CGuards,
Rhe was wild about him, » apoilt child ; and her
parcuts could not refuse her.  Teannat say that

carwl for hiwm at all mysolf, nor do I thiuk, ir
things had turned out ditferently, that he wonld
have maite her-a good husband, - She was an
only child-and an heiress, and he was seventeen
or vighteen years older than herself,—-more than
as old again, which I alweys think is oo jpreat
a disparity.. Bat, az | suid, she was wild ahout
him." 1 huve refestedly: seen ensed when quite
young girly. have -been” devotedly nttached to
wien ohl enough to be their fathers.  Now Mary
Gorst " : )

SO¥ary Gorst 1 1 exclaimed. ** Was she,
then, any relation to Mr. Gorat of \neshary ¢
Anl 1 thought of the pretty place I pasad in
guitiz from the station.

“Phe . very same ; his davghter,  his only
daughter, whose siud story was known all aver
the country some five year ago, U the very
nuaringe norning - Major Edgeworth, riding
aver to MAnesbury Chureh with his best wian,
bhad an accident with his horse,” The branch
line had just been fuished, and for the firss
tiswe, perbaps, the antmad heard the . Jlnil)
railway whistle, at least that is what we sup.
posel, Tor the horse had borne hing in safety for
vears Tefore,  He was thrown frow his horse ou

s head, but b guthered Bimself ups all righe,
aml procieded to vhurch, where the marrage
service was performed.. . The  breakfast was
passing gaily off, and be wis just rising to re.
tern thanks for himself and his bride, when he
fell taek fusensdble. It was then found out
that he mast have sustained some gerious brain
injury from the fadl, although the mishief was
som hours in showing itsell,  He never got
over that attack,  Insteasd of going on his mar-
riage tour he was carried apstairs in a lament-
able condition.  Saftening of the briin sel in,
and within «ix months affer the welding he
died. Naw 1 think ber peeuliar historv will
aceonnt for a littls that is pecolier about het.
self. She is o rich man’s only ebild, and, iu:
deed, she has w eonsiderable independent income
of her own ia righit of the marrage sottlonent,
whereon even the ik was hardly dey when all
her hopes'af happiness were dashed to the earth
by ‘this terrible slisaster. T altered Yo churae-
ter altogether atid at onee.  From a langhing
child she becsine a grave carmest woman,  Her
fathier s soaged and niffog that she has to wanage
bis property as well as her own.  She has had
many suitors, amd though 1 think she ought
marry agraiy, she gives 1o encoursgenest | ber
peealiar history ond pesition - wmake her veny
sindightforwand and independeny, and a litele
putocrstio 3 bt T Kuow her'geniuine worth, and
have every reasom o miuﬁ‘ gratefudly of her
kimbpess; . Yot tunst Keow aho has taken mather
& fapey to you, Mr. Hylton,  Sbe was gaitein.
terestes] by your adventurs the other night, and
thinks you vhowed more vriginality and inde
pendence than is to be found among the nuin.
teresting youtys mey tu Wiz part of the enuntry,
Bat here she i And; Jooking upward, | saw
her moving aloug  the el eastle wall, alnost
broad enough to almit two, and then deseensd
rapidly down the narrow thinewoern steps with a
free, graceful, eareless earriage  paecoliardy ber
own, -

We were sifting on a rained buttress of the
old castle, overlooking the wide chamypaign wndd
the broad-tlowing peaceful river that Hused just
beneath the custle’s ancient watergnte,

Rhe came and sat down beside s,

1 dan't know ‘whetlier thete Wwas any con-
swionsness brtrayed on my side or on her et
it she sajd quickly aud decidedly,.

“ You hiave been talking about me,”

* Yeu, Mes. Edgeworth,” 1 anawered,

ftAnd you know my sad history ¥

GWell,” | safd, **as 1 suppose all the peopls
here know it, more or Jeas,t’

** What is.your history, Mr. Hylton ¥’

“Jam - in the. unintercsting position of not
possexsing a history, M. Fdgeworth.”

4 That, can be hardly corrset, | think,™ Theu
she . stamped - her. littlo - foot” somewhat fraper
jously, UTell it tp wes’’.

A sudden thought passed. through my mind :
** I you want the literal truth, you shoull lave
it, coarse, repellent, commonplace ; and if you
aren piere woipan of the world, susing your
self with e, it nay innke you take yourself off us
soon s you chioose; fair lady,"  Then 1 spoke

HMine is-a -very commonplace and  vulgar
‘history.: " Tnomy past'life I have wasted nearly
all my time and all ' my moeney-; and, like Mr.

13 she

Micawber, | 'am -waiting for something 'ty tum

u)"'" : -

“That is. rather hard things to aay against
onesell at. the age ofe— . - e
s Twentyothrea® 00 e o it i
T4 am twentysthree ‘myself, and " of coures. |
‘am_getting on 1o a jquarter of acontury, and 1

t feel-at Jeast as if tho centuiry. were threesquarters




