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THS SCHOOLS AND SCHOCLMASTERS OF
CHARLES DICKENS.

111,
INDIVIDUALITY, IDIOSTNCRASY AND PRIVATE TUITION,

Whatever we may think of the personality of Mr Sgneers,
of Mr. Creakle, or of Doctor Blimberand Mr. McChoakemchild,
we find that Dickeas is only pointing his pencil for a still
mote graphic sketch of the Schoalmaster proper, a sort of
Evgene Aram_ (in his criminal uspect) but a more pecfect pic-
ture, depicting the lesson that no amount of ¥ square-headed-
ness,” no elaboration of system, no ambition, (purely seltish)
can control human passion; but this, even when encased
within scholastic srmonr, will, eveatually, burst its bonds
and end in disaster and destroction.

Individeality of charscter may be & great power, butis not
necessarily a safe one.  In illzstration, et us take the char-
acter of Bradley Headstone in ¢ Qur Mutual Friend.” His pie-
tere is intensely graphic.  He is the master of a model school,
with all the » modern appliances” He is “‘decent™ in his
respectability and respectable in his decency, but mather too
¢ gquare” at the best.  Here is his pleture 1 —

v+ Bradley Headstone, in his decent black coat, and decent
« white shirt, apd decent formal black tie, and decent panta-
# loons of pepper and salt, and decent silver watch, with
& decent hair guand, looked a thoroughly decent young man
¢ of six and twenty. He had acguired mechanically a great
tgtore of teachers’ Ruowledze.  He could do meuntal arith-
dmetic mechanically, sing at sight mechania iy, blow various
¢ wind instruments meck: , even blow the chureh organ
# mpehinicaily,  From bis early cbhildhood np his mind had
i heen 8 plave of mechanical stowage. The armngements of
“ his wholesale warchouse, so that it might be always ready
1o meet the demands of retail dealers—history bere, geozra-
i phy there, astronomy to the right, politieal cconomy to the
tr }aft, natural bistory, the physical sclevnces, fizures, music,
“t the lower mathewatics and what not, all in their suveral
# places—this process of assortment bad imparted to his
4 countensance a look of care; while the habit of questioning
“and being guestioned had given hima sy “iolls manner,
¢ as of one iving in walt, He seemied always uneasy lest
apything should be missing from his mental warchoase, ant
i taking stock to resssure

Bimself”

Tkis great machine and warchouss of a schoolmaster takes
an interest in and patr < a pupil teacher ina back alley
school of the ¢ Jumblie ™ ¢lass, where he has been monitor, OF
this school DivRens remmarks that “the teas 3, animated
Yosotely by good intentions, had no idea of execution, and a
“ lamentable juiable was the upshot of their kind endeavours,
i where in fact,
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in evervthing to the honour and good faith of the bovs, and
an avowed intention 1o rely on their possession of those quali-

ties unless they proved themselves unworthy of it, which
worked wonders. .

¢ The Nactor bimeel? war the idol of the whole srhsal” for
he was the kind<st of men, and bad a simple faith which
melted stony hearts, and thouch he was the subjeot of mzuy
impositions he was the atject ot aniversal love aud reverenca.

In his Iater works Dickens Lasziven us two charactzra full
of ¢ Idinsvneracy ¥ which iliustrate some of the English
modes of Private Tuitiog,

MrMathew Pockety of Huminersmith, ¢ West of London,”
affords cne examplic, atd the Hev, Horatio Crisparkie, of the
good old Cathedral town of Ruchester, forms the happy con-
trast,

Mr. Pocket, whose portrait is to be found in © Great Expec-
tations,” was a dilapidated man of the slovenly order. But
he waz a young luoking man in spite of his very grey hair,
and perplexed and distranght manuer,

% He had been cdoeated at Harrow and Cambridge, where
he had distinguished himself; but when he had the happiness
of marryiag Mrs, Pocket, he impaired his prospects and be-
came a‘ Grinder® at his University. After grinding a number
of dull blades he left the *grindstone’ and went to London,
aud maintained his establishment by the help of very moder-
ate resotirces, and fees from divery young men who ‘read ’ with
him,and who lacked opportunities or neglected them.”

. But Mrs. P was by no means a ¢ help meet " for such a man,
and let the houschold run to waste and be managed by the
gervantis, whilat ghe studicd heraldry, aud wag interested only
in the movements of the aristocracy, priding herself in a sup-
posed “blue tinge" in her own blood, and breakiog ont occa-
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gionally into violent remonstrance when she thought her
dignity was imposed upon. o

“ Awm I7 she would exslaim’™« grandpapa’s granddau;hter to
ba nething in this house 7 causing Mr. Pocket to seize his
scalp through his hair by both hauds with & jerk which ap-
peared to lift bim some inches out of hiz chnir.  On cooling
down he would let himself down again and become silent.
By his aid Mr. Pip was raised from the rough clay of a black-
smith's apprentice to the fine porcelain of a rea! reat gentle-
man.

In bis last work, left unfinished on his library table ot Gad's
Hill on the morning of his death, “The Mystery of Edwin
Drood,” Dickens gives another sketch of a private tutor of
a more robust and sealthy character,

« A fresh and healthy portrait the Inoking-glass presented
of the Rev, Septimus Crisparkle boxing with great science
and prowess, feinting and dodging with the utmost artfulness,
and hitting out from the shoulder with the utmost straight-
ness, while his radiant features teem with innocence, and soft-
hearted benevolence beams from his boxing.gloves,

% What is prettier than an old lady, (except a young lady)
when her eyes are bright, her fizure trim and compact, face
cheerful and calm, and her dress—like the dress of a China
shepherdess—so dainty in its colours, so neatly moulded on
her.” And so the minor vcanon theought frequently, as he
looked at his lonz-widowed and comely mother as they sat at
breakiast,

Whenever the Reverend Septimus, (who had a ditdicult
chargs in his tutelage) fell a musing, the bloomiog old Indy
made all haste to the dining-room closet # to produce from it
a glass of Constantia and a home-made biscuit,” which he
never dare refuse ; so also the Rev. Septimus yielded himself
a willing victim to a nauseous medicine-chest, also presided
over by the China Shepherdess—¢ gentian, peppermiung, gilli-
fdowear, sage, parsley, thyme, rue, rosemary, and dandelion”
were bis portion ou the first suspicions of toothache, face ache,
or any other arhe—and even hisx fitial devotion would lead
him, at her behest, to bathe both hands and face in basins of
roge leaves and dried lavender, fully convinced of their pro-
phrlactic virtue”

The pawer of this gentle and strong character upou the wikd
undisciplined Junilie, on the carcless hero, and upon the
dark and deviens character, John Jasper, are well handlad
and in this literary fmome=nt we have an assurance that our
author luft his work in his prime, and the cause of vdueation
is a losor by hisz premature deati. The instance is, however,
a striking ovae of Llissyacracy awmonygst the class of private
tutors, who are of course, to a large extent, a sell-selecty
class of men.,  To retara ence more to the  school-masters
proper, the tegderest sketeh painred in the most loving char-
acters is that of the Poor Schoolmaster in ¢ The Old Curiosity
Shop,”" which we look upon as the “Chef d'Eavee " of our
author. & There was but otue old maa in a picden befure his
cottage, and ¢ litle Nell” and her grandiather approactied
him timidis, for he was the Schooimaster, and had - School
written up over his windfows, e was a pale, stmple-lock-
ing man, of a spare and meagre habit, and sat among his
fdowers and boschives smoking kis pipe in the little porch
ore his deor”

s He had a kind face. Tn his plain old suit of black, ke
1 lonely and =olitary, and was absosrbed ins * brown
: wien the weary travellers did ret his attention,
s «imple hospltalities betore them and bids them
welconms,  His eves wonder off npon the walls, whereon hang
ome beautifal fmens of penmanship. ¢ Is ityoars, sic?”
asked little Nell, ¢ Mine he returned, < No, [ conlds’t
ita like that nowa duys. They are alldone by one hand | a
Heele hand 04 olid as yours, bur a very clever one”
Far boye arepanions in bis bearuing wnd his sports too,
how did T rotae 1 be so foud of mel”
o and took T Bils spectacies to wips them. as if
they geown dim, and teils the chiid e 4 favourite
schofar s awax i1, but be hopes soon ta see him b
place azain, Having gtven the travelices the shelter of his
roof, on retiring W Led he gently asks o fitels Nell” to say
a prayer that nizht fora sick ehild, addiog: # 1t isa litde
hand to bave done all that, and waste sway with sickness, It
isa v very little kand 17
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in the mi the din gat the poor schoolnster, the very
imaze of and stmplivity, vainly atzempting to fix
hiz mind upon tie duties of e day, asel to forget hes Nl
fricad.  But his thoughts ware rambling from nis papils it
was plain, and none koew this better than tae Gilest boys,
who took the grossest advantage of his abstraction to play
their boldest tricks.
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4 Oh, how some of these idle {ellows Ionged to be nutside;
what rebetlions thouzhts of the cool river, of the shady bath-
fug places, and the dim weods, would rash npon their minds,
tempting them to rash out and become savages from that
time fortln; or wishing to be a whale, oc a tittlebat, or a iy,
or anything but a boy at school ou that hot broiling day,
When the clock had struck twelve, © T think, boys;" said the
schoolmaster, ¢ I ghall give an extra half-holiday this after.
noon, but Yon must promise me first that you will not be
noisy—at least on the green. m snre you wouldn't disturb
vour old playmate and companion” There was a general
murmur of as<ent, and ¥ Thankee, Sic" © Yoz, Sir" # Good-
bye, Sir.” Bt the burst from school to juoyons nature on such
a day was more than boys could bear, and with wild whoup
and halloo, they chased cach other across the green, laughing
and shonting as they went,

s Ivs natuenl) thank Heaven,” said the schoolmaster, “I'm
glad they dido’t mind me” ,

They visit the sick child, women are watching round, and
old Dame West erying very bitterly, wringing her hands and
rocking to and fro,

1 Oh, dame," said the schoolmaster, s it 50 bad a4 this 7"

“He's going fast,” cried the: old woman ; “my grandson’s
dying—iva all.along of you,  You shouldn't gee him now only
for his being so earnest onit. This is what his learning bas
brought him to, O, dear, dear, dear, what can [ do 7

tDon’t sny I am in any fault, Dame

‘distress of mind, and do not mean what you say. I am not

Yo are iu great.
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burt.”

s He takes his seat beside the child, and whispers his name,
The boy throws his wasted arms round his neck, crying out
that he was his dear kind friend.. %I hope I always war—I
meant to be, God knows,” said the poor schoolmaster, In the
silence that ensued, the hum and shout of the boys at play
upon the green, eame floating through the open window,

¢ He took a handkerchief from his pillow, and not having
power to wave it, asked the schoolmaster Lo wave it at the
window and tie it to thy lattice. “Some of them may sve it
there and think of me and look this way.” The two old
friends and companions—for such they were—though they
were man and child, held each other in along cmbrace, the
little scholar took a wistful glance at the fiuttering signal, at
his idle bat, and slat: and book, turned his fuce towards the
wall, aad 1l asleop,

#'Che poor schoolmaster sat in the same place, holding the
game sl cold hand in his, and chafing it.

“Iy was but the hand of o dead child—he felt that, but he
chafed it still, and could notlay it down."”

5 E.n

THE LATE BARON LYTTON.

On saother page will be found a portrait of the late Baron
Lytton, who died on the 13th ult, leaving behind hima
name which will live to all tizne in the annals of literatnr,.
and statesmanship. As poet, novelist, dramaiist, essavist
and statesman, Lord Lytton distinguished himself alike by
his brilliant parts and his unwearied industey, the fruits of
which he has left as a rich heritage to posterity,

Of Lord Lytton's carcer we gave a brief account in an oli.
tuary notice which appeared in onr last igsus,  We shal)
therefore content ourselves with a glance at the distinguished
rolss he played in the worlids of Hterature and politics. Al
ready in early life he gave indication of his literary tastes, and
in 1329, when only ffteen years of age, appeared in print ag
the author of ¥ Ismael ™ an Oriental wale,  His next suceoss
was achivved at rbridee, where Tive years later ho o rried
off the Chaneriior's m~lal with his English poem on s Sealp.
ture,”  The following year he published in Paris, for privats
circulation, a collection of poems and anhorisms entitled
6 Woeds and Wild Flowses,” and In 1827 a tals in Verse,
i (rNeil, or the Rebel and ¢ Falkland,” a love story in one
volums, both anooymousiy. His first great work of fcti
¢ Pelham, or the Adventures of & Gantleman,” of which it is
related that the M8, which bad been rejocted by the pe
lisher’s reader, was read by the publisher himself, who at vuce
izsusd the work in three volumes, and dispatebed a cheek for
to the voung novelist, This was in 1827, & Polpam”
was followed by #The Disowned, in 1828 ¢ Deverenx,” in
1829 and < Panl Chifend,” in 1330, o 1931 appeared a
satirical poem, - The Siamese Twins " and < Milton.” Iy 1832
he published © Bugenrs Aram,” and in 1823 ¢ Gadolphin,” and
# Eagiand sud the English,” a0 series of witty sketches of
national manners,  Abouat this time Balwer succevdad Camp.
betl, as editor of the New Wen A’y Majazine, to which he o
tributed a series of papers which were subsequently publishe
ugder the title of © The Student”” Sooa after this came
¢ The Pilgrims of the Rhine,” followed, after a tour in
Italy, by % The Last Days of Pompeii,” and © Rienzi,” the
latter in 1835, In the same year appeared @ Lefla; or, the
Sieze of Geanada” and 2 Calderon the Courtier.” In the
following year Bulwer made his iest essay ns a dramatisg
with “The Dachess of La Valliere” a play in five acts, wiick
met with little success,  He next made his appearance: 4 s
historival writer, with « Avhens, its Rise and Fall,” ot which
two volumes were published in 1336, His pext work was s
novel, * Ernest Malttnvers,” which appeared in 1837, anda
sequel to which, umler the title of « Alee, or the Mysteries”
was published in 1338, Townands the close of thiz year Mz
Bulwer and Jobn Herschel  were created  baronets oa
the ocuasiva of the coronation of er Majosty,  In this year
alzo he anide his second attempt as 2 dramazist, nod prodaeed
the fve- comedy, the #The Lady of Lyons,” which not
only achieved a brilliant sucvess at the titoe, at has retained
its hald of the stage ever sinee, ¥ Rivhelten ™ cams out in
1839 1 v The Sex Captain,” in five acts, in 1833 & Money,” in
five acts, In 13495 and, after a Joug interval, the comedy of
GONot 20 bad as weserm,” in five acts, written for anadeur
prriormasee in 1834, as a benctt for the 2 Guild of Literatiea
and Ave,"—the fdea of which is =and to have ortgionted daring
a visit pabd to Sir Elwan?'s manston at Kaebworth by several
Hierary celebrinies and artists,  Having conceived the notion
of a jrarnal which shoald combine seivatitic information with
politics and general literature, e, in conjunction with Sir D,
Brewster ant DroLacdner, eommenced a periofical ia the
earty part of 1341, founded apoa this design, emtitled 74
Monthly Chronisle ; bul it was too sctentific to suit the pubiis
taste of the dav, and, after s fow moaths' existences, its oro-
jrotor retived from it, dissatisied with the result. During his
connestion with this eran, he contributed to tts political sec-
tion a remiackably ¢ Historical Roview of the State of Eagiand
and Enrope at the Accession of Quueen Victorin,” on which M.
Guizot bestowed the highest conmemdation,. In the same
year Sir Edward resumed hig career a3 a novelist, by the pro-
duction of ¢ Night and Moruing” This wasz snceeeded, in
1842, by “Zanoni,” ¢ the well-loved work,” to use the author’s
own words, ¢ of hiz mature manhood.” Absut the same time
he:publish~d a volume of poetry, entitled © Eva, and the IH-
omened Marriage,” since incorpomted, with considerabla ad-
ditions, in the complete edition of his postleal works. ~Not
lonyg after the cessation of his first parliamentary labours, in
1841, Sir E. Bulwer travelled in Germany, and devoted hitm-
self to the study of its language and its rich stores of litera-
ture, when he collected materials for a dife of Schiller, the
especial object of his admiration, and availed himself of this
informatiou in the biography of that' great writer which he
appended to the firgt ehition of bis translation of the @ Poemd
amt Ballnds of Schitler,” in 1844, «The Last of the Barons,”
hig’ next essay in romance, appeared early in 1843, AU }h"
close of this year Sir Edward Tost his mother, and ancceeding
to her valuable estates of Kunebworth, &c., he, in compliauce
with her will, chauged his name, taking the historic surname
of Lytton, by royal licence, in addition to his patronymic,
Bulwer, . The “effects of unremitting toil baving seriously
affected his- health, he was induced to try the hydropathic
system, in the year 1845; and in a sparkling letter to W, Hri-

o was

i

rison Alnsworth, pnblished  as the 4 Confessions of a Water

Patient,” he made known hig impressions and opinions of the




