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THE DOMINION RIFIE Ul

The Outario Ritlemen who went
to England lnst sumsier o o pete
at the annual Wimbledon mecting
gequitted themselves in s omanner
which attracted very Renel gind
fuvourable notice fromall why take
an interest in Ride matchies, But
their crowning suceess was the
winning by Cspt. MeLencghan of
the Cup preseoted by Sir Peter
Tait, We give on this page an
illustration of the Cup and copey the
following description of it from the
Vo tunteer Neveer

s Sir Peter Tait, M., has for-
warded to the Hon. Sir G. K. Car-
tier, Bart , Mivister of Militix and
Defrnee, a toapnificent silver vase
as a prize for rifde competition, It
i< in shape something like the celes
bruted Warwick Vase, and stands
on a pedestal of polichod cbonby
mounted with silver, The plinth
of the pedestal s square ;  the
column having the corners cut off
is vetagonal, presenting fpur large
and four small faces ; the foot of the
vase ig circular, and the handles,
whivh are highly rhascd, spring
from rams” hemls, Wreaths of roses,
thigtles,  shamrocks, and  maple
leaves in low relief adorn the sides,
leaving two large spaces, on one of
wisich is the following inseription ;
“ I commemoration of the viit of
Licut.~C'ol. Skinner and his Team
to Wimbledon, 1871, Presented by
Sir Peter Tait, . L, to the Militia
of the Dominion of Caoada. To be
shiot 1or annnally by ten members
from any corps of Militia in the

Daminion at - 200, 500, aud ooo

yards; 7 shots At ench range, and
to remain in the custody of the
Lient -Governor of the Provinee of
the winning corps far the time be-
ing. The competition cach yerr to
be at the Provincial Match of the
Provinee holding the Cup.”

* 0u vach of the four jnrger faces
uf the pedestal are gilver shiclds,
oue bearing the. Arms of the Do-
minion of Canada, another having
the following inscription: ¢ Won
by Capt. Alex. McLeneghan, 22nd
Battalion, Oxford Ritlex, at the
meeting of the National Ritle Askos
ciation held at Wimbledon, 18717
The other two' are vacant, but the
fatnre winners. namwes will be in-
fcribed thereon. Oppusite the smal-
ler faces on a prolongation of the
plinth of the pedustal are four
tigures in bronzs of riflomnen at
‘tattention,” and the lid or cover
of the wvase ik surmounted by a

benver,  There isalso a spare finad

which was used in Bngland ;. it is
a large acorn in silvey, surrounded
by onk leaves nnd a cluster of
umnaller acorng,  The whole stands
two feet nino inches in height, of
which the pedestal measures nine
fnches, The vase is nine inches in
width and one foot nine inches
neross the handles,”

By the termus on which the.cup ia
to Lie competed for, it will bu seen
that it is destined in futuce to oc-
cupy an important position in the
Pbrize lists of the annual Rifle Meet-
Ings.  Ontario” has  the honour of
bringing the prize to Canada, snd
will also have the honour of the
first competition for it. But §t-is
opun to all the Provincer, and we
1[01)0, therefore, that the competi-
ion will not, be practically contined
to onn, - To Lo able to assist in
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m.::kin;: the  Lisut.-Governor of
of one’s Provinee custodian of such
w valuable gift as that presented by
Sir Puter Tait to the Militia of Can-
ada, ought to be an object of ambi-
tionamong the best shots thronehont
the Dominion.  The Cup was ouly
received by Sir George E. Qartier
in the carly part of last mauth,
which aceonunts for the long time
hetween the dates of the two follosw -
ing letters in riference to it i—

Sovtuwars 81, Lospox, )
2nd Nov., 1871, i

Siu—Having reference to the re-

cent visit of the Team of Ontario
titlemen to this country, to take
part in the Annunal Competition at
Wimbledon, it affords me pleasure
to acguaint you that the Canadians
were successful in winning many
prizes: and by their good conduet
and roldierly bearing made a most
favourable impression  while in
England.

e of the prizes, a Cop of one
hundred guineas presented by me,
atd won by the Team, I have now
the pleasur. to transmit to ¥ou by
the hands of Celonel Skinner, and
shall feel obliged if you will Kindly
retain custody of the Cup until a
short period prior to the next Aa-
nual Matches of the Ontario Rifle
Asrociaticn, and then hand it over
to the Lient.-Governor of the Pro-
vince of Ontario, so that the same
may be again competed for at those
Matches In terms of the conditions
engraved ou the Cup.

1 have the honour to be, 8ir,

Your most obedient Servant
(Signed), Perer Tarr.

Hon Sir G. E. Cartier, Bart.,,
Minister of Militia and Defence,
Ottawa,

DeeaxtyeNt ofF MiLiTia .\.\‘Dl
DErENCE,

Orrawa, January 5th, 1871, )
Sir,—1 am directed by the Hon-
ournble the Minister of Militia and
Defence to acknowledge the reeeipt
of your letter of the 2ud Nov. last,
and to assure you that he is highly
pleased to learn that during the visit
of the team of Ontarie Rifiemen to
England to take part in the Anuaual
Competition at Wimbledon, the Ca-
nadians were successful in winning
many Prizes and that by their good

“conduct and soldierly bearing they

made afavourable impression while
there, .

The magniticent Cup presented
by you and won by the team, has
also been received by him through
the hands of Col. Skinner. He de-
sires me to tender to yon his best
thanks for your munificent present,
and to assure you that he highly
appreciates the deep interest taken
by you in the Riflemen of Cauada.
He will have much pleasure in
taking charge of it, and in retain-
ing it in his custody until a short
period  previous 10 the Annual
Matches of the Ontario Ritfle Asso-
ciation, when he will band it over
to the Licutenaunt-Governor of the
Province of Qutario, to be compe-
ted for in terms of the conditions
engraved on it.

1 have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,
(Signed), Gro. Furvorr,

Dept.-Min. of Militia and Defence.
Sir Peter Tait,

Loudon, Eugland.

The Cup is very much admired



