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Mr.: Dubelédge I, .for  once ‘will; step* outside” my ordinarycourse.’ iThe
most! celebrated’ vessel! of :allthe rascally’fleet is:now:in'the harbour.
"You-’shall-se¢’ her,-and.'sail* in her: too if ;you -desire® it I:have 2
" thought' that 1. ishould :likeito "have :a.glimpseiof.the: interior ‘of : this
“vaunted! Confedéracy. It is ‘out of :the’ quéstion,:however ;- it'would. be
‘fearfully misconstrued :

-be:much:in ¢t i 10t her
-myself, ~you-are not"similarly:circumstanced, and can” go without.fedr.or
-.apprehension. - The .trip i:scif would “be ‘delightful;/and "as™ to dangery
there is none; for the ship I'havein vicw laughs -at everything that floats
“onithe broad Atlantic i . o e L TR L e e
7 WOULD'YOU! LIKE ‘TO- GO TO. SAVANNAR 2 71 ip vt il iy
-+ "Decidedly mnot, sir! My wild-gooseengagement,’. broad: as:it :is; is
limited .to. the  Islands ;'and- here, I hope, it ends ‘and .determines.:
2 Mr. Twislayd..looked' at me, aghast. * But he mused~a’moment. 1

we go up to the house?. .00 o e L e

i+ The distance was short.”. But one single’ observation saw made in:our
walk, and, that, as: we entered the grounds : “Mr. Twislayd remarked—
! You perceive me absent and thoughtful ;  pray; éxcuse "it:::I have
- received-a consignment from the last vessel from Europe .that"gives'me
_-great anxiety, and it is:a source of serious embarrassment.”? 0 Sl L
. I duly expressed my regret at the annoyance.  What- fools men are,-in’
'the 'aggregate,’ and this: sapient individual, namely, myself; ifi.particular.)
72 My companion ushered:-the way to'the luncheon room..' As.we entered,
I'saw two ladiés looking out of a windowthat ‘commanded a view of: the
garden.  ‘The merchant touched my arm, and whispered— T4sfi5 the
consignment’T $poke to vou about just now.” ;7 o D

The ladies turhed 3

not ‘of a very impressionable nature ; “have little’of electricity or explosive
material in my’ composition, but on the contrary, am solid and phlegmatc,
as becomes one who has done liztle save réport long weary leagues of
speeches without:flower or fire in all their.tedious . course; .gut ice itself.
would :have throbbed; ;
‘upon:me.. If T+ had all the

- pencils that have worked from 'Raphael ‘to Lely and' Reynolds, 1 could
‘not: portray ‘even shadows ‘of the:beautiful beings that stood before me.
iWh 3 then: essay a’ task. that could terminate but'in: ludicrous fatlure?
-Postrively,. I was! transfixed to the'spot 6n which 1:stood; and of -all my
faculties, sight alone remained. No doubt; even in an uncommon degree,

~lustrous as, night—if such a’ paradox.is possible; Theladies were: not
.;blind, ‘and my siwation" resulted in’ a-momentary exhibition of pearls,
~.such as never yet were drawn from .old ‘'occans depths. . "This won’t do at
-all 3 I'must bang Pegasus.down' to the:mud: of .beaten tracks] and 'the
mireof évery’day hte.; ‘Fortunately; I was somewhat recovered by my.
i friend going through vthe_cercm‘ony of introduction. It was: unnecessary
i~to’point out that the ladies were sisters. "/'The: one ‘Was' . made: kiiown: to
.me asMiss B—- the other as Miss Ellen B——. . % They are,”. Mr; Twis-
i*layd’ continued, * daughters of an old and esteemed friend, now one of the
~most: distinguishéd _Generals®of 'the:Confedéracy. © 1 think, even :the
. blackest; of  Black ; Republicans ‘would not. require an. apology. for the’
exercise of hospitality.in'such'a ecase... The ladics are rather unforrunatety
;situated.- " The gentleman; who. escorted them from Europe is compeled
.to remain here. . They.‘are very desirous to join. their father, who now
:commands at Wilmington, and I am utterly at a.loss to find a trustworthy
.person ‘under whose protection’] can 'permit them to make the voyage.”
“The:merchant Jooked -at’ me'with’ a smile in which pride and mirth and
:mischief-all were blended. 0l nn e e
..’/ Here was a preuty situation for ‘any young man! Butthe result could
+not.be doubtful.-".To serve, to oblige, or'even 110 gain'a smile from-these
-bright - 'flowers. of the .South, :I: would ujogfully ave stormed .Fortress
‘Monroe, myself the scle and-only - forlorn hope.” ‘An’idea, to be sure, in
which was mixed up a'spy,a yard-arm and'a running noose, flitted across
smyimind,. but in:such.a 1
sEvéentually, I contrived to.stammer out—* If [ could only think that iny
poor services could avail ———7" 0 . Lo T 0 T
= ‘. Enough, - my. friend,” said - Mr.- Twislayd ; ¢ your. noble - offer- is
saccepted ;: the ladies will. ever ‘remember your :generous  devotion': ‘on,
: myself you confer an cternal obligation.. In your«charge they will be'safe
. from every danger.” .1 ;0 R R
. «This.mounted ‘me again
last drop,” &c;; &c., &C. b i Sl
i ‘Theyladies thanked: ie; with :more than, words.
and happiest fellow ineithei hemisphere. . .- SR PR
-~ % This matter settled, and so'satisfactorily,” said - Mr. Twislayd ; “let's
stodunch i bR o L T e
i The ship we were:to cross ‘i was ‘the famous -blockade-runner: alluded
“to by Mr. Twislayd. 'She wis detained a few hourscoaling, and did not
.-sail: till the following morriing: t
: young'ladies laughingly:designated:themselves. ¢ & w0 s R
ioWewere barely! cleir.cof ithe land :beforc -an  adventure. occurred.
; Directly in our course, seawards, lay.a ship, evidently on mischief intent.
'There she lay, motionléss as'a crouching tiger, but prepared for a Spring,

17 ch' ‘sir' in their causc I“’]" shcd, t(v)i ti’lc

Iwas the p‘réuaést

< T have'often:

: }.111)'.,dé}-oti'on to the' North isiwell known;-and my’
B busin’ess’ehga%émcnts with the northern ports are extensive. .. There must.
¢ South*to: interest "an “observer.': If:I cannot visit there:

‘cask.’

‘observed  thel faintest 'shadow of 2’ twinkle: pass.over : his eye,-and his |
equanimity was restored: . *Tis lunch time,” said the gendeman ;"¢ shall: ;
: cn LT e ed o soone out . of “harm's way, and :before the dog-watch

:was somcthing like a feeling of ‘apprchension -visible.

‘as”.we:approiched ithem.” : Be.it known, that'I am-.

warmed, melted,: under: the! prospect: that-burst.
- ) : : ‘ pens of the poets from’” Homer:to Byron, all |
~the” cunning' chisels: from Praxiletes to. Chantrey, and all’ the, delicate.

Confederacy.”.

.I.made-a grind fool of myself* I could but gaze: on eyes, dark and | -
‘enigmaticalt progress ;- this' was the:eleventh instant ;:and 1 needed no
‘one”to"/tell 'me. that: I+ had. all-along been been:

presence it could leave nor. mark.nor trace.’

We'went:in. her;:T and my wards, as the’
R I wiv R We went

 That’s certainly,” T eard onxr.dl)ti}ill say, * the! N, "~ Commodore.

:Wa—kes. . Ease ofl about three points for the present and let ns'seé what

‘he means. ; i i t } ) :
vessel ‘woke ‘up and stood right across us with the intention of cutting us

This was done, and . almost.ini the same: moment the' other:

off ; or; failing that, driving.us ashore.t We stood. onin-this: course. for
some -’ time," the Yankee sdrawing i down on us ; atlast we, found out: that:

-he was almost near enoughi, by seeing aspufl of smoke issue.from his bow-

ortand a shot, that'danced prettily over the wavies, fall - abouta- cabie’s.
F::igt_h;'off onour weather-bow.::#* That will-do," said our skipper,:*“lay
ike 2. cooper round:a

¢ 1 goiround him:

‘her-her-head' due south, and:we

Sl o 3 fL < SR I PRI L ) R e
.~ Qur captain,~however, too proud of his craft,—had ventured a littlc too
much.= The corvette proved - to-have guns'of longer range than the one
that:had'opened-the bal), and in the instant that-we chinged our course a
second time, A round shot m:\dc‘:m{xgl?' dent.in: our’ smoke-stack, and:a:
shell " burst. so'inéar-that: a: splinter fell ’

on'deck.: ‘Nobody wias hurte': Tt
was now a-stern ‘chase’; our-gallant craft'showed: her heels; and:though'a :
few.more: compliments-were sent:after us,:nonc came home, and we were;
was called,” the

corvette could not be seen from the mast-head. i, CE
- During.the whole of this little affair the young. ladies sat, on: déck—the
blood of their gallant: father ivas in their veins—and watched with much
jaterest. Our: tars looked on them awith-admiration, and would, I think,

‘hnve done gallant: deeds ‘under :their. eyes. = Qf course, ] did not-absent

myself from their side ;- the veriest coward would not have!deserted- such
a post. - I "had: observed ‘that when the corvette commenced firing, there:
I took:an oppor-
tunityof : enquiring ‘of ‘one. of theofficers 'of the'shipas to the nature of
her cargo. - ** General, 'sir, General,” was.the:response. - ‘“ Amongst
other things we have'a large quantity. of medical stores-pills, of all sorts .
and sizes, and four or five hundred casks of powders,  of various descrip-
tions, ' to: work them ofl.: "We have also an assortment of lancets for the
surgeons, and amputating instruments that:take off an arm;‘a leg, or even’
a head,'in a:twinkling. . 'And what the doctors like exceedingly well—for
they are always anxious to' put their work out of sight,—several bundles of.
pickaxesiand shOvels??  oonle i bl el e S S et e
' Thankyou, sir. ‘But T fear the Confederacy must be very sickly to
require supplies on such a scale,? . | I IO I L S

* By no means,” said the elder of my - fir - friends,: who was listening,

** these articles: are all“intendéd. for ‘operations on- the encmics of - the

».*f Bless'me ! can it really be so? then your countrymien are as huniane.
as theyare Brave - oo 0 S D S T e
Tt was. on'the ‘first of the .previous” month' that - I commenced’ my’,
‘ groping .about’in "a
bewildering fog that increased in density atevery step.” = 000
. Nothing“further of any:importance ‘ceurred :during the:passage... We-
got -across - without: agfain " meeting ‘an enemy; and:‘made the:land.some
thirty miles’to -the  Southward of. the :Savannah.:We layito till night ;.
and, fortunately for.us; it was a very dark one;:and.then, by hugging-the..
land: close, we “crept-inside 'the blockading flect'and got saicly into, port.
. «The:General was in ' waititg  to' receive his daughters_.;: Their separa- -

‘don had been long:; - it had ‘extended over.ycars; iconceive: then their

meeting. It "would require a far:abler-pen thanuniine;:and -as I hate
boggling, will not make the awtempt. .- Those -holy: sympathies, warm as
the 'sun under 'which they.blossomed, can-scarcely. be understood, much
less delineated, by the native of the frigid, frozen north: . pass on. 0 7%
-1 was'introduced to the General,-and’ banded him a letter: from Mr.:
Twislayd. : Mis daughters informed him of the position in which.1 stood,.
and the reasons that had induced meito accompany'them. . It is almost :
unnecessary to:say that’l.was warmly and: most cordially received. . He:.
would not listen to the idea of my making any other house than his own
my. home ' during ' 'my .stay |in. Wilmington’' and .thencc . we “at.: once
bastened.. The mightiwas' far advanced. - Aftera islight :refreshment we
separated, and T went to bed. - In'the’moming . we - met at the breakfast:
table, the General, my fair friends and mysclf. : The  General's lady was
abscnt.in the interior; dnd:it had been arranged that my proteges were 10
leave almost immediately to-'go to hér ; in fact. our.meal was hurriéd that.
they might be in time for'the train: - L.was invited to accompany them to .
the station. - - We were soon ready, but when'I went to- the haterail where”
I:had deposited my hat some hours’ before, it: wasnot to be seen. ; The
General'was nearme. *¢ You miss your hat,” said he, smilingy ; “ my corre-

'} spondent informed:me’that you attached-extraordinary value, or, at least,

looked upon that hat-as: no ordinary..hat, so 1.took theliberty of placing -
itin:z safe position.; .Lwill getit-indn instant.™- i 0 e
! The' General went to;get it; but returned ‘without it. 1 Dear me, how
provoking !.-I have:mislaid the:key of ithe place in which I sccured your
chapean, andiwe have not a’moment ‘to spare. . Condescend - to ‘make: use
of one’of mine till we réturn.”:: +'So - §o ! thought I;; . * this. wonderful
hat’s’ gone ‘at:last; ‘andiwere.it fiot forthe-hundred  dollars.I"should
welcome the:loss.”: But I'was mistaken,. for.within an hour it: 1
head again: e B

‘to see the -ladies évﬁ'.i”_’l‘l;icy, ,}\'\'crckf'])‘réfdéé in; their ackh:é\ .
ledgements i of .the service 1 had rendered: them, applauded wy waloisr to:
the echo, wishet bye, ‘

ed me a safe return, ‘bade me good

N




