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I.DubeedgcI for once nyilI step outside my 6rdinazy course.zTh
most célebriited'vessel' of ail the rascally 'fleet is now n the harboui
You shall se ber, and'sailin her too if you desire it. I have oftc
thoughitha t I should like to have a glimpse'of the interir aof: thi
vaunted Confedèracy. It is out of the question hoevcr; it vould b
fearfuly miscenstrued my devotion to the Nrrth is vell known, and ni
business engagementswith the northern ports are extcnsije. There nius
be:much in the South' to interest an observer. If.I cannot visit ther
myself, -you are fnot similarly circumstanced, and cau go ýithout fear o
apprehension. The tri itself would be delightful, and as to danger
there is nore, for.ihe ship I have in vicv laùghs at everything that float
on the broad Atlantic..

WOuL1) Tovt LIKE TO GO TO SkVANNA Il ?
Decidedlv not, sir! My -vild-goose engagement,. broad as it is, i:

lmited to the Islands ; and here, I hope, it eùids and determines.
Mr. Twislayd loukèd at me, aghast. But he mused a moment.

observed the faintest sh'adow of a twinkle pass over his eye, and hi
equaninilty was restored. 'Tis lunch time," said the gentleman; shal
we go up to the house."

The distance vas short. But one single observation saw made in ou:
walk, and that, as w-e entered the grounds. Mr. Tvislayd remarked-
I.Vou peiceive me absent and thoughtful; prav excuse i.: I have
received a consigiunent from the last vessel from Europe that givesmc
great anmdety, and it is a source of serious cmbarrassment." r

I duly expressed my regret at the annoyance. What fools men arc,,ir
the aggregate, and this sapient individual, naiiely, myseli, n particuilar.

My companion usheïed the way to the luncheon roorn.\s we entered,
I saw two ladies looking'out of a window- that commanded a view of tht
garden. The rmerchant totched my arn, and whispred-" Tha is the
consignment I spoke to vou about just now."

The ladies turned as %we approached therm. Be it known, that 1 an
not of a verv impressionable nature; have little of electricity or explosive
material in my composition, but on the contrary, am solid and phlegm:atic,
as becomes one who has donc little save report long weary leagues of
speeches %vithout:flow eor fire in all thir tedious course. But ice itself
would have throbbed, warimed, melted, under the prospect that burst
upon:me. If I had ail the pens of the poets from 1-omer to Byron; ailthe cunning chisels from Praxiletes to Chantrey, and ail the delicate
pendis that, have worked from Rapihael to Lely and Reynolds, I coidd
not portray even shadows of the beautiful beings that stood before me.
,Why then essay a task that coild terminate but in ludicrous faclure?
Posiely, I was transfixed to tihespot on which 1 stood and of all my
faculties,sight alone remamed. No doubt, even in an uncommon degree,
1r made a grand fool of mhysel I could but gaze on eyes, dark and
lustrous as night-if such a paradox is possible. The ladies were not
blind, and my situation resultcd in a momentary exhibition of pearîs,such as never yet were drawn from old oceans depths. 'This von't do atall; I must brng Pegasus down to the mud of béaten tracks, and themire of every day life. Fortunately, I was somewhat recovered by my.fri end going through the cercmony of introduction. It was unnecessaryto point out that the ladies vere sisters' The anc was made known tomce as Miss B-.zhe other as Miss Ellen B-. "T he ar,"éMr. Twislayd continued " daughters of an old and esteemed friend, now one of the
most dcstinguishéd Generalsà of- the Confederacv. I think, aven the
blackest of Black Republicans would not requre an apology for the
exercise of.hspitalitvinm such a case. The ladies are rather unfortunately
situated. The gentfeman Vho escorted thern from Europe is compelletd
to remamin here. They are very desirous to join their father, who now
commands at Wilnuington, and I arn utterly at a loss to find a trustworthy
persan under whose protection I can permit them to inake the voyage."
Themerchant looked at me with a smile in which pride and mirth and
mischief ail were blended.

Hlere was a pretty situation for any young man! But theresuit could
not be doubtful To serve, ta oblige, or aven ta gain a smile from these
bnight iowets of the South, I would joyfully hava stormed, Fortress
Monroe, myself the sole and only orlorn hope." An idea, to be sure, in
wihich %was mLused up a spy, a yard-atm and; a running noose, flitted across.my mindj but in such_ a presence it could leave nor mark nor trace.
Eventually, I contrived to stammer out-" If 1 could only think that my
por se-vices could avail

'Enough, my friend," said ,Mr. Twislayd ; "yourî noble offer isaccepted; the ladies will ever remember your generous devotion : onmyself you confer an eternal obligation. In your-charge they will be safe
(rom every dang er.

This mounte me again. " Ves, sir, in their cause I wiil shed, ta the!
last drop," &c., &c., &c.

The ladies. thanked me with :more than words. I was the piroudest
and happiest fellow înteitheri hemisphere.

T Tns ratter setde and so satisfactorily, said Mr. Twislayd; let'sta lunch.
Tir ship wea 'were to cross irr was the famous blockale-runner alludedto by Mr. Twislayd. She was detained à few hours coaling, and did notsail tili the following morriin. ,e et in.rer and rny-wards, as the-young ladies laughingly designated themselves.
Weg vere bârely clear a tire land beforè an adventure occurred.

Directly inmaur course, seawards,.Iay a ship, evidently on mischief.intent.
rerè sh ay,imotioness as a crouchmng tger, butprepazed fór l3pin

e That's certainly," I heard our captain say, " tIe N- - Commodore
r.T W-.kas Ease off about three ponis fr tire pesent and let us sec wrhat

n he means. This was donc, and alnost in tie sane moment tie otier
s vessel woke up and stood right across us with the intention of cutting us
e off ;or, failing that driving us ashore. We stood on in this course for
y soie tinte the Yankee cdrawing down on us at lastw re, found out that
t ha as alinostnear enough, by seeing a pulT of smoke issue fron his bow
c7 port, and a shot, that'danceti prettily over the waves, fal about a cable's

lergth off on our weather-bow. That ill do, aid our skipper lay
her her head due south, and:we'll goround him like acooper round a

s cask."
Our captain-however too proud of his craft,-had ventured a littlc too

much. The corvette proaed ta have guns of longer range than the one
s that had opened the bal, ind in the instanttthat :ve changed our course a

second time, a round shot made in ugly dent-in our srnoke-stack antd a
shell burst so near that a splinter feUl on deck. Nobody was hurt It

s was now a stern chase ; our galiant craft showed her lies, and though a
1: few more complinents were sent after us, nona came hone, aud ie were

soon out of harm's way, and before the dog.watch vas calIcd, the
r corvette:could nlot be seen rom the masi-head.

During the whole of this little affair the young ladies sat on deck-the
blood of their gallane father ivas in their vains-and atched with much
interest. Our tais looked on then with admiration, and would, think,
hnve done gallant deeds under theire eyes. Of course, I did not absent

L myself from their side ; the vcriest coward would not have deserted! suich
a post. h d aobserved that when the corvette cormmnenccd firing, tihre
ias somrithing like a feeling of apprehension visible. t rook an oppor-
tunity of enquiring of one of the officers of the ship as to the nature of
her cargo. General, sir, General," w.as the response. "Amongst
other thimgs w have a lare quantity of medical stores-pills, of all sorts
and sizes, and four or five hundred casks of powicrs, of: various descrip-
tions, to w-rk thein off. W'e have also an assortment of lancers for the
surgeons, and amputating instruments that take off an arm, a leg, or even 1
a heatdiii a twinkling And what the doctors like exceedingly well-for
ther are)avays anxious to put their work out ofsight,-several burndes of
pickaxesand shovels"-

"Thank you, sir. But I fear the Confcieracy iust be very sickly ta
require supplies on such a scale."

I By no nieans," said the eider of rîy fair friends, who was listenin1g,
these articles are ail intendei for operations on the enemics of the

Confederacÿ."
* Bless me ! can ir really ie so? then your countrynien are as humane

as thcy are brave." I
It was on the first of the previous month that I con iencel my

enigmatical. progresse this was the cleventh instant; and i nireled no
one to tell nie that I had ail along been been: groping about in a
bewildering fog that increased in iensity at every srep

Nothing furtrher f any importance curred during the,-assge. WC
got across without agfain meeting an enemy, anti miare t e land soine
thirty miles ro the southward of, the Savannaih. Wc lafr ta illniglhL;
and, fortunately for us,'it w-as a very' dark one; and then, by hugging the
land close, crept inside the' blockading Aeet and got saiely into port.

The General iwas inr waiting ta r:ceive his daughters Tieir selara-
tion had been long; it 1had extended over vears conrcive then threir
meeting. lt woul require a farabler pant:haninitine, and as I hate
boggling, will not make the cattemlt., Those hol- synipaithies, warm as
the sun under which they blossomed, can scarcely be runderstool, much
less dclincated, by the native of the frigid, frozen north. I pass on.

I was intrxodued ta the Generai,; and handed hin a latter froma Mr.
Tvislavd. lMis daughters informed him of the position in which 1 stood,
and thircatasons thar had induced me to accompanry theni. It is alimost
unnecessar to say that I was varnily and. nost cordially received. He
w-ould not listen to the idea Of, ny nia'king any other house than his own
my honie during ny stay in Wilmington'; and thencea ve at once
hastened. The nghrvs fat- advancei. After a sligit refresiment we
separated, and I went to bed. In the imorning we met at the breakfast
table, the Gencral, iny fair friends and mîyself. 'The Gcnrctal's lady Vas
absent in the interior and it had been arranged thiat my proteges were to
leave almost immediately to go to lier ; in faco. ur mcal w'as hurried that
they might be in time for the train. I w'as invited to accompanr themî to
the station. WVe were soon reacly, but w'hen I vent to the bat-rail bere
Ihad deposited my hat some hours before; it iwas not to be seen. TIr
General was nearnie. "You miss your hat,"sai ihe, smilingy ; nvcorre-
spondent inforieti me that you attached cxtraordinary vaile, or, at least,
lookedti pon :hat hat as no ordinarv hat so 1 took t e liberty of placing
it in a safe position. INVill get it in an instant."

Th' General went to get it; but returned vithout it. Dcar ne, hcav
provoking ! I bave:mislaid the key ofithe place in ivîici I secured your
chapeau, and iwe have not a mament ta spare. Condescend to rîake use
of one of mine Li we return'> " So S! thought I;" * this wonderful
hat's gone at last, and were it not for tie hundred dollars I should
velcome the lass." îBut I w-as nistaken, for vithin an haut it:%vas on ny
head again

Ve went ta sec tire ladies off. They w-ere profuse in t1e1ir acknow-
ledgernents of the service I had rcndered then, applauded m a/o' to
the echo, vishied me a safe return, bade nie good bye,

(o be c6tiyi'ed.)


