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Catnoric  EpnvcarioN. — Professor Goldwin
Smith has lately spoken at  great length, in
Toronto, on the question of education, and
much appears in his lecture that is interesting,
We had
intended to write at some length in reply to his
statements in reference to eduneation in Catholic
countrics; and the general influence of the
Catholic religion upon the world of letters,  So
ably, however, has the learned gentleman been
replied fo by His Grace the Archbishop of
Toronto that it is scarecly necessary to offer
further, . at- present, in the way of velutation,
But, having at hand the valued testimony of
Samucl Laing, in his ¥ Notes of a Traveller,” on
the state of cducation, Protestant and Catholic,
in Europe, we venture to submit it. ~ Mr, Smith
the “edueators”
* par excellence.  Mr. Laing, a Scotch Preshyterian,

speaks thus

#In Catholic Germany, in France, Tialy, and

even Spain, thie cducation of the common people
in reading, writing, withmetic, music, manners,
and morals, is at least as generally diffused, and
as faithifully promoted by the clerieal body, as

in Scotly

much, also, that challenges criticism,

bl

spoke of Protustant countrie

LTt i by their own advanee, und
not by keeping back the advance of the people,
thath the popish priesthood of the present day
seck to keep ahcad of the intellectual progress
of the community in Catholic lands; and they
might, perhaps, retort on our Preshyterian
clergy, and ask if they, too, arein their countries
at the head of the intellectual movement of the
age? Education is in reality not only not re-
pressed, bnt is encouraged by the popish church,
and is a mighty instrument in its hands, and
ably used. In every street in Rome, for in-
stance, there are, at short distances, public

primary schools for the cducation of the child-:

ren”of the lower and middle classes in the
neighbourhood. - Rome, with a population of
158,678 souls, has 372 public primary schools
with 482 teachers, and 14,099 children attend-

ing them.: Has Edinburgh so many- public
schools for the instruction of those clusses? T
doubt it.” Berling with a population about.
double that of Rome, has only 264 schools,
Rome has also her university, with an average
attendance. of 660 students; and the Pupal
States, with a population of 2§ milliens, con-
tain seven universities. - Prussia, witl a popu-
lation of 14 millions, has but seven,  These
are amusing statistical facts—and instructive as
well a8 amusing—whuen we remember the bonst-
ing and glorying carried on a few years back,
and even to this day; about the Prussinn eduen-
tional system for the people, and the establish-
ment of governmental schools, and enforcing by
pulice regulation the school attendance of the
children of*the lower clusses.

s e statistienl fuct, that Rome has above a
hundred scheols more than Berling for a popu-
lation little more than half of that of Derlin
puts to tlight a world of humbug nbout s
of national education enrricd on by governments,
and their moral ciieets on society. Tt is asked,
what is taught to the people of Rome by all

stems

these . schools? —precisely  what s taught
at o Berlin,—reading,  writing, - arithmetic,

ious doctrine,”

aeograph, history, languages, rel

—(Noles of u Traveller on the sociul un(lpo[i(icﬂ
state of France, Prussia, Seitzerland, Jtaly and
other purts of Furope during the present century.):
The tearned Professor, of course, singled out
Spain for special eensure; yeb we sce that Mr.
Laing does not except bub specially includes
that country in.his good account of Catholic
cducation, and we know that the Ofiice, of
Public Instruction al Madrid, just before the fall
of Isabella’s throne, published some interesting
official returns relative to the libravies and
schools in the kingdom. According to {hege
documents the national tibraries in Spain con-
tainud 1,166,505 volumes, thus divided:—DLi-
Lrary of Mudrid, 300,000 ; Central University,
300,000 ; Barcelona, 136,000 ; Snlamancy, 53,0005
atme and” Majorea, 35,000 ; Mahon, 11,000,
The archives nt Simancas consisted of 70,278
packages of manusceripts, of varjous sizes, and
those at Alcala de Tlenares of 35,160, "F'here
were at that period 10 universitics in Spain for
enernl instruction, 11 for fine arts; 1 jor music,
2 for manufuctiires, 1 for- diplomacy, 5 for com-
meree, 17 for navigation ; 27,000 infant or free
schools, and 77 institutions for training {eachers,
The amount giving by government for public
instruction for the year 1868-69 was 23,000,000
reals, to which the communes throughout the

kingdom added 110,000,000 reals,



