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archeologist of the eighteenth centlury,
wus forced to confess that he had only
met with one insceription recording the
deceased to have been’ @ freedman,
“During the thirty years T have studied
their cemeteries,” he writes, “1have
only found one inscription in which we
road the profession of freedman.”

Ldmond Le Blant had “only met
with {wo which mention slave or freed-
man as applied to & Christian summoned
fefore his God.”

De Rossi, who in thirty years has
mads more dizcoveries in the Roman
Catacombs than his predecessors had
in two centuries .writes:  “In the
new  Christimi socicty . freemen  and
slaves were brothers and. served the
same God together. Amongst the faith.
ful of the Roman Church the spirvit of

fraternity triumphed over that spirit of

pride which infested the social institu-
tions of Republic and Empire. We find
an eloquent proofof this in the thousands
of epitaphs found in the calacombs,
which preserve a religious silence con-
cerning the ‘vondition . (when in the
flesh) of the departed. =~ Were they
slaves ? freedmen ? - They do not say,
1 have never met an undoubted mention
of slave; very rarcly and exceptionally:
of freedman; whilst we cannot read ten
Pagan cpitaphs of 'the same period
without finding the designation slave,
freedman.” , -
It must not be supposed that this ab-

sence of all mention.in the Church of
thestate of servitude was after any law of
the Church. Ttwasstronger than Jaw be-

cause it sprung as alogical deduction
from first (Christian) principles, and so
thoronghly was it carried out, that it
required no law to enforce 1. *°
But there was another way wherely
1he Church opposed, and opposing des-
troyed slavery. Hitherto we have seen

her raising the glave ‘to the equality of

freeman—{evelling up ; we haveé noiv to
note the opposite process levelling down
the Roman putrician and matron to the
servitude . of  Christ—servi et ancille
Dei.  And as in the ease of levelling up
it was through a jogical deuunction from
a first principle (viz. : Christian equality
and fraternity) that she cflected -her
object, s0 in this case of levelling down
it 35 through a logical deduction from a.

first, Christian principle—humility, that
shie worles her end.

[t is almost Tmpossible at this period
of the world’s history to understand
fully the tremendous counter-movement
of Christinn humility against Pagan
pride ~which pervaded the primitive
Chureh, Mo the senseless excessus of
Pagan pride which amounted to un-
reason, the Church opposed the folly of
himilily, jost asto thesenseless excoess-
es of Pagan voluptuonsness she opposed
what St Paulealls the folly of the Cross;
or mortifieation. Thisshows itsell’oven
intheirchristinn names, The first Christ-
ians received often at baptism a - name
Ly which they were to be known in tho
Church, whilst in the Pagan world they
retained  their legal name. . Some of
these assumed names are touching in
their  beauty—Wisdom, IFaith,  lLove,
Hope, Light, Peace, &e.,~whilst others
springing from this desire of sciftabase-
menti, are in a certain sense repulsive:
Injurions, Calummious,  Insupportable,
Senscless, Mean, Beast, Fetid.  Othors
again were taken in order to preserve
the memory. of a former abject stute,
such  as = Projeclus, Projectn, (easty
away, or child found on the strect—
Wail’or stray as our modern voeabulary
—has it) and Servus, Fugitivas,  (Slave,
Fugitive)’ /

So thoronghly indeed did the Christian
idea change the Pagan meaning of this
word slave, that with Christinns it held
exactly - the opposite meaning to that
which it expressed Lo the Pagan mind.
What Pagan  moralist would = have
oftered voluntary slavery as the highest
ambition of man ? :

“Te that will be first amongst you,
shall be yoursiave:” said. Christ.

What  Pagan  priest ~would have
thought of comparing even the lowest
of his gods to a slave ¥« Jesus Christ
has taken the lorm of a slave,” says
St. - Paul. “Jesus  Christ  mudo
himselt ‘the slave of ‘slaves” says
St. Augustine.  What, Pagan. philoso-
pher would have written to his disciple
1 Lecome your slave ?” “We are made
your glaves in. the name of Jesus'
Christ,” wrote St. Paul. to the Corinth-
fans 1 “ Our ~Lord has made me the
slave of the people of ILippo,”. wroto
St. Augustine. What pontifex maximus
of the Pagan hierarchy would have




