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No. 5.

THE SCRIPTTRAT DOCIRINE OF GOOD
WORKS.

" 1. Regeneration is a primary doctrine of
Christianity. It is the being boruto a new
life by the power of a new religion—usher-
ed into a new world of thoughts, affections,
relations and obligations. Now all these
are comprised by an apostle, in that very
phrase whose import we are considering;
as a single passage will sufficiently show—
1ph. ii. 10.—¢ For we are his workmanship,
vrealed in Christ Jesus unlo good worls, which
Cod hath before ordained that we should
walk in them.”  ‘The ordaining purpose of
Gad, the regenerating power of Christ, aund
tlic character of the new workmanship, or
the Christian himself, are here expressed by
that one term—* goad works.”?

Q. Fuaith is a primary doetrine, a vital
prineiple of Cliristianity.  Observe the eon-
nexion in which it stunds, aud what is de-
clared essential o make it a ground of ho?c.
s What doth it profit, my brethren, though a
mun say he hath faith, and Tiave not works ?
Can faith save him?? % Yea, 2 man may
gay, thou hast faith, and [ have works ; show
me thy faith without thy works and I will
show “thee my faith by my works.”> #Ye
see then bow that by works noman is justifi-
ed, and not by faith only”*—%Tor as the
body without the spivit is dead, so faith
without works is dead ulso,*? These are
remarkable deelwrations, though very fami-
liar, ‘Chiey leave no voom for doubt,  They
give no permiszion lo exalt faith above
works: They make the-latter quile fs im~
poriant; to say the least, asthe former.  Or,
what is nearer the truth and wore to our pur-
pose, they make faith and works insepara-
hle, identical.  The apostle represents even
the prineiple that actuated Abraham, as of
works, wnd declares that his faith was made
perfect by works, and that he himsell was
# justified by works.”?

3. Juslificalion. This, though a Seriptural
term, has been so darkened by words with-
out knowledap, that it may be better here to
use a more common and intelligible term ;
as pardon or acceptance. And here we
might adduce some striking pussages {tam
the 014 Testament. Al those which ex-
press this seutiment of Isaiah, are to the
point :— Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; aud
let him return unto the Lord, and he will
have merey npon him 5 and to onr God, and
Ie will abundantly pardon.”?  Izckiel tells
us that the man who turneth from his sins,
«“and doeth that which is lawfn) und right,”
shall surely live.  Why, or Liow shall he
live? ¢ In his righteousness that he hath
done he shall live;® yea, *if he docth
that which is lawful and right, he shall save
his soul alive,’’~—a miost pointed and em-
;‘)ha\ic assurance. XYassing 1o the New
Testament, we find Paul deelaring, that
there is * glory, honor, and peace fo every
man that worketh gool.?”>  We find him ap-
pealing exultingly to his own past life, men-
tioning his goud works as if they had some-
thing to do with his hopes and his reward.
47 have fought a good fight, T have finished
iny course, I have kept the fuith ; Lienece-
forth there is laid up for me a erown,” &e.
We find Cornelius, a heathen not then con-
veried, called a devout man, on account of
his past deeds, and miraculously assured
that his good works had been marked and
accepted 3 ¢ thy prayers and thine alms e
comie up lora meinorial before God.>?  From
this fact we f{ind Peter drawing the same
inference that we draw, aud in the same
Janguage—*¢ in every nation he that feareth.
God and worketh righieousness is accepted
with him.?? We find numerous declarations,
like one already cited, which show that the
final reward will turn upon the works done.
< God will ¥ender 1o every man according to
his deeds ¢ Every man shall teceive his
own reward according to his labor.??---¢ We
must all appear before the judgment seat of
Chiist, that every one miay roceive the
things done in his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

‘

MYSTERY.

The world is full of mysieries. The
chamber in which the infunt opens its eyes,
is a universe of wmysteries.  The father’s
voice, the mothier’s smile, veveal to it slowly
the mysterious world of the ailections.
The child solves many of these iysteries;
but as the cirele of knowledoe s enlurged,
its viston is always bounded by « wall of
mystery.  The sun that wakens it at morn-
ing wud again at night, looks into its window
to bid it firewall 5 the tree that shades its
home, and into whose brauches the birds
come and sing before the dews are dr
the clowd with shining edges that moves
acress the sky, calm and stately like the
chariot of un angel ;—all are mystéries. Nay,
to the grown-up man there 35 not a thing
which the hand touches, or on which the
eve rests, which is not enveloped in nys-
tery. ‘The flower that springs at my toot,
who lius revealed the wonderful seeret of
its organization 7 s roots shoot down, and
leaf and flower rise up and expand into the
infinite abyss of mystery. We e like emi-
arants travelling through an unknown wil-
derness. They stop at night by o strean of
water, they tether thelr horses and set up
their tent and build a fire. And as the
{lames rise up, all within the cirele of a few
rods aronnd is distinet and elear in its lioht.
But beyond and bounding this, rocks dimly
seen, and trees with vague outline stoop for-
ward to the blaze ; and beyond, the branches
ereak, and the waters murmuar over their
bed, and wild and unknown animals how)
i the dark veadm of nizht and silence.
Such is the tizht of man’s kuowledge, and
s01sit. bounded by the infinite realm of)
myslery.

The world then is full of mysteries.  But
so.far as religion is eoncerned, it has chanc-
ed most unhappily that men have made
articles of fuith out of mysteries, made them
the wost importaut artieles, aud looked on
religion as if its muin purpose were to intro-
duce mysteriez into the world,  From these
things have arisen much of the idle theology
and many of the miserable disputes thut
have disgraced Christendom.  That which
is the most important fuct practicaliy inthis
subject is this, viz., that there ure less mys-
teries in the world now than there were be-
fore Christianity.  Christianity has not ad-
ded to the number of mysteries, but has
lessened their number.  And not only this:
those which it has done away were of the
most important character o man. We
would repeat, that the number of mysteries
in the world now, is not so great as before
the coming of Christ; that Natuye has more
mysterics than Revelation.

Bulore that time, death and a foture life
were euveloped in mystery. Where are
the dead ? Do they yet live ? and do they
love? Tarents and children, with breaking
hearts, asked these questious s but neither
priest nor oracle could give an answer; the
tembs were silent, and fromr the heavens
cume no voice of reply,

But this mystery no longer exists: Cluis-
tianity has done it away. The dead live
and ll)\ey love. 8o far as the great truth of
a {uture life is concerned,; it is revealed,
and stands as clear before us as the moun=~
tain, fiom whose wooded sides the mists are
rolled away by the rising sun.

The character of God, before the coming
of Christ, was unkuown. YWhat is the cha-
racter of this power, or of these powers,
above me? It is the most important ques-
tion that a human being can ask, for on it
his destiny turns. But all before Christ’s
time was uncertain. From the ferocious
religions of the North, to the sensual and
luxurious religions of- the Seuth, & thousand
answers were given, The wisest sage, when
he approached this subject,was lost in doubt.

All was miystery: but Christianity has
removed the mystery that swrrounded the
character of Deity. {t has disclosed that
Me is o Futher.  And by the light of his
divine word, we read history and expe-
rience and our own hearts aud the world
aronnd us, and we know that e is 2 Fa-
ther. The mist, the mystery has sunkto the
emrthy and the sun, fullorbed, shines clear
in the heavens~—E, Prabody.

RELIGIOUS REEFORM.

This auticipaied improvement of Chyis-
tianity must consist, I apprehend, in it
plification ; in leaving out of the Chris
fatth what does not belong to it 3 in separat-
itg from its true principles the human addi-
tions that have grown upon them; in mak~
ing i, in shoit, wore intelligible, more rea-
zonahle, and wore agrecable to the nniversal
natural feelivgs of mankind.  The great
end will be accomplished when the Su-
preme Being is looked np to as a Father,
equal in his regards, aud cternally and un-
clhungeably benignant ; when Jesus Christ
is bulieved in s the messenger of the Di-
vine iove and the example of hwnan good-
ness; when men shall estecm and treat one
anothier as brethren, having the same rights
and expectutions 3 and when the world to
come shall be contemplated as a scene of
perfect justice, but o ‘scene also of trium-
phant merey.  These arve the great prin-
ciples of the Gospel.  To these all reforma-
tion tends.  One afier another they are
conceded in coutroversy. They are more
or lezs promoted by all discoveries in Bib-
lical literature.  They are shadowed Jorth
in all schemes of philunthiopy, all improve-
ments in judicial scieuce, and all the ad-
vances of legislation.  They forn that ge-
neral religion which all men of all nations
and ayes, whose minds are awake amd ae~-
tive, may receive, and o wihich they may
be nnited ; and the union of mankind, not
i an entire creed, but in an undivided
heuart,—not in cerenouies, but in charity,~—
is both the diifl of all social improvement
aud the desian ol Clristianity, which was
claraeterised by an unwilling prophet as
lavine for its end fo juin ¢in one the chil-
dren of God seattered abroad.?  1gnerauce
and prejudice and bigotry divide mankind ;
knowledge, aud reason, und good nature
bring then together, aud for mutual benelit
The late increased acquaintunce with the
powers of nature, and the suceessful appli-
cition of themn to purposes of utility, temd to
form the human race into one graud comn-
wunity, one happy family,~to maks the
bounties of nature, the produets of industry,
and the aequisitions of the mind commmon,
and, Ly consequence, to dissolve anti-social
confederacies, whether for guin or power,
to reudet tyranuy less tolerable and less
practicable, and to diminish the notives

nifying the weighty matters of the law ??
above ¢ the tithiug of herbs, the anise and

the cummin?? of crecds and ceremonies,
These essentinl doctrines-~-rational  and

thersfore Christian, moral and  thereforo

powerful---are the spirit of trath, the spirit

of God. All the vitality and power of every

schetwe of faith s owing to them, though

they may be overlooked, and even for a

time buried, in the huge mass of populac

belief. When decomposed and disembo-

died, they will act with greater encrgy and

praduce purer wud wider social happiness.

Christianity will then, in and by them, bo

glorified, and it will be acknvwledged Ly

wise and candid men that a scheme of doe-

trine which will dear this reduction to the

simaplicity and purity of reason, which will

be more like the original Gospel us itis

thus reformed, and which, in its simplest

and purest state, will be most eflicacious in

promoting love to God and good serviee {o e
mau, has within itself a witness of its trath,

@ witness strengthening with the succession

of ages---for Thue sweeps away error and

delusion---and growing with the vigour and

activity of the huwman mind, before which

all tolly and fulsehood wre deomed finally

to perisle—dspland.

¢ CoxTENTMENT is the sweetest spice,”? tho
proverb says.  So it is, and the rarest, It is
uot o be had atany of the shops—net but that
the keepers may Lave it for hote cousmnp-
tionr 3 but it s not suleable, though a primo
article. We know a good woman who said
she tried and tried to get contented with -
things but in vain, till ene day all at once,
she determined notto try amy more, and be
satisfiedd without ii—and the very image of
content she has been eversinee. ” Now there
is the seeret—you will never oet content-
ment for the huntingofit. 1t isthe reflaction
of the peaceful heavens in the ealm waters
of the soul, and one mirght rew his fishboat
frons wll the coves of Thonght and Endeavour
1 the semotest shores o Accomplizhiment,
and not find the image he sought, in all the
way.  But let him ship his oars of anxiety,
and (loat serenely on the tide of Heavenw’s
Will, and the sky-broad beanty of adeep
content will be universal in his soul. That
is it 5 10 be willing to get along without it.
But for a man o he contented, iz not to bo
50 at peace with things as not 1o bring the

and to augment the difficulties of war
These discoveries and inventions, so many
of them coineident, seem, like the nearly
conteniporaneous invention of the mariner’s
compass, the discovery of the new world,
and the acquisition of the art of printing, to

form a new era in the history of mankind;
and as the former era was the commence-
went, may not this be the. revial, of the re~
formation of the Chuistiau religion 7 Foritis
not by accident that philosophical discove-
rivs and literary improvements are uniled,
in point of time, with eceleziastical reforms ;
they ail spring from the same source, the
natural vigour of the human wind setling
strongly in one direction 3 as they all flow
to the sume end, the glory of God and the
happiness of man, and the gloyy of God in
the happiness of man. There is not in re-
ality a soond maxim in reasoning or sei-
ence, or a just conclusisn from history, or a
tuth built upon human nature, which does
not agree with the grand moral principles of
the Gospel, us before deseribed, and which
does nol directly or indireetly point {o them,
They have been spoken of, indeed, by
those that make and those that bow down
to and worship erceds, the worst idols that
have come ont of human hands, as generaliz-
el Christionity, as if all essential trath
were not a generalization or induction from
particulars.  Did not one apostle generalizé
religion when hie resolved it all into the
voyal law of equity 2---did not another ge-
neralize it when he declared the end of the
law 2and the beginning of the Gospel comn-
mandrent to be charity out of a prive heart ?
---and did. not our Lord himself generalize
it when he declared all the law and pro-
phets 16 be summed up and fulfilled in the
love of God and the love of man? Here is
divine authority for setiing up great prin-

ciples above forme and ‘detuils,~=-for nuug-

crooked into shape, but to be so satisGed with
himself as not to quarel with the work after
he has dene all he ean jto be satisfied, even,
thit he has got something to do g for if any-
thing was perfeetly satisfuctory to besin with
we shoald {ind a dul) world of it when the
uovelty wore off.  The best recipe for con-
tent is to be doing something that will inake
the world better, not trying to gret contented
—but muking men bappy.~-Charler Oak.

A Story witir A Moran.~~When Charleg
the Second chiurtered the Royul Society, it
is narrated of hirg, that he was disposed to
give the philosuphers o royal, but at the
samo time a wholesome lecture.

“Why is itymy Jords and gentlemen,* said
hey ““that if you fill a vessel with water to
the very brim, so that it will not hold a.
single drop more, yet putting a turbot into
the water 1t will not overflow the vessel? ??
Many were the sage conjectures j that the
fish wonld drink as much water as compen-
sated for his own bulk—that he condensed
the water to that amount---that the ajr blad~
der had sumething to do with the phenomena
---and a lundred others which were pro-~
ponnded and abandored in their turn, much
to the wnusement of the merry monarch.
At length, Mr. Wren, (afterwards Sir Chrig-
topher) modestly asked, “But is your Ma-
jesty sure that such wonld be the case ?9?
“Aye, there,”” exclaimed his Majesty laugh-
ing, ¢ youhave it ; always, gentlemen, find
ont i a thing be true, before you procesd 1o
account for ity then 1 shall not he ashamed
of the Charter I have given you.”?

¢ No Chureh has, nor have all churches
together, any authorily lo mdke arlicles of
JSuith,  Jesus Christ was the author and
finisher of the faith; to which nothing can
be added and from which nothing can Le

tuken.>*~--Bishop Sherlock.
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