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Foi' sotie time f lave limiuired iito the
diflfreiit laws and eistois relating to pre
scriptionis, the. duties of pgractitioners and
cihtiiists to t-le publie, aid to tlat of pat-
enit imiecicinies. At tlie last meetiig of
the Biitisi gliedical Association . gaVe
notice of motions relating to tLe two lit-
ter suibjects. Sinice Liei I iam e tioved lic
furtler, because Lhe question lias been tînt
to le, Is tiere ity ise ii tiyiig tu stol
the supply of poisontous patent iniedicinîes
wiei at tue satie timte equally (aingeitrouis
medicinîes cai bc supplied by cemlciists,
eitier by tieir iepeatiig practitiotor'
prescription or by prescribing aid supply-
ing proprietry or otlier dangerous iiedi-
cines ? Tierefore, mly point is tihitt unitil
practitioiers atid clieimists decide as to the
neccessaLy of retamimîîig tLie presnPtionand
refuîsinig to compouind itl upon a second oc.
casion, uniless iistructed to do so by the
practitioner, amnd unttil we come to sone
practical fiiding as to dispensing practi-
tioners and prescribiing ciemists, we iad
betteîr nîot iiake any attempt for a repeal
of Ut îiedicinie Staiip Act. We kiow
that large <uaitities of ciloral, clloro-
foii, landanumuî, anld chloiodynle, and suchi
like dangerous drugs, are coisiied
tirougi tLhe repeatiiig, aîd infiilitun, of a
prescription, or throiugl the consu i ipt ion
of proprietar-y ndine.Tis supplies
a formlit of trading whiicih is as inuci to be
condemieid as the action of Lhe )ublliacLnl
who supplies alcoliol to the itebriated.
To viomn titen does aprescription belong i

hlie pr-act-itioiei, cieimist, anid patient, I
at told, eaci lay c!laiit to it. 1 iold tiat;
it i tie property of Lhe practitioner, aid
tiat it is simply a wtritten instruction to
the ciemist fromî the practitioner ; it is as
tiucit so as is a Iote froml a practitioier to

an instrument, maker, in wiicl directions
are given as to tie making of a splintt.
Tie fact tia tie directions are in Latin
shows that, it is naot foir the patient. We
know that tie superscriptioni, subscrip-
tion, anid inscription rend thus :-" Let
the compounder take " so and so ; II let
him mnake" so aid so : let the patient
take." Ail tiese directions, bc it observ-
ed, are to tie ehemtîist, and not to the pa-
tient. It lias beei suggested tIat a pire-
scription be wyrittenl in English. J iope
the Latin style vill be retained. If prac.
titioniers bc periitted to pass the exaiiiin-
ing bodies unliable to write a prescription
accurately in Latin, titis is to ti discred.
it of tiese bodies. It is furtier importait
tiat ve retain tie L'ctin, as we imlay wisi
to conceal tie namnes of ingredients ; also
iecaise a prescription written in Latin
cait ie uiderstood tirougliout the civiliz-
ed world. T have elsewhîere pointed out
that if a prescription is iot tiie property
of te practitioner lie lias no riglt to de-
face its lie would, for instance, not, poz-
sess the power to write across it the words,
Il not toe rc peated," a very ntccessary in-
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juictioin whel prescribin oruph îia, ihli -
ai and otier dangerous reiiiedies. Now ià
is vIl i nIn tihat a practitionier pUssve
ses tiiis riglht, tluts siowing tiat iL dues
not give away lis future control of the
pr escription. Last January this tpoint,
was settled in ermaiy, bv il beiig enact-
ed biy law%, Liat, a preripti contaiing
certantIl reiedies iust, lot be dispensed oi
a second occasion witiout tiue express con.
sent of thie prautitioner. In tis country
thtere is no0 law uon tlie su bjct, an d
tiherefore we fail bîac k un licuston ; the
euisto i ies , in one case ldiciie it
self is supplied by te practitioner, yet
here no presciption or copy of it i. g;ven
to patients, ani remiieiberinig tihat about
tiree aind a liaif n illion of persnns belong
ing to friendly societies and siek clubs are
-'upplied in thtis way it is - et mlgg t-
ment.. (Ifere, T wouild say, it woNid he
iiiucl better if tie imedical otlicers to sickc
clubs contracted to supply iedical treat-
ment onily, leaving Uie clubs to contract,
w tih icthîisL, foi tit, ý.f ,di
cinles.) Agaili, wen a practitioier atr-
range-s wit.i a chiit>ist, to dispelse miiedi-
ciles for lis patients, the cemîist dos
inot give tle prescri :tion to ti ltieit.
Also the meidical stailf of chmaities do noct,
supply tlei. It would le of little use,
as frequently stock mixtures aid certain
fornimihue are used.

If n1o agiceiment cai be made betweeni
practitioiers and clieimiists, tien the prac-
t.itionîer will be acting withiii lis righs if
lie lias prinlted on Uh piescription paper
tie words - tbe retained by tie themist."
li tiines gone by, wiin tie ciiist liard-
ly existed, and whien tie apothecary made
up I)rescri)tionts, woc make take it, they did
give ticim to tii patients.

T have heard it stai.ted iat the patient
pays tie practitioier for tie prescription.
lT the first place tie patient seldoi pays
for eitier the prescription or treatnent !
i ail cases, liowever, the patient pays for
tiet ·tdvice given. If he paid foi the pre-
scription, tien wien nîo prescriptioni, but
onîly advice is givei, the patient imtighît
refuse to pay. 1 may say 1 have len re-
fused paymient of a fee because T did nlot
write a prescription. Tiere was a Utile
wlien the practtîitner could cliarge onîly
foi drigs, aid lot foi trelatmeit, liait
wh'ien oceans of phîysic were poured int
the niifortuniate patient, because this was
the oily way of securing p:iymeit.

There are otier icasons for r'etaininîg a
prescriptioii besides tat it contains d:ait
gerous and poisonous drugs, one i?, that
wien a patient finds Uiat le dcrives bente.
fit lie tends te prescription to his frieids.

•This is unjust to Uie practitioner. An.
otier is that in titis age of r'unning after
ciieap articles Lhe patient goes to somte
drug store and obtains muedicine whiicl
will do hlim no good, whîile the doctor's
reputation suffers. Again, t ie przactitiei-
er complains thlat lie receives, or is proim-
ised a fee of 2s. Gd., and iever agaii sees
the patient, wlhile tie cliemnist may repeat
the mixture on several occasions: tiis
again is unfair. It is all very well foi
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tie duutui h i.. paid .. two gunt f.-
"cashi down."

Ity alil nwans.' L t Lithe fitaimm. ially superior

praetitione r aopt anly plai ie cIooses,
onliy IL imust. not be forced ulponi ls ail. IL
imay be asked, sups t lie patient leave
a localit-Y anld wvish to continue takzing
tLie iiedicinle, lire ulie ciemt ist siouild re-
fer thle patient to tihe practitionler. As to
Lie "l repeating of prescriptions '" this cati
readily be settled by writin g suchi words
as "n Sot to be re'telhreIil."Ti$
is ali I siall say regard itg te owiershilp
of pie u-ipt.is and tlie duty of tie
cliemt ist in itot r'epeating th mliedicinec uit.
cil dieeied. It is a point whiîicl imiiist be
settled sooner or later-if so, dieu tLe
woune:1 the better.

Next as regards dispensing practitiers
an md pw'sv ibiag t.b ti Gc rmlaitny,
1France aid i Lty the iaws enlact tliat unless
in exceptional cases the practioier shail not
dispense, ntor' tie cieimists prescribe.
lt tlis country Lhe apotiecaries
al, hrat, only dhapen ed, but after
wvards bugan Lo treat, sickness. The
Pliarmiiacy Act of 1868 eiacts
Lat Li chntist, "is to k'eep Open

sh top for t-he coIIIpountidiniig of tle prescrip-
tionîs of dui ly qualified inwd'îl icl practition-
vrs," wiiie Section 1 ( states tiat, registra.
tion uinier tiiis Act, ''suail notenttiLeiany

persol so registered to practice itmedicinie
or surgery." Uiforctunlately somte do0
piescr*ibe foi' sick persons. Formerly, noc
doubt, the uld apotihecary treated tie
sick poor; but now thl sick poor arc so
Uiotutglh pi id-d foir by medical chari-
ties thtat tihis excuse is -of nto valuie. Tt
las been suggested tLat, practitioners

shtouhlu combilne to establisl depots in
every towi fromîî wiici miîedicies would
be supplied witliout tie aid of the clhemt.
ist. Ti'lis would onliy be repeating wlat
Lie College of PIhysicians did in the

eihenhcenitury, whlena, being- dissatis-
lied withi the apoticcaries for their pre-
scribin1g, tley opened a dispensary in
Warwick Lane for the sale of medicinles
: thie poor at cost price. To do so now

would bc a tetrograde movement. If we
acted in titis vay I hope cliemuists would
retaliate.-Br. «ml Col. Drukiggist.

BAaut Act riu.mi G.ui.r,c vçi> Ttw"ir
Act is. -On adding a warn solution of gail-
lie acid to a warmiî mixture of zinte powV.
der and ater of ammonia, and keping
for séverai lhours at 'a temuperature of G0'
o., the gallic acid wili be entirely convert-
ed into benzoic acid. Tannint unider siimi-
lar conditions is lirst ciIanged to gallic acid
and furtier into beizoie acid.

"P''or..'ro.o" cf Todine is recommend-
ed (Bull. Soc. Roy. Piar.) as a desirable
substitute for tie tincture, as beinig more
stable and resorbable. The iodine is dis.
solved in tlie Ieast possible amounitof etier,
andi tLhien added to Lhe parallin oil (liquid
petrolatum). A. 5-per cent. solution is
tlie strongest vihichm cant11 be iide, a larger
proportion of iodylne crystallizing out.


