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Pharncoutical Uses of Extract
of Malt.

IIV JEAN GOnRDON, Pnl. :

Altihouigh the use of extrac, of alt. as
nliltsifying aget, and as a vehicle foir

variious remedie is fi(.qtelltly mentioied
lin journals and phainticai works,
and manufactuing ciemis..s have put up.
oni the mark'et. a very large iuiber of
mixtures or emulsions of malt extract, witi
cod liv-e'r oil, soie of theim so prepared as
to bc quite agreeable to the taste, yet T ai
not aware that, the dispens'ing pharmlacist
ias availed himaself to any extent of ils
advantages iii preparing msixtures wien
insoluable substances are to be suspended.
I was first led to experimîent withi it, o
bcing asked by a physician to prepare au
emliîulsion of wpIithalin and to make it as
pleasatit as possible. The sligit solubility
of napthalin in water renders iiost of its
mixtures very unpleasatt, and after try-
ing mnany experimlients it, occurred to mle
thaat extract of malt mnigit be used, it not
seemauing to possess sulicienit medicinal ac-
tivity to cause its use to bc objectionable
in the very smajll proportion nîecessary to
foim a good tixture. After rubbing he
iplithalin ini a iîortar to a very fine pow-
der, a deliaite quantity of malt extract is
tihei added gradualny, and tritur ated tuni-
til a perfectly simlooth mixture is obtained.
The substance is now suspeiided, but the
muixttare is 1oo thick to pour i<el fromi the
bottle , it i-, tlien diluted iy tie additinu
of ant equal volume of wild cherry, whicl
not onily renders the mixture fluid enoughl
to pour out easily, but also imtparts to it
atn agreeable ilavor. The higher specifie
gravit.y of the mait extract, causes thie
particies of the napitialin to remlaii sus-
pended, and its viscidity, even wien di
luted one-ihaf, is sufiicient to prevent it
froma floating on the top iluntil afterstand-
ing for somae tinie, wien sligit agibation
'will restore a unifori mixture. Tu an
eiuilsion of napithalin with m1uciiage of
acacia, a very large proportion of acacia
must be used, and aft. tanding fo I somne
tours the naphathalin will be seen at tie

bottoma of the bottie, and it is oiy after
the mnost vigorous siaking tiant a snooth
mixture can be restored. if at all, it being
very dillicult to dislodge the sediiet.
Coimîpressed tablets of naphthlin are pre.
pared, but oi accouait of it.s bukiness and
the large dose somuetimes used, it is tint a
substance exactIv suited to that forii of
audinuistrationi, if by any' mants a preparm-
tion can1 he obtained dit will to Soit e de
grec matask the strong odor and taste.

Tu extract of malt it seelis to b. less
solule thit in syrup, or mucilage of
acacia, the mitr utdescribed h8aving.
scarcely any of t lae odor and even less of
the t e of naphthali u!cs leld on tIl
tongue itiil il, lans beein partly dissolved
* by the fluids of the moinuth. It was iot
the purposo of t le playsicizan to administer
a muedicital dus of malt,lience onsly a suf
ficient quantity w.-as used to iake a satis-
factory pieparation--five grains of fiiely

powdered naphthalin beiaig contained in
one fluid drai.

Soume of the resilnous substances mnost
frequently administered in fori of emul-
sion yield with extract of itait iîixtureis
e<ul in ill cases to the acacia e ittdsions,
and, in mltost instances, more agreeable to
thge taste, and of iore attractive appear-
ance. Thae unsigitly appeart.ice of both
the tinîctture and resin of guaiae wheni mtadt
ianto an euitilsion witi acacia is well known
to every pharmacist, and it is Ia remiedy
which is frequently prescribed. I t would
secim tob lau wort mli taiakingD an elfort to ii-
prove 1upon1 the old elitision. Witl thie
Tincture qf (uaiac a good maixtue cati be
made by stirriig together, in a graduate,
equal miteastuies of extract of malt and
afterwards titcture of guaiac, gradually
atded ; care must be taken tiot to allow
the tincture to coite in direct contact with
the sides of the graduate, and it is wveIl to
take the precaution to first wet the sides
with the extract and syrup before hie ad-
dition of the tincture. Thei mixture obt-
tained in tihis way, whiile not as brighat in
appearance as eithler the malt extract or'
the syrup, dioes not asstiume the bluisih col-
or of the gttiut emaulsion. After statding
for a day it separates into two layers, the
lower transparent and bright, the upper
oie haaving a slightly curdled appearance,
but a slight shake of the bo tie suflices to
cause the layess 0 t ix again. That the
gtainc is contained in both layers T have
determined by setting aside a portion in a
tatrrow tube until the two layers lad
forined and exatiiniig thein both ; thie
lower onte becomes opaque by the addition
of water, but-glass tubes or gradtuates con-
taining it eani be made perfectly clear and
buiglt by simply rinising with cold water,
thus siewingl that the resin htas been tlak-
en up or enulsionized by the extract of
iaIlt.

Witlh the Riin q Cnaiac the imetlod
imust be sligitly difflerent. Ilt siould be
first ttubb>ed thorottgiy in a mortar withl
the cxtract of tnalt until a smtooth paste
is obr'ainîed, after whiclh suflicient of the
syrup of wild cherry is added to aake the
tmixture fluit again.

With Tinciure qff .isafetidla a mixture
is obtained in the saime maitier as witih
tincture of guaaiac, but to prepare a mix-
ture froin the guma resin, it is best to iub
it first in a anortar with a sinall quantity
of hot water to formua a paste, then add the
malt and syrup alternîately in stmail por-
tions; it cati easily be made to contaii 8
per cent.-double tlie strength of the U.
S. P. 31istura Asafæutidm. An advanitagie
of tiis over the olicial tmtixturce is, that it
does not lave tie exceedingly disagreeable
smaell of thelIatter and the taste is less un-
pleasant. Like the mixttues -imentioned
before the addition of water renider it,
opaque.

For the administration of the tincture
and fluid extractof Canmwbis lmflica, mait
extract answers very well , %w ith these lire-
parations the best restait is obtainaed 'witl
the followiig proportions:

1.t T in cua i d .in.:. . .. . 1 nz.
ttrac. Mai ..... , t d.

.Syrup~'ai Pruni V'irgiiana:e .,.... 4 oz.
With Copalnit it is necessary to proceel

much the saiie as i mtaaking an ordiiry
emaaulsion, startinig witl a siall portion of
the extract of malt in a iorLtr and add-
j»" w' Niti trilturtion a.liternitatly portions
of copaiva, uitl and syrup. Tle muixture'c
r'etaints about the coloir of the imiait, foriis
two layeras on standing, but is casily re-
stored by agitation.

WVith other resinous tinectures and fluid
extracts the resuits have beu similar to
those described, the oiesselected for ien-
tion being those we ale called 1upon mîtost
frequently to dispense, and are also typical
resinous substances. Extract of isait, as
prepared by the oflicial process, or as
fotund ini the market preparedI by the vari-
outs manufacturers, is in itself too thick to
dispense as a vehicle, lcec it is nlecessary
to use a diliuent of sotte kind. I hlave se-
lected the syrup of wild cherry for the
pur'pose, because of ilsagrècable taste and
sligIt odor of liydiocyatnic acid. With ait
extiact of malt Imade according to the
direction of tue Pharmacopn:ia, restlts
were obtLuiaied identica with thore froi
the conmnercial extracts ; about the oiy
diffierence nîoticed w'as ini the color of the
uixtures, soute of the commercial extracts
being of a darker color.

Ii soiîtniing up the result of mny work
in thtis direction, it tmîay be said that inl
exterat of malt we have a ready, inexpen-
siv4'and equally gond stIbstitute for acacia
in suspending and mtasking the taste of
disagreabie, resinous and otier insoluble
substances, wherever it.s presence in simali
(ualtity is ntot foutid to interfère witih the
therapeutic action of the substance pure-
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Therapeutic Notes of Interest to
Pharmacists.

nV Il. M. '<wl IP'i.Y, M. )., Pl'. G.

Tait.: rapor of viniegar 'as now< used in the
treatiment of catarirhal as well as mtemtabran.
ous croup. The iedicinal action must be
due to the acetic acid contained in the
vinaegar. Wly iot use t.he acid anud be
doue with itl

Acnc, or what iscoiimonly called "pimu-
pies," is a disease both comion and trou-
bisomie; youlng ladies especially are anxi-
ous tO be relieved of the blemnislh, and re-
sort to all kinds of patent face washes.
To show how iuseless thesear'e, and impress
the necessity of iedical advice, I quote
the folow"ing front the pen of Dr. .1- 1.
Winfield: "It n nearly every case of ace
in the femlaale thera will be fouid soiie
tmenstrual or genital trouble. Almstost all
womnu havuie.a teuporary outbreak ofacne
at. tie ienstrual period, and If tihere is a
clironic r'osacea, it is apt to be aggrtavated
at that timie."

R'c I hamds annoy sote permsos. The
fllowing ointmnent has been proposed to
c.>rrect the trouble and should be applied
at ntiglit:
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