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-‘Pharmaceoutical Uses of Extract
of Malt.

BY JEAN GORDON, PIL, @,

Although the use of extract of malt as
an enlsifying agent and as a vehicle for
-arious remedies is frequently mentioned
in journals and pharmaceotical works,
and manuficturing chemis-s have put up-
on the market o very large number of
mixtures or emulsions of malt extract with
cod liver oil, some of them so prepaved as
to be quite agrecable to the taste, yet Tam
not. aware that the dispensing pharmacist
has availed himself to any extent of its
advantages in preparing mixtures when
insoluable substances are to be suspended.
T was first led to experiment with it on
being asked by a physician to prepare an
emulsion of waphthalin and to make it as
pleasant aspossible.  The slight solubility
of napthalin in water venders most of its
mixtures very unpleasant, and after try-
ing many experiments it occurred to me
that extract of malt might be used, it not
seeming to possess suflicient medicinal ac-
tivity to cause its use to be oljectionable
in the very small proportion necessary to
form a good mixture.  After rubbing the
naphthalin in 2 mortaur to avery fine pow-
der, @ definite quantity of malt extract is
then added gradually, and triturated un-
til a perfectly smooth mixture is obtained.
The substance is now suspended, but the
mixture is too thick to pour well from the
bottle ; it is then diluted by the addition
of an equal volume of wild cherry, which
not only renders the mixture fleid enough
to pour out casily, but also imparts to it
an agreeable (lavor.  The higher specific
gravity of the wmalt extract causes the
particles of the naphthalin to remain sus-
pended, and its viscidity, even when di
Iuted one-half, is suflicient to prevent it
from floating on the top until afterstand-
ing for some time, when slight agitation
will restore & uniform mixture.  Tn an
emulsion of naphthalin with mucilage of
acacia, a very lage proportion of acacia
must be used, and after standing fo r some
hours the naphthalin will be seen at the
bottom of the hottie, and it is ouly after
the most vigorous shaking that a smooth
niixture can be restored, if at all, it being
very diflicult to dislodge the sediment.
Compressed tablets of naphthalin ave pre.
pared, but on account of its bulkiness and
the large dose sometimes uscd, it is not 2
- substance exactly suited to that form of
administration, if by any meaus a prepara-
tion can be obtained that will to son e de

gree mask the strong odor and taste.

Tn extract of malt it scoms to be less
soluble than in syrup, or mucilage of
acacin, the mixture just deseribed having
scarcely any of the odor and even less of
the taste of naphthalin unless held on tle
tongue until it has keen partly dissolved
by the fluids of the mouth. It was not
the purpose of the physician to administer
a medicinal dose of malt, hience only a suf
ficient quantity was used to make a satis.
factory preparation—five grains of finely

powderad naphthalin being contained in
one fluid dram.

Some of the resinous substances most
frequently administered in form of emul-
sion yield with extiact of malt mixtures
equal in all cases to the acacin emulsions,
and, in most instances, more agreeable to
the taste, and of more attractive appear-
ance.  The vasightly appearvance of both
the tincture and resin of guaine when made
into an emulsion with acacia is well known
to every pharmacist, and it isa remedy
which is frequently preservibed. 1t would
seem tobe worth making an ctiort to im-
prove upon the old emulsion. With the
T'ineture of Guaiaca good mixture can be
made by stirring together, in a graduate,
cqual measures of extract of mald and
afterwards tincture of guaine, gradually
added ; care must he taken not to allow
the tineture to come in direct contact with
the sides of the graduate, and it is well to
take the precaution to first wet the sides
with the extract and syrup before the ad-
dition of the tincture. ‘The mixture ob-
tained in this way, while not as bright in
appearance as either the malt extract or
the syrup, does not assume the bluish col-
or of the gumn emulsion.  After standing
for & day it separates into two layers, the
fower transpavent and bright, the upper
one having a slightly curdled appearance,
but o slight shake of the bottle suflices to
cause the layers to mix again.  That the
guaiac is contained in both layers T have
determined by setting aside o portion ina
narvow tube uantil the two layers had
formed and examining them both 5 the
lower one becomes opaque by the addition
of water, but-glass tubes or graduates con.
taining it can be made perfectly clear aud
bright by simply rinsing with cold water,
thus shewing that the vesin has been tak-
cn up or cmulsionized Ly the extract of
malt.

With the Resin of Guaiac the method
must be slightly different. It shouid be
first rubbied thoroughly in a mortar with
the extract of malt until a swooth paste
is oLrained, after which suflicient of the
syrup of wild cherry is added to make the
mixture fluid again.

With Zincture of Asafetida a mixture
is obtained in the same manner as with
tincture of guainc, but to prepare a mix-
ture from the gum resin, it is best to vub
it first in @ mortar with a small quantity
of hot watcer to form a paste, then add the
walt and syrap alternately in small por-
tions ; it can casily be wmade to contain §
per cent.—double the strength of the U.
8. P Misturm Asafatide. An advantage
of this over the official mixture is, that it
does not have the exceedingly disagreeable
smeil of thiflatter and the tasto is less un-
pleasant. Like the mixtures . mentioned
before the addition of water renders it
opaque.

For the administmation of the tincture
and fluid extract of Cannabis Indica, malt
extract answers very well, with these pre-
parations thae best result is abtained with
the following proportions:

R Pincture Cannabis Indice. ..., doz
Entracti Malti Looouanaiiiiii L
Syrupi Prani Virginiame ..., § oz

With Copaive it is necessary to proceed
much the sume as in making an ordinary
cmulsion, starting with a small portion of
the extract of malt in a mortar and add-
ing with trituration alternately portions
of copaiva, malt and syrup. The mixture
retains about the color of the malt, forms
two layers on standing, but is easily re-
stored by agitation,

With other resinous tinetures and fluid
extracts the results have been similar to
those described, the onessclected for men-
tion being these we are called upon most
frequently todispense, and are ailso typical
resinous subsiances.  Lxtract of mnlt, as
prepared by the oflicial process, or as
found in the market prepaved by the vari-
ous manufacturers, isin itself too thick to
dispense as o vehicle, henee it is necessary
to use a dilueat of some kind. T have se-
leeted the syrup of wild cherry for the
purpose, because of its agréeable taste and
slight ador of hydrocyanicacid.  With an
extract of malt made according to the
direction of the Pharmacopaia, results
were obtained identical with those from
the commercinl extracts; about the only
difference noticed was in the color of the
mixtures, some of the commercial extracts
Leing of & darker color.

Tun summing up the result of my work
in this direction, 1t may be said that in
extract of malt we have a ready, inexpen-
sive.and equally gond substitute for acacia
in suspending and masking the taste of
disagrecable, resinous and other insoluble
substances, wherever its presence in small
quantity is not found tointerfere with the
therapeutic setion of the substance pre-
seribed.—dAm. Jour. Phar.

Therapeutic Notes of Interest.to
Pharmacists.

nY 1. M. WIHELPLEY, M. b, PIL G,

Tue vapor of vinegaris now used in the
treatment of catarrhal as well as membrun.
ous croup. The meadicinal action must ve
due to the acetic acid contained in the
vinegar.  Why not use the acid and be
done with it?

dene, or what is commonly called *“pim-
ples,” is a disease both common and trou-
blsome; young ladics especially are anxi.
ous to be relieved of the blemish, and re-
sort toall kinds of patent fuce washes
To show Low uscless these are, and impress
the necessity of medical advice, T quote -
the following from the pen of Dr.J. M.
Winfield:  *“In nearly every case of acne
fn the female there will be found sowme
menstrual or genital troulle.  Almost all
women litvea temperary outbreak of acne
at the menstiual period, and if there is a
clironic rosacea, it is apt to be aggravated
at that time.”

Red hands aunoy some persons.  The
following ointment has been proposed to
correct the trouble and should be applicd
at night:




