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the speeches a unaniiuious resolution %vile adoptcd approving of the
adoption of the Scott Act iii the county, aud pledging persoia and
united effbrb ta carry out that abject.

THE COÏMINO STRUGGLE.

This year is likely ta be specially notcd for a dcadly struggle bctween
the Prohibition and liquor parties in Ontario. Prolîibitionists are closin
up the ranks of the various teniperance clenients, and as far as possible
making their union perfect. Tbey have been grcatly encouragcd by the
incasure af succcss which lias atcndcd the operation of the Scott Act in
this county during the pnst two ),cars, and are working with a1 spirit of vigor
and earncstncss unparalleled in the history of the temperance nioveiflCft ini
this province. The overivbclming majority in favor of the act in Oxford
county reccntly lias also donc nmuch towards incrensing their zeal1 and illing
their brcasts %vith brigbîcer bopes for the future. This unaniiîy of thoughit
and promipt .responsive action seenms ta have awakened the liquor party to
a lively apprehiension of the danger in storc for it, and the Ilsinews of war'
have becn thrown out before the public cyeswith a * lourish quite chnracterist ic
of the inwardness of the îvbole business. This premnonitory symptom of a
conflict beîwcen rigbî, and principle, and the good -àf tbe biu!lan race an
the onc hand, and a lucrative tbough demorilizing trade un the other, is
but the prelude ta ane of the sevcrest and mast uncompromnising strugglcs
ever known. Philanîbropisîs appeal ta the higher, nobler instincts of mien's
natures for tileir verdict uipon the traffic now arrigned for tria), but
the craffic appeals to iwhat? Money 1 This constitutes their "sbincîvs
of war." A fcîv thousand dollars are ta bc spent in cach con
sîiîuency for tbe purpose of filbting the Scott Act. No. flot fighting
the Scatt Act; but filbdng against the principles îvhich clevaxe
mien, îvhich lift thbcm oui of a bondage ivorse ihan slavery, and from a mnen-
tal, moral, and social dcsoiation appaliing as it has been disastrous. In
ane end of the 3cale %vhîch justice, blindfulded, holds in ber hands, we
place (i) the sacred tics %Yhîcb bind men la home, family and friends; (2)
virtue, honor, peace, prosperity, contentnment, bappiness ; (3) cvery temrper-
ance orga- ata itelad()aI bchurcbes (%viîl a few painfual ex-

cepitions); and (5 Ille carnest, pleading bicart-rending cries of the irrecliuîn-
able drunkard for liberty from a thraldomi worse than denth. What shahl
bc put iii tbe other end of tbe scale ? WVbat is there available that cari be
placed tbere ? Notbing but money 1 Tbis is the only portion of the assets
which can be safély put in, the remaiîîdcr is not coniely ta look upon.
Money is tlie omnipotent îlîing, and is supposed by is dcvotecs ta outweigh
the contents of the othcr end of tie scale. Wbat an cstimiatc the liquor
interest makes of the strcngth of ils adversarics wben it presumnes t0 enter
the conflict having far its sole iveapon a fewv tbousand dollars in mnrey i
Is this ta be its sole argumient ? It indeed scems »a be so. There is no
doubt tbaî %vere there anything better we wvould hear of it. But nmoncy
ivas tricd in Oxford and tou uttle purpose save iii thc towns and villages.
lMlch of it %vas used in corIiulitly iiifluencing those isba could bc bought,
and sarne ivas squandered on a few public speakers wbo isere dear at any
price. Tlie bquor party anticipated a victory by a niajority of four or f-
hundred, but ivere confrontcd on the night of tbe clcîjon by a majority of
nearly 8oo on the othc.r side. Sa that the onmnipotent influences they put
ta îvork. ibere ie hardly likcly ta prove any more powcrful elscwherc.-
Ilalto , czu..

THE SCOTT ACT IN HALTON.

'The second ycar of the Scott Act reign has expircd, aîîd during the
pasi year t bans been clearly and satisfactorily detmonstratcd that the Scott
Act can bcecnforccd so as t0 very grcatly decrease the consumption of in-
toxicating beverages, and ibis fact is continually growing more patent ta
cver mind. That the Act has in no ivay injurcd busine.--, aur nierchanîs
are (almost withoul exception) îvilling and rcady ta testify. Business bas
flot lefî the country because îvhiske> is gane. Our Lamniers would consider
it aji insuli if any anc dared ta say thai because 'vhiskcy %vas banishcd they
would go oui of Halton and do business ivherc it could be obîaincd. Trhe

treating systenx, the curse 0f Ille liqiior traffic, is ciîtircly sviped out. I libas
cast tbe cournhy notbing ta enforce tbe A.u, tlîe finles heing more tban sur
ficieni ta mnccl the expenses incurred in its enforcvicnt. 'l'le following
results bave alrcady been acbievcd :-i. The Act can bc cniforced; 2.

Business is not injurvd i3. lIreZtig sysbteix i., killud , .1. There arc no
shbbens; 5. Cosîs tic country inoîhing Io erîforcc the Act; 6. Drinking
anci druîîkenness very niaterially ducreascd , 7. Tbe peupxle of aur county
vcry generally satisfied %vitb tbe Act. We are iiov entering upon the ibird
ycar under the Scott Act, but mie bave nr,ý the sligbtcst apprebiensiaiî tbai
it ivill bc tbe last yeai. I)urîng tbe first six miontbis after the Act caille
inta force cansiderable was saîid about its rcl. I.atcly, however, nothing
bias bins been heard an tbai subjcct, and ive féei alnmost sa-tisfied ibat na
furtbcr action %vill take place iii tbat direction. But in case the mnalter is
taken tip, thiere ib certainly nu p)rubspeLt wlbatcscr of a repcal of tbe Act.
Wherc prohibition bias once bueni fairly and jrci.I>tried, tbe people
svould almost as smon tbink of lîccnsing niurder or aiîy atbcr crinie, as the
liquor traffic, wh'o, while asscrting tbaî prohibitary lawç do not l'roblibit, yet
in thuir uwix interesis oppose probibitory laws "4P AePiIree Peir

"ITIE LIVING ISSUE.,

litv 1E. A. %. piiELPS.

Words are signs of ideas. A ilame ofien reprettnîs i significant fict-
Thc abuve phrase is a grand beading for a ref(rm liaî'rr 41r ii cNU atten-
lion ta sonmetbîmîg radical and vital as dibtîigLtiàlied froili %% fat is triflig and
commiionplice.

Hosv sad the eectacle prcsented by the great pal tical parties of the
day-wasting counlcss treasures of lime, talent, and nxonrv on ichnicali-
:mes and trifles, ivbmlc bumnanicy groans Linder ils b-arden of unaUleviatcd su-
lcring and glant evils stalk forth svitb desolatinig treld

Political oratars have often felt tbe want of sotte great inspliation nai
supphied by anytbing in thecir party platform. They have longed for saie
living question ta entlbuse tieir beairts and clectrify tbeir lips. If the cix-
thubiasm arising from their personal .îcrimion a.nd secordiry rniderations
ivere abstracted froni pulitical puglbîs, the fire wotild go out for lack of
fuel. What is more pîtiablc than a greai orýganizaition or niovenient thai
lias no vital principle -no grand issue-no soul ta give sparkle aiid power
ta is utterances and actions?

'lut tbere is an issue tbat ib as grand as iî is vital, and it is îakzing on
fresb importance every day. It is the stupendous question, svbether m
shall rule and ruin the country, or svhcîhcr aur nation ivill arise iii ils mii-
csty and tbrottle this ghastly desolator of bumann bopes and haies. This
is eninhatmcally a liigissue, and hi is dusiined ta becom)e more and marc
sa for years ta camne. The question is up ta slay. Political trickster2 de-

phare the faci, but tbcy have no pîower ta supprcss the rising tide. Public
conscience is beginning ta, awake ta thxe terrible criiixinality ai legalized
îraflic in tcars and blood. Mien it beconies fully aroused, look. out for
îlîunderbolts of an indignant people, falling in s'ergeful ruin uipon the
drunkard factories af aur impcrilcd couîntry.

M bat is the tari f qu'estion compared ta ibis ? Our legislatures spend
xnontbs of lime and miilliuns of mnny iii ikruççing, riverç, harborq. forests,
fences, lines, fish, bîirds, dog%, and a îhousind ailier subjents, but they bave
seenîced robe little concerned for tîxe improvemcentof litiian stock or the pro.
tection of socîety agaînst thxe mosl destructive foc that ever invaded the bome
circle. The liquor oligarchy lias largely succeeded in buying up and scat-
ing oui the nien who ougbt ta have hurlcd their thuniders againsi this ar.
rogant destroyer. But, thank God, sonie bcroic souls aire rising up ta
grapple Ibis giant foc, and tîxeir voices and votes -irc sending consternation
among tîxe ranks of liquordom.

TIxe war bas begun. Look out for livehy tinies tîxe rîext five ycars.
Men and ivoirien are waking up ta the magnitude of tii question. Coin.
munities zzrc wvaking tmp ta appreciate the ravages ai ruin. Tvmper.ince
sacieties are svaking up ta sec thnt somnething marc is dcrnandcd thian gli.-
tering regalia anxd routine cerenionies. Churclies arc waking up ta sec thai
ai religion ivhichi apologizes for muni is a shim religion. Editors, nîinistcrs
and hegishators arc wakiiig up to ani issue iliat is cverY wI wva irtbY Of tlem

State after state, province after province, co'xnty a(tcr county, 'viii join a
square issue, fi-lit a bot baîthe ; and achieve a signal victary. Lat the agi-
talion go on. It is botb hxopcful and hLhpfui.


