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Tae following is an abstract frum & letter lutely received from
“ the Rev. J. K. Sharkey, Masulipatam: o

“Iam now wrting this in my tent, which is pitched:by the

! A
’ side of a large village, I am in a delightful grove of trees. |
N There are a great many weavors in this village, and no:smiall i

R || proportun of Brabunins, The furmer I find simiple enough, and |
’. I can get them to sit and listen to the truth with much attedtion;
B || but the latter are wot so ducile, and, instead of giving a fair
2 || and impartial hearing tv vur message, they proceed to attack '
8 || us with much severity of language and bitterness of spirit. I
B (| had a Brahmin priest in my teut this morniog, and he was-en-
|| Jeavouring to show, by very subtle arguments, that the liviog
l priuciple 1o man is an cmanation frum God, and that after its
i} release from the Ludy, which he supposes to be a cumposition of
€ || five elemeunts, it returned to its vneness with the All-pervading
il Spint!  He held that God dues not truuble Himself with the
if atfnirs of vur world, and that the distinction between virtue and
|| vice is altugether arbitrary and consentivpal, He represents a
g 1 large class of the edueated Brahmins, who show their cleverness,
M || not so much by aiguments as in their illustrativus, which go for
§ | srguments in their estimation, and are used with much dexteri-
)| ty and readiness. The next visitor I received was a Brahmin
d || schoolmaster. I asked him to define sin: *To kill an ant-is a
€ || sin,’ he rephed. Tokillacat isagreater erime in Hindoo thevlo-
% | 2y than to murder a Pariah or Shou-drath! Then I gave my
W || visitor St. Joha's definition of sin, aad our blessed Lord’s sum-
% || mary of the luw, and explained how every sinful act was a-vio
1| lation of the Juw of luce, he was much surprised. I followed it
B 11 up by preseutiug Christ to bim, and gave him a Gospel of St.
s hﬁm;how tu read. The Hinduos are easily discouraged. They
® il open the Gospel of St. Matthew, they find the opening verses
full of hard names, and, supposing the rest of the book to be just
as difficult, they g‘ivo up reading entirely, and cast the book
¥ | aside. We are obliged now to pojnt out where the history be-
i1 gins. The Gospel sownds in the streets of vur villages and towas,
B i and the men bave so far got over their prejudices as to venture
to visit us in our tents, It is a defilement for a Brahmin to
come in our tent made of cloth, So far we can speak of suc-
cess; but what is this where the keart is kept back? The
women of the higher classes are still inaccessible. Degradation
and ignorance are still their lot. They are perfect slaves, though
willing and apparently cheerful slaves. They count their drud.




