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animais ivliich now dwell upon it have livcd during the samne
5sftce of timie, passing through an infinite number of changes, l
being insects, birds, beasts, or inen, according to thecir gond or ii
bad actions. So that, according to this foolisti belief, l
you have livcd so)ncwhcre muchel longer than you thouglit you

iajad inay have beca a bird or an clephant for thiotsands
of ycars for atuglit you kilow. Thîcy s:iy that, at certain t
times, mca who have previotisly lived under countlcss fornîs
of animai,IS andl have acquired an immense stock of mienit,
at last obtaini nliniglity poivcr and infinite wvisdoni. These
bcingrs are called Buddhius, or sages, and go about teaching .

mon for some tinie, and arc thoa rcduccd to nothîing. They i
say thiat the last one lived about 2,500 years ago; his naine l;
was Goutama, and lie wvas the son of ail Indian king. They 1l
stili pray to Iinii, and to cerytliing or anything connected
withi hini. They worship the prints of lis feet, the trocs j
under wliich lie rested, the books whichi arc said to contai
bis discourses, lis pricsts, images of hiai, and, above ail,
parts of bis body, whichi they say wvas prcscrved wvlica ther
body itself ivas bnrnt on anl immense fiineral pile, ia the pre- i
scace of sixty thousand princes auîd seven hundred tluousand!
priesis. Whcrc suchi niimbers of princes and pricsts fouad1:
kingdomis and temples it is uiot easy to conceive. 0f the
relics of Gouitama, that wvhichi is considcrcd by far the most
valuable, is a piece of ivory, whicli tlîey believe to bce cae of
his ted/i. It is preservcd with great care, i a place callcd
K~andy, ini thic interior of Ocylon. lt is kcpt ia the IlPalace
of the Tooth," in great style. The case contaiing it is made
of gold, sparkling wvithi precious stolles, and la a room liung
round witli cloth of gold, and guardcd by soldiers. There
are, h owever, nîauîy thousands of wcll-shapcd buildingrsi
callcd Dagubas, tu bce foid wlîerever thue Buddhists; are,
w'licli arc supposed ho contain some part of the body ofj
Gouitamia, suchu as a littie bit of bone, or evea a unir, Ia-
side of theni, there arc also 10 be fouad little images of gold,
10 whicli offcrings arc made. The buildings are solid, with
the exception of a snîall rooin la tlîe middle, hii which the
articles are kept. Tliese buildings are of different sizes,
some of thuem vcry large and lofty. A few of thcmi la the
island of OCylon are îîcarly as higli as the pyramids of
Egypti A pricst gencrally lives acar the building, and j
evcry morniag and cvening lic goes and swceps the court-
yard very dlean la which tic dagoba stands, aad arranges
swcet-smclling flowcrs around its lcdgc. The largest and


