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BOOKS AND PERIODICALS.

W. J. Guge & Co. have
go':,"{.'gf' socured an unusually strong

book in ** God’s Puppets,”
by lmogen Clark. A story of 15th century
life, it is a strikingly romantic tale. The
titlo is taken from a line in ** Pippa
Pagses,” ** God's Puppets Best and Worst
are We.”" In the delincation of her char-
acters she illustintes this title and woses
a most fuscinating story. An  English
oificer, an old Dutch minister and his
daughter, and Peggy Crewe—u New York
socicty belle, are the principal charncters.

* Peggy,” gy, piquant, charming  and
wayward, causes many complications. “The
horse nmee und  the duel form  highly

dinatic scened in a book which overflows
with vigorous lile.

The announcement is made of the publica
tion on this continent of Miss Fowler's
new novel, which Gnge & Co, will issue in
Cauvada.  Her wonderiul success in * Con-
cerning  Irabel Curmaby,”* * ‘Tho Farring.
dons,” and ** A Double Thread,” assure a
wide sale tor anything from her pen. It is
u socinl study of lite in the upper middle
class of English society.

A rising Canadinn writer whose work will
surely win great popularity is A. R. lopes.
His new book is a thrilling story of Russin
entitled, ** On Peter’s Island,” which Guge
& Co. will issue immediately.

The leading book in New York and
Montreal is Zangwill's ** Mantle of Eliph.”
“ Stringtown on the Pike” is steadily
increasing in popularity, and the United
States publishers expect it will he o lender
in the Summer iiction sale. Tt is already
the best relling book in a number of
southern and western cities, .

A remarkable novel is *The
Octopus,” by Frank Norris,
shortly to be issued by
Morung. A Californinn  milway  §s  the
** Octopus,” and the story—-which is lony,
aciting and full of varied incident—brings
before us the whele question of ** the ml-
way problem,” now sa common a theme
in Canada. In iact, it would not he at all
surprising i the book got talked about a
;\‘t deal during the next six months, so
that the sale would be afiectal, in the
same way that ** Peter Sterling” and
similar novels—hali-politicnl, hali-love story
~have become the vogue.  The heroine
*The Octopus *” is Hilma, a magmiicent
specimen of  womanhood, and  the hard
phases of corpomation greed are thrown into
strong relief by one of tho characters in
the story, n poetic mystical chap.  The
fight of popular interests aguinst tymn
nical milways makes this quite a captivat
ing book and we expect to see it sell well.
Norris® other books are ‘* McTengue,”
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“Momn of the Lady Letty,” ete., but
this is his strongest picee of work,

“The Visits of Elizabeth,” purport to be
the letters ot n bright, nnocent, hand.
sume el of 17, who, for the fust time,
gues vut ante the world ona suecesston of
vtsts to her anstoamtic relutives. A sen-
tencw ur two ot the wiy  atart c.\pluum
that Lhizabeth's @amaly tree went back to

the Conguerst and  she  nubered  twe
countesses and one duchess among  her

relatives. This clever opemng sentence at
onee loendizes the story. We khow we ate
to eapect  English  country  houses  with
smart, vich, leisurely people killing the
time in various ways, and we are taken
ncross the Strait of Duver to visit Eliza.
Leth’s relatives, oqually fushionable in the
country in which the acapucity to be ““chic”
is perhaps mnked lugher than the faculty
of being virtuous. LElizabeth is a mere
wouthpicee through which the authoress,
Elinor Glyn, gives us a picture of the
folliex and flippuncies and supposed passions
and intrigues of the idle rich. ‘The volume
is lively and cleser all the way through,
and it adopts the popular cmve for writing
novels by means. of letters, perhaps with
more ability than is shown cven in ' The
Englishwoman's Love Letters.” ‘Uhe frontis-
picce is n portrait of the heroine.

Morng & Co. nlso announce for carly
publication. *‘ Lvery Inch n King.,” by
Josephine Caroline Sawyer. This is difier-
ent from many modern historical novels, in
that it is not a story of duels and hair-
breadth eseapes, but i< more a study of
character. ‘The hero is Henry V. of Eng-
land. It is not only u charming story, but
wives an accurnte picture of medineval life.
v ia drmatically told and the powers of
wood and el strive for the mastery, while
love runs through it all. The scene is laid
in the Eaglish court and amony the old
nobility, the Roxal Benuiorts and Morti-
mers, the Hollands and the Neville,

The Monthly Review for April keeps up
its chareter with kome fine olitorials and
urticles, among the sabjects being . ** Civil
Nerviee and Reform ™ *“ S&ir B Hart on
China,” by Capt  Younghusband ; ** Native
Problems in New Colonies ** . ** In Defence
of Revnolds,” and ** Reilections on the Art
of Life.”” Tt also containe an interesting
examination of the distribution of British
ability thevughout the sarions Juaditios of
the British Jales

The odition o paper at 35 cents of
Colonel Denikon s Soldiening v Canada
is now ready. It contains the illustmtions
which accompmnied the clath edition, and is
in evers way an attmelive book. Tt should
sell well through the Summer, as it mnkes
good reading, being as lvely and interest-

ing as many a novel, and will now bo got-
at-ablo by those who felt indixposed to pay
82 for it.

“A new edition of **The Tmvels and
Adventures  of  Alexnnder  Henry “—with
notes and a biographieal introduct =5 by
Mr. James Bain, jr,  the accomplished
lilnarian of the Toronto Pablic Libhuy, is
shortly to come from the Momug press.
Henry's book is one of the most intensely
wteresting marmtives ever written by an
adsenturvus fur tder among the lidinnes,
It hau long been out of print and practi
enlly inaceexsible to the genem! roader. To
thuse whu wllet Camadinn bouks, the new
edition will I in the sature of an cvent.
Mr. Bain's notes and biogmphicenl data are
valuable and on a par with the merits of
Henry's book. The odition will bo » fine
ong, retailing at .50 Every library will
need one.

There will be many to
declare  Kden  Phillpott’s
“The Good Red Earth,”
the most churming love-story written since
**The Lilac Sunbonnet.””  Iideed, the story
ix ono to tuke its place along with that
delightiul idyll und Blackiore’s natchless
** Lorna Doone.”  Like the latter, it is a
tale of Detonshire, full of the scents of the
apple orchurds, among  which the story
mores.  Nothing  conld be more alluring
than  the love-making  between  Sibelln
Hattawav and her lover, Richaid Gilbert,
with itz romantic denoument. A new
chnmmeter i added to  liternture in the
sleek and rubjeund peddlar and preacher,
Alpleus Nerote, a sanctimonious but exceed.
ingly clever-scheming msenl. whose encoun-
ters with the cholerie Squire nwmke good
rending, The mingling of wit and wisdom,
of caution and audacity, of emft and
cunning, is decidedly rich.  Indeed. it is
doubtful if a better picce of chamcter-
gketching hug been done sinco Dickens Inid
down his immortal pen.  The chnrmeters
all are more than commonly good, and the
delightiul descriptive panrsuges with which
the book abounds give it 0 churm that does
not =oon close its spell on the reader.

The Canadinn  edition of ** Ralph Mar-.
lowe,” by James Ball Nayvlor, » hook that
has heen an inctant succest in the United
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States,  will be ready  enrly this month.
The story 15 a worthy succexsm to David
Harum ™ and ** Eben Holden.”” A com:

petent critic considers it one of the best
ranal, humor modern stones that has been
written  for a_long tme,” and  declares
that ““* Ralph  Marlowe * is as homely and
pleasing s * Duad Harum,” and has the
~weetnesd and nchness o Eben Holden.!
A remarkable sature ain the hitemture of
recent deard s the hriel existence of the
populin novel. " With hadly an exeep
tion the stortis pass within a sear or two
or even 4 few months out of sight and

mind.  Their course s ax thy cowmet’s,
brlhant  but  braei. Short lived  glories,
they  are  written  hurriedly, rend with

ieverikh haste, and burniad guickly.. Tt would



