THE YOUTIIS MONITOR, 9

however low, from which a young man of good principles and unceasing industry
may not elevate himself.

But suppose the penny only snved during one year; atthe end of it the young
man finds he has got £1 10s. 5d.  Will he squander this at the ale.house, or
m idle dissipation, after having had the virtue to resist temptation all through
the year 1 We think not.  This £1 10s. Hd. may perform a aumber of useful
offices. It may purchese some nccessary implement, some good substantial
article of dress, some useful books, ar, if well laid out, some usefui instruction in
the branch of industry which is his calling. It may relieve him in sickuess, it
may contribute to the cumfort of an nged father, i* may assist the young man in
paying back some part of that boundless debt wuich he owes to the care and
tender anxiety of a mother, who has lived long enough to feel the want of a son’s
solicitude.  Finally, however disposed of at the end of the year, if well disposed
of, the penny saved will be a source of genuine satisfaction. The saving of it
during the year has been a daily repetition of a .rtuous act, which near the end
of the year we have little doubt will be confirmed into a virtuous habit.

Suppose a dozen young men,who are fond of reading, were to contribute a penny
week to & common stock : at the end of the year they would have £2 123, This
sam judiciously laid out, would purchasc at least twelve volumns of realy useful
books, varying in price (rum three to four shilliegs, besides allowing some small
sum for the peison who took care of them and kept the accounts. Another year’s
saving would add another twelve volumns; and in five years the library might
contan sixty volumns, including a few useful books of reference, such as dictiona-
ries, &c—an amount of buvks. if well chosen, quite as much as«ny one of them
would be able to study well in his leasure liours. ’

But suppose the number of contributors were.doubled or trebled, the annual
income would then amouat to £35 4s. or £7 16s. for which sum they could
certainly procure as iany useful books as they could pessibly want.  There
might be some difficulty in the choice of books, as it is not always casy to know
what are good and what are bad. We propose to meet this difficulty by occasio-
nal notices of particular books under the head of ¢The Library. At present we
will merely suggest what classes of books might gradually find admission into
such a library. ~ There are now good practical and cheap treatises on the prin.
ciples of many of the branches of industry which are followed by mechanics—
such as books on the elements of geometry and measuring of surfices and solids;
on arihmetic; on chemistry, and its application to the useful arts, &c;
lives of persons distinguished for industry and know ledge ; descriptions of
foreign countries, compiled from the best travels ; maps on a preity large scale,
both of the heaven and of different parts of the earth; such books as these,
with an English dictionary, a gazetteer, and some periodical . work, would form
a uscful library, such asin afew years might be got together,

It would be impossible to enumerate all the good things that a penny will
purchase ; and as to all the bad things they are not worth enumerating. But
there is one which we cannot omit mentioning. A penny will buy a penny-
worth of gin, and 2 man may spend it daily without thinking himself the worse
for it. But as every penny saved tends to give a man the habit of saving pennies,
So every penny spent in gin, tends to cause him to spend more. Thusthe saver
of the penny may at the eud of the year be a healthy reputable person, and con-
firmed economist, with £1 10s. 5d. in his pocket : the spender may he an un.

healthy ill-looking, worthluss fellow ; a confirmed gin-dricker, with nothing in
his pocket except unpaid hills.



