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entertained correct ideas respecting beat and
the nature of disease. Long before these
were known, the thermoneter was perfect
and ready for the naking of correct observa-
tions. The story is interesting iis illustrating
the co-operation of astronomers and niany
other scientifie ien, including physicians, in
the working out ot the problem.

ICHTHYOL IN ERYSIPELAS.-Dr. Xlein,
(Berlin, Kln Wochcnsch, Sept. 20th, 1891,)
records thie results that have followed bis
treatmnent of erysipelas with ichthyol, a
remiedy to whicb he ascribes an alnost specific
action. Excludîng very slight attacks and
also cases wvhere erysipelas was complicated
by other organic disease, he Ends that the
average duration of an attack vhere ichthtyol
is used only anounts to six days ; indeed the

iveage is only tbrec days aiter the actual
a plicationi of ichthyol has been begun. A
narked action in lowering the teniperature

Vas also several times observed, so imuch so
that the treatmcnt is apt to be discontinued
in th'e belief that the case is cured. It is,
however, desirable to persevere through the

period of coivalescene. The bCst mode of
usingi is to compoind our ointnenit
of vaseline and ichtlhyol in equal quantities,
(the ammonium sulpho-iehthvolium is the
best sailt.) a somnewhat weaker ointnent,
(ichthyol, lanîolin and vater, equal parts,)
being used i'hen a large cutaneous area is
under treatient. The ointment shold( be
rubbed into, and applied to, the skin until
the latter assumes a uniforn dark brown
colour, the application being renewecl two or
three times a day. Ichthyol without doubt,
in Klein's opinion, bas a powerful action in
retardiing the growti of the streptococcus
erysipelatosus and shortens the average
length of an attack of erysipelas by one-half.
-From 'British Medical Journail.

SCHNIEuDEN bas found duretin useless in
the dropisy of cirrhosis of the liver, and ini
tubercular peritonitis. In valvular heart/
tlisease and in arteriosclerosis it proved'i
itself a very useful diuretic, increasing
not only the water, but also the solids
of the urine. It may possibly cause vomit-
ing. In two cases of nîephritis,. aema-
turia occurred. In a not inconsiderable
number of cases, there was observed increased
frequency of the pulse, witi a tendency to
irregularity ; this should cause a discontinu-
ance Of the drug.--Centrbl. f. Med. Wissen-
,schaft, 1891.

TEE GRATUITOUS ATTENDANCE OF TUE
Poon, says the North American Practitioner,
is one of the pre-requisites of the medical
profession. No paraliel to this can be found
in law or theology. When a medical mian
does a service to a poor patient, he receives
a double compensation in the gratitude of
the patient and in the benevolent impulse
which inspires bis own mincd. This is not
the case wvhen large numbers of sufferers are
collected in hospitals and dispensaries. The
personal element is gone. The occasion and
need for benevolence is unattendec by the
possibility of the same return. The patient
and physician are strangers and their rela-
tions are momnentary. , The service, on tbe
oe hand, is secured without gratitude, and
on the other band is rendered without ben-
evolence. The custom of rendering medical
services in private and public hospitals with-
out compensation, depends on the semi-
ecclesiastical origin of the modern physician.
Its equity depenîds on two conditions, which
are frequently not formulative, and are not
generally understood. The attending physi-
cian, in a free or private hospital, is a
delegate from the medical profession, and lie
should hold his position as a trust. The
medical service iii these hospitals is rendered
witli' the tacit understandinr that the clinical
material shall be used in the freest possible
mainer for the advancement of medical edu-
cation. \Whenever any deviation from this
ideal condition prevails, and the hospitals
deny the freest use of their wards for the
purposes of teaciing, or vbenever the attend-
ing staff is; not a representative staff and fails
to utilize, througL iiicapacity or other dis-
ability, the inaterial of the hospital for the
advancement of medical science, the patients
are the first to suffer. Iii the former
instances they are treated in a basty, per-
foi~ctory manîner, in the latter the attending
staff soon becomes a nest of wily, selfisb,
quackisi nen.--St. Louis iledical and Sur-
gical Journal.

THE fÌllowing happîened to a prominent
doctor in the West End the other day. A
so mewhat ignorant, though wealthy, patient,
w .o was behind in settling an account of
som e considerable outstanding, whilst paying
a visit to the. doctor, asked bim what the
letters M. D. meant after his niame.

Oh 1" replied the medical inan, " they
stand foi' ' Moriey Down !'

The next morning he got a cheque in set-
tlement of the account.- Tit Bits, July,1891.


