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DR. TAYLOR’S REPORT ON THE PROGRESS OF
TOXICOLOGY.
{Concluded from page 221.)

A remarkable trial has lately taken place at Chambery, in
which the accused was ehurged with the murder of the deccased
by prussic ucid ; while, in the defence, 1t was alleged, that death
was owing to spoplesy and not to the poison, (Anuales d'Hy-
gebne, 1343, p. 103, The case preseats numerous points of in.
terest in relation to mnedico-legal toxicology 5 the symptoms and
prst-mortem appearances et with in apoplexy, as contrasted with
thase preduced by pruss.c acid ; the value of evidence dirived
from symptoms in cases of puisoning, as well as that ebtainable
from the period at which death ensues after the supposed admi.
nistration; the extravrdinury chemical crrors thut are occasionally
muade in the analysis of poisons, the witnesses in this case imagin.

ing that the presence of poison might be inferred from a series of

very doubtiul or even negative resulis, ‘The person charged with
the erime was very properly acguitted; for there was no medical
prool whatever that poison had been the cause of death, while
there was divect evidence of death from apoplexy, by the discovery
of a large elusion of cosgulated blood on the brain.  [le appears
to have owed his aequittal principally to the care bestowced by
Orfilay, on the exanination of the fucts of the case,

Oul of bitrer almonds. Onc case of poisoning by this substance
has Jately occurred, and is reported by Mr. Smith of Chifton,
(Loincet, June, 1848 A givl, between 8 and 9 years of age,
swallowed about a teaspoonful of wamxtwre sold by droggists as
“Cratifia,” composcd of one part of the essenual wil of bitter al-
monds to seven parts of spirit.  'The quantity swailowed by the
patient was equvalent 1o about secen drops of the essoutial oil,
With this datum it wiil be interesting to consider the cfivets pro.
duced by so small a dose. When seen inumediately after the ae.
cident, there wius complete insensibility 5 the eyelids were closed,
but the eyes were briltiant and glassy, without any mental ex-
pression ; the pupils diluted ; no puise at the wrist;  the carotids
beating fully and quickly ; rclaxation of the muscles of the ex.
tremities, but the Jower Jaw wus clenched in rigid spasm.  Cold
affasion with stimulants, stimalating trictions and cmetics, were
employed.  Vomiting was induced, and the ¢jecta had a strong
smell of prussic acid.  In aboeut twenty minutes the pulse re.
turned,—the child opened hier cyes, and was able to answer
questions.

The quantity of prussic acid contained in the oil, and to which
its poisonous properties are due, is satd to vary from 8 to 14 per
cent. The above case shows that in a small dose it may give
rise to very alanning symptoms; and 1t is probable, that but for
the active and prompt treatinent adopted, this child would have
died.

Cuanide of potassizm. ‘This salt has of late years cansed
death in several instances where it has been taken by mistake or
in improper doses. A gentleman was killed in Frauce, in 1843,
by tuking rwelve grains of the salt, in consequence of some error
m the medieal prescription.  The physician who ordered the me-
dicine, was tried, fined and imprisoned.  (Lancet, January, 1843.)
Another case oeeurred at Breslau, in which a man, aged thirty,
died in a quarter of un hour after taking a dosc of a mixture
which had been preseribed for him by his medical attendant, un.
der all the symptomns of poisonmg by prussic acid.  (Henke's
Zcitschrift der S. A., 1843, p. 7.)  The mistake here arose from
those unfortunate changes periodically made in the nomenclature
of pharmacopeial compounds, which constitute a matter of regret
among oursclves; for such a practice takes away all certainty
fromn the art of prescribing, und leaves the lifc of the paticnt and
the character of the practtioner in the hands of a drugyist, who
muy be ignorant of the propertics of the medicine which he dis.
penses. i

It appears that until lately the yellow ferrocyanate of potash
was known in the Prussian Pharmucopeeia under the short name
of “ kali hydrocyanicam,” just as it was formerly called, in Eng-
lish, prussiate of potash, and is now termed ferrocyanide of po.
tassium—an objectionable alteration from the term ferrueyunate,
because many dispensing druggists mirht confound the ferre.
cyunide with the eyanide, and dispensc the poison_for the inno-
cent substance. Of late years, in the Prussian Pharmacopeia,
the cyanide of potassium has received the name of * cyanctum

kalicutn,” or, improperly, * kali hydrocyanienmn,” F.ftien gris
of * kali hydrocyanicum,” in a dese, were preseribed by the phiy.
siciun for his paticnt, he meaning thereby the ferrocyanate of pe.
tash.  Instead of this, however, cyanide of potassium wav sent,
and the putient died in a quarter of an hour.  ‘Fhe physicin
adepted und employed the chemical name which was probably
current at the tine that he studied his profession,  The party
who dispensced the medicine was undoubtedly to blame; for it
appears that he entertained some donbt about the largeness of the
dose, and he ought to have known that a dose of such o com.
pound could nol be tuken by « human being withont certainly
destroving life. The energy of the eyanide of putassinm as a poi-
son depends, in some measure, on its mode of proparation. Some
specimens are §o impure as o consist ahmosy entiredy of carhonate
of patash, from which it may be separated by its ready solubdity
in aleohol,  (See Amales PHygiene, 1843, v, 404, in whieh this
subject is fully investigated by Oufile).  An opinion formerly pre-
vailed, that the pmsonous properties of the salt were destroyed
under two circumstances: 1, by cxposure to air, in which cuse
itig fransformed to carbonate of potushi; and, 2, by its being
heated, in solution, to the boding point.  In ucither case, how.
ever, does the salt casily Jose its poisonous properties.  Orfila
fonnd that some which had deliquesecd, by exposnre to air for a
forinieht, stll acted asa poison 3 und the conversion of the salt,
at 2129, into ammonia and formate of potash tukes place so
slowly, under the most favourable circumstances, as not to inter.
fere with this poisonous action.  "This substance does not there.
far become innocuous, as it was formerly alleged, by solution in
fot water, 1 have found by experiment that the chullition of »
sulution, eontinued for a quarter of an bour, prodvced no scnsible
quantity of formate of putush.

Accidents such as thuse above referred to often give Tise to
charges of walapragis. A cusc occarred some years sinee on the
continent, in which a physician prescribed thice praing of the
*“smurias hydrargyn™ for o child,  Culomel waus then known by
the terminution * dales,” and corrosive sublimite by the termina-
tion *corrosivis.”  "The dispenser sent corrosive sublimate, and
the dose killed the child,  The physician was prosceuted for not
having been more precise in his prescription;  but it is 1air to in-
quire whether u person who would in such a case send three
graing of corrosive sublinate, to he taken by a child, was quali-
fied for the dispensing of medicines under any circumstances
whatever.  Owing to the nnmerous changes that have taken
place in onr own Pharmucopaia, it is somewhat surprising that
aceidents have nnt occurred.  Corrosive sublimate now  diffirs
from ealomel merely in the prefix # b, which might be in some
cases overlooked.  The impolicy of this change is apparent in the
fact, that, on a new edition of the Pharmacopeeia, if this system
of aduptation to ephemeral chemical theories be adhered 10, cor-
rosive sublimate will beeome “chloride of mereury”—the name
now attuched to culomel; and this latter substance will become a
‘edichloride.” It is the opinion of some distinguished chemists,
that what is commonly ealled peroxide, is a vrotoxide of mereury,
and the protoxide is a suboxide. All will agree that, for the
safety of life, the names of medicines should be certain and un.
chungeable, and not vary with the fluctuating doctrines of the
dayv; -t any rate, it is a most serivus result when the namie at.
tached to an innocent medicine at one time, should become ap.
plicd to a powerful poison at another. Amony the late * probu.
bility theories,” as Berzelins terms them, which have emanated
{rom the Giessen school, is nne by which, if adop.ed, the present
system of chemicul and with it the pharmacopel nomeuclature
will be eompletely overturned.  Thus, an entirely, new view is
taken of the constitution of salts; and it is said that, instcad of
sulphate of potush being formed of an acid united to an alkaline
base, it is the 1esult of a unien between a compound radical,
forined of sulphuric acid and oxygen with the metal potassium.
Pharmacy should be entirely independent of such hypothetical
views; and all changes in the names of compounds’ should be
made only lor some very strong necessity, and with the greatest
caution. It cannot be supposed that ¢very practitioner through.
out the empire should have the time, even if he had the inclina.
tion, to make lumself master of the various speculations which
arc continually broached by chemmsts,

NARCOTICO-IRRITANT POISONS.

Cocculus indicus.  Sume rescarches have been recently made
by 3. Chevallier on the effects of this powerful poison. {Annalecs
dHygiene, 1843, p. 330, It appears that it has been the prac.



