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A renarkahle trial has litey ta keiii pi;ce at Charaièry, in

wiîicih lie accused was crgei tilth tie urder of' tle diceased
by prussie acid ;hin, tlie cfeice, il. vas alleged, thtat detii
wa1s owmiîîq to poplexe and nîot to lte poison, (Annales d'Hy-
gè-ne, 1843, p. 103.) Tle c'ase preseints iiimerous points of in-
terest mn rulanioit to meicuîl toxicology ; the symptons and
pîstmrtem apliaraices met vitih in apoplexy', as contrasted with
those produeid bytî pruss c dcii ; thle value of evidence dt rived
fromiî syptolutcgis mi c;Ies of pisoimng, ais well as liat «lainahîle
fromt the perid at whieib death eIisues after the sused aitni-
nistrationi; the extraoerdinar chIlemitiil inors that nre occasionally
made mt the aialysis ut poisfns, lie ntieses u his case anait.
iig that the presetncc of poison ihi adit he inf'rred fron a series of
very doubtful or even leitive resulis. li pirsoi chared vii
the crime was very proierl *y equtittel ; for there vas ano mîîedical
proof wliatever tiat poison liai betein thecs of death, w"hile
there was divect evidence of denth front apop!cxv, by the diîuciveiv
of a large cifusion of coug;ilatedi blooid on tic brniti. Ie appears
to have owed lus acquital priticipallv tei tle c,-are hestowed by
Orfila, on tlie exaitiatioi of the facts of tie cise.

Od of bitter almomis. One case of piis:iiîit: 1i ' Ilîja substance
his laiely occured, anîd is reported by .Mr. Sjiitii of Cfitn,
(L'incet, June, 1841.) A tirl, ictweentt 8 and 9 years of ae
sw'allwed about a teaspoonful of a uttiure sold iy druggists as

ratifia," c'iposed of oine part >f' tith: essenutial oil of lutter al-
montids to seven parts of spirit. 'flie qu;intitv swalwed by the
patient vas (qlvalent tgu about sern iropsa of the ess.întiaîl oil.
W'ith this datui it wil b intcrestinîg to consider the effcts pro.
duced by so sudll a dose. W hui seCn lii Iîcl i<ael v alter the ae-.
cident, tire cs oiplete iisensihlity; the cycdliis w'erc cl>scl,
heit the eyes vere brilliant and glas, vithout any mental ex-
pression ; tie pupils dilated; no pifse at titi: wrist; the carotids
beatitig fully and quickly; relaxation of the muscles of the ex-
trentties, but the lower jaw wvas clenclied i rigid spasm. Cold
afftusion wni h stimulants, atimuting frictions and cmotics, vere
cmîploy'ed. Vomnitig was induced, and tie ejecta hadi a strong
sitell of prussic acid. It about twentY minutes the pulse re-
tuîrned,-the child opctied ler eyes, and was able to answver
questions.

Thie quantity of prussic acid contaned in tie ot, and to whlich
its poisonous properlies aro due, la said to vary fromn 8 to 14 per
cent. The above case shows that im a stmiali dose it may give
rise to very ahrming symttpuomtîs ; and it is probable, that but for
the active and prompt treatment adopted, this child vould have
died.

Cianide of potassiumn. This salt lias of late years caused
death in severl instancvs vheore il has been taken by mistake or
it iproper doses. A gentlenan was killed in France, in 18,13,
by taking twielve grin of tite sait, i consequence of some error
in the iedieal presnription. 'l'ie physicimn wvho ordered the tme-
dicine, wvas tried, fined and inprisoned. (Lancet, Jaituary, 1843.)
Atnother case occurred ut Bresliau, i w hîichtiL at man, aged thirty,
died in a quarter of an hour after taking a dose of a mixture
which had been prescribed for him by lis iedical attendant, un-
der ail Lite symptomas of poisoîîng by prussie atcid. (Hleike's
Zeitschrift der S. A., 1843, p. 7.)' The rmistake here arose froma
those unîfortunate citanges periodically made in the nomenclature
of piarnacopæSial cotnpounds, which constitute a matter of regret
among ourselves; for suchi a pracice takes away al certainty
frot the art of pîrcseribing, and leaves the life of the patient and
Lite character of the practitioner in the hands of a druggist, who
may be ignorant of the properties of the inedicine which lue dis-
penses.

It appears that until lately, the yellow ferrocyanate of potasl i
was known in the Prussian Pharmt:copæia uider thie sIt.rt name
of " kali hydrocyanicuta," just as it was fortierly called, la Eng-
lish, prussiate of poîtash. und is noie terned fertocyanide of po.
tassium-an objectionable alteration frorm the terni ferrocyanate,
because many dispensing druggists miilit confnound the ferro.
cyanide with the cyanide, and dispense tie poison for the itnnto-
cent substance. Of late years, in thle Prussian Phariacopeit,
the cyautide of potassium lias received the namo of " cyanctun

247-

lialicuoî," or, impropctly, "kali hvdrocya niCtm." tlen gr.nls
of "kali hydrocyanicuin," i a dose, were prescribed by ithe piy
sician for his patlini, he meanini thereby the ferrocyainate of pr.
tash. Ilistead of i his, however, evauuide of potassium wa. sent,
and the patient died in a quarter of ai hîour. Tle physiein
adopie ldand empiloyd the chemical name which vasp rbblv
Current at thie ti1n)e hat lie studied his prfte'ssioîn. The party
wlio dispcnsed lthe imedicine w'as nidoubiedly toi blianie ; lor I
appears that he ntertaincd sonie doibt about~the Lirgeness of the
dose, and lie ouiglt to have known that a dose of snehi a coin.
pound could not be talken by a humain being withîout certainly
destroving life. The energy of thre cyîanide of potassiaum as a poi.
son depends, iii sone mneasmule, on its mode of' preparation. Somne
specimîens are s0 impure as Uo conSIst aibinust cntirely of carbonate
of potash, froin whici it nay be separated by ils ready solubility
iii alcohiol. (Sce Ainales d' Ficolène, 1843, n. 404, inl whieh this
subject is fully inivestigaited by Oi fila). An opinion forly pre-
vailcd, that thre poisonous properties of the sait were destroyed
uiider tvo circunstaice s: 1, by exposure to air, in which caso
it a ttnsfotnned t'o carbonate (if potash ; and, 2, hy its beingr
icated, in solution, to the bod:ini! poimt. li nicither case, howv.-
evir, does tie sait casily lose its poisonous properties. Orfila
onid tihat somte wh b had dclignesced, by exposure to air for a
foriniht, stdil acted as a poison ; amd the conversion of thre sait,
at 2120, n111f)t aiionia and formate of potasi takes place so
slowly, undir the nest favourable circustces, as not to inter.
fêre wiih this poisonous action. This substance dots not there.
fir: becoimc iniocuous, as it. was foirmerly alieged, by solution n
lhot water. I have found by experiment that the ebuIlition of -
silioi, cntiniied for ia quarter of un hour, produced no sensible
quartit v of formate of poîtashl.

Accidents such as those abovc referred to often give rise to
charges of iiiaiapraxis. A case occurred soen ycars siice on the
conîîtincnît, ini wiieh a physician prescribed titie( graiis of the

mias h<ydrairgyri" foîr a child. Calioel was then known by
tlie terimination " ducîs," and corrosive siilimate by tlic termina.
tion " corrosivîîs." 'lie dispiiser sent cirroîsive sublimlat e, and
the dose killed the ci il. Tei physiciant was prosccuted for not
haviig becni more precise in his prescription ; but it is lair to in-
quire wlethîer a person who would in sucb a case send three
rjaitns of corrosive sublimatc, tii be taken by a child, was quali-

tied for the dispensing of nedicines under anv circuistainces
whiatever. Owino lhe numerouîs changes fitat have talon
place in ouri own Plharnacopia, it is soachvitat surprisng that
accidents have tint occurred. Corrosive sublinate now dif'irs
froim caloniel ncrely in tue prefix 4 hi," which rniight bc in somoe
cases overlooked. ''ie inpoliev of this change is apparent in tle
fact, that, on a new edition of tiho Pliariacopuia, if titis systen
of adaptation to epiemieral chemical thcories be adhered to, cor-
rosive sublimiate vill bcecone " chloride of mercury"-tlie naine
now attached to calomel ; ie anti his latter substance will becone a

"idichloridc." It is the opinion of sonte distinguished chemists,
that vhat is coiiimonly called peroxide, is a protoxide of mnercury,
and tht, protoxido is a suboxide. Ail vill agree that, for the
safcty of life, the naines of inedicincs should be certain and un.
clan'geible, and îlot vary vith the fluctuating doctrines of tie
day; t anîy rate, it is a mnost serious resuIt when tite naie at.
tached to ai innocent inedicine at one tite, should becoine ap.
plied to a Iowerful poison at anther. Aiong the late "l proba.
bility theiorios," as ßerzelius ternis them, whicli have emanated
frot) tie Giessen school, is one by which, if adoped, the present
systeni of chemnical and with it the pharinacooeil nomenclature
vill be completely overttrned. Thus, an entirely, nev view is

taken of the constitution of salts; and it is said that, instead of
silphate of potash being formed of an acid uiitcd to an alkaline
base, it is the esult of a union betwveen a conpound radical,
forned of sulphuric acid and oxygen vith the moctal potassium.
Pharnacv tltiould be entirely independent of such hypothetical
views; and aIl changes in the names of comlounds should bc
made onîly lor some very strong necessity, and with the greatest
caution. It cannot bc supposed that every practitioner through-
out Lite empire should have tlie time, even if lie had the inclina-
tion, te make luimsclf master of the various speculations which
arc continually broaclhed by chemists.

NACOTicO-IRRITANT POISONS.
Cocculus indieus. Some researches have bren recently made

by M. Chevallier on the effects of this powerfutl poison. (Annales
d'lygiètie, 1843, p. 339.; It appears that it has been the prac.
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