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IeediTig is of secondaxy consideration, buL with this and iniproved
sanitary conditions great improvenen.ts could be broight about in the
death raie. it seems'to me that the poverty of the inhabitants is an
important factor. In these low lying areas the moisture and drainage
Would naturally flow down froin the igher levels and be conposed
of deleterious and fermentable matter, and the children playing in
ând around this would naturally be the sufterers. Aside from the
irritation of dentition of the first year, there is an additional cause
in the presence of these microbes. In the lower levels, where there is
moisture, there is also more or less faog; lie heat there evapormtes the
water from the soil, and chill. especially at night time. causes this
fog to bang over the area. So liere is still another featare, and by
taking .the m et d ow point vonu ivill find thai a degree more or less
enables these microbes to grow. In the disinfection of raiway cars it
has been proved that formnaldehyde is absolutely useless nless the
atmosphere is saturated at about 75 per cent. You have to deal with
the termperature and saturation of moisture whieb enables these mi-
crobes to grow. When the high winls blow through these localities this
mist or moisture is blown awa.v. and vou have fresh air which has again
to be saturated with that inoisture before thèse mnicrobes grow again.

Dn. Glianwooi: I should like to ask, if the death rate is a just
criterion of this discase. Fromn the districts indicated it would seem
that the inhabitants of these properties are people w'ho cannot aftor'l
to go to any expense in connection with curative measure for their
-children. Might not this disease exist in the saine Proportion in those
better situated, who can afford to take their children away for a short
time?

Dn. ADAMI: I must congratulate Dr. Starkey upon having taken up
this subject. Judged fron every point of view this remedying of oir
terrible mortality is of the highest importance to us as a coimîunity,
and 1 think Alderian Anes, vho bas done so iucli for the sanitary
condition of the city by studies of a sonewhat sinmilar though more
general character, will be pleased wi.th the results Dr. Starkey has
brought out this -evening. With regard to work on the summer
diarrhoeas of children. one of our Mioitreal workers, Dr. Charlton,
working under Professor Bscberich, lias communicated to the recent
meeting of ·the Association of American Physicians at Washington a
very interesting paper upon caes in the Ste. Anna Spital in Vienna,
In which he shows the cLinical confusion betwecn mild cases of dysen-
tery and these sunmer diarrhæens. Tie Shîiga type of dysentery ho
found the most severe. In the Flexner type there is not quite so much
tenesmus. He bas worked out 68 cases of severe diarrhoea ivith con-


