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distribution of animals, based on their iaitomiy, are amon1g the last and
highest acquisitions of Zoological Science; and perhaps no better test
could be had of tho extent to which a successor of Cuvier may have
carried his researches than the degrec of modification which lie lias found
himself authorized to propose in the outline of his great predecessor.

The first of these tuuthes the prinary di% ision of the Class Mannala
Cuvier adopted the terniar'y disti ibution of tle mniammals by our countr -

man Ray, and by Linnous, accordmng to the structure of tho locomotive
e;xtrenities, viz , into thoso with nails or claws (Fnguieulata), those vith
lioufs ( Ungulala), and thuse m ithuut cither, and ini w hili also the hîinîder
inbs are wantmng (Mùuca of Linta:us, Cetacca of Cu% ici).

With regard to the pouched quadrupeds, Cuvier, in placing them in
a special order w hih lie calls MIarsupialia, betw een the Carniàora and
Rodentia, speaks of theni as formng, with the rtgularseries of Uniguiculata,
a small collateral series, the difiTrent genera of which are connected
together by the aggregate of their organization, although in their teeth
and in the nature of their regimen, some correspond to the Carnivora,
others to the Rodentia, and others again to the Ede-ata. (Règne Anim.,
i. SO.] M. de Blainville expanded the idea, and proposed to raise the
narsupials, which lie calls I Didelphes," to the rank of a sub-
class, including therein the Echidna and Ornithorhynchus, but with the
remark "On devra peut-être faire des Echidnds, etc., une sousclasse
distincte "* The proprsd innovation vas not based on any niew facts
discovered li the anatomny of the marsupial or monotrematous animals.
Accordingly, it not only failed to gain acceptance, but the idea of the
mnutual aflinity of the marsupials, to the extent te which it had been
originally entertained by Cuvier, began to sufir modification in the mind
of the originator. Thius, in the 4tlh volume of the second edition of his
gicat Vork on the " Osseniens Fossile,"-(1823, p. 258)-we find himn
proposing te extend the bounds of the Insectivorous tribe of Mfammals, as

previously defined by him, by thcaddition of the Insectivorous larsupialia,
" for we cannot," Cuvier says, "separate from the slrews, tenrecs, &c.,
ihe Opossums, Dasyures, and Peraneles, which are allied to the
Inseclicora by characters as rinnerous and important as those which
havo induced us to uite tlem w ili the other ilarsupiria." Ilis brother,
Frederic Cuvier-(Dents des M\amimiferes, p. xii.)-expresses himself
more strongly and with more detail to the saine effect. These opinions
were inet neitier by comment nor counterstatement, front De Blainiville;
and they served te encunrage other naturalits tu mudify the systemî of
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