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THE IRON ISLAND

One with a knack of vivid deseription says ot Wabe
ans.  “'Set like I amid the heaving waters of
conception Bay, ¢ eastern coast of News-
foundland | rugged 1 iresigque B Istand” It
might hay 1 bet ps h the wing
been qualified by “gently” tor it ot letstood
that there are rolling Iow n the | su y big
to interfere with regular ore shipments. A hyner ¢
ic might tal Xoe ot ) o i e (o
owing sentence. “Oun this lonely httle Isiand are sit

uated the Wabana iron mine
of the Aneieut Clony Ine Islund may be a lind
dreary in mid-winte

summer with huge iron « cArrying steamer ‘" ny
and leaving duily it not hourly (8] I our

poetical sense more highly develo

ed we migh

in the adverbs, but then y see we are practical, and
probably at times pros With wi ne, who
has visited Wabana, can be other than sati

“With a d:zposit of ore the limits of whi re as
little known now as when work began onit 15 8
a geograph position that commands the mark:is
the world and the cheapest possinle water tr
the Wabana ore propert e in an unig
There are | depor rked I'h
in operation t have a high ! 1
ore I L how 5 tt X n
wosld any deposit that so combines th wdvania
good ore, casy mining, excellent location, and ¢

transporta

Forty vears ago attention was attracted to this o

by outcropy ttwo diff t s
Not until twenty-five yenrs had elapsed  however, was
the cre worked Fhe devel. pment carried s
shown that the deposits on the lund are mer el
ges of great bedy « tha
ception Bay. The main seam heer
more than t ' in
at each of the islund 3 workings have
shown that this re extends lor a " W m )
the Cip of the seam

While these explorations have proven that an immens
se body of ore exists there, no one has at pted to de
fine exactly its Limits, Exparts have nated

the beds coutain trom ten to twenty times much
as mineral as has been absolutely proven to
the accuracy ol th
by future wurk
prove that there is ore enough in this deposit to st for
at least another inry at the present rute ol w
Two compunies operate these deposits, the Nova
Scotia Steel & Coal Company, which was the pioneer
company in this field, and the Dominion Tron & Steel
Company. The latter company utilizes the ore only for

se assertions ban b tern d only

ngh has been showy

~
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the operation of its blast turnaces at Sydn in Cape
Breton, about four hundred miles away. The Scotia
Compan s the Nova Scotia Steel & Coal Company 14

generally knowa, n

fdition to supplying its own iron
and steei works at Sydney Mines, a few miles away

Dominion Steel plant, also exports la

» Great Britain, the United States, and Germany,

Bell Lsland  was inhabit

uy ‘
tew hundeed farmers and I QOa the south
' island th v sume scattered farms, while the
t wern le wa gt 0 Fre-
end been wrought in |
I'he p increased vory rap
ermn s re ot
mers are near 1w | !
season, while on the northen side are 1o
dozen mines operated by tho two compani
“Wabana”™ is a Indian name, mean e |
where the light first shine his s
these n situated 1

d in rica
th rtuge Norer 1 S
1 John Cabot in ex; Newl
) N m | " ‘
( few mi 0s
n sei t i 1
) ¢ 1 n
» Bay th A st
f which, ahout tw 1 1 i
Bell and's . 1 v several
) i and ir \ '-
1 1 solt “ QR W the

0 Camboin Limes Ihe general vu ¢ ot LConception

Bay was then the same t uger, | at

wis the estury of a large o r that flowed dow rom

wnd th , and a le

1 ' en

)it tw d

the y i gan I'here

v L conting i wd te

this whole portion of N oundia g lly
litted above sen leve

As a result of this re-ndjustment, 1 V €Xists 1o

day where the estuary was situated forr nd Lhere

o Beli Island
in the ore seams, Weathering and ice act-
t
tormerly extended farther south than the present outs
crops. The north side of Bell Island containsa number
of seams of red hematite iron ore, three « of which
are economically imporiant at preseat I'hese seams
or beds are wterstratified with the sandstone and shales
of the tormation with a common dip and strik

is now visible only the upper-most be

which cont

ion have removed a great portion of the ore beds t

the for-




